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PREFACE. 



^^i^^l^ Narraipoes colkaed in 
'^^m^ this Volume form a Sequel to 
l^M^ Accounts already publijhed of 
the Explorations under Marquette 
and La Salk^ and refer chiefly to the Mo- 
ment of the permanent French Occupation 
of the Lower Mifftfftppi, They are derived 
from various Sources, Tie Journal of Mr, 
John Cavelierf La SalUs Brother ^ though 
fpoken of by Joutely remained unpublijhed 
till Mr, Francis Parkman aUemed me to 
Print it from a Manufcript in his Poffeffton, 
The Letters of Mr, de Montigni of the Se^ 
minary of^ehec and his AJfociates^ I owe to 
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the Kindnefs of the fame Friend, he Sueur^s 
Voyage is taken from Benard de la Harpe^ 
already in Print, The V 'iyage of Gravier 
is from the limited Edition printed from the 
Manufcript in theP? ofejjed Houje in Pans, 
The Letter of Father Guignas^ detailing as 
it does the EJIabiijhment of Fort Beauharnais 
at Lake Pepin^ was fumijhed to me by the 
Kindnefs of y, Carfon Brevoorty Efq, 

While this Volume was printings CoL 
Delafeld fent me TomaJJy's Geologic Pra- 
tique de la Louifiane, which I had been 
unable to procure here in Seafon^ and from 
it I extra&ed the Letter of La Salle* s given 
in the Appendix^ and which refers direBly 
to the firft Article, 

New York, 1861. 
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INTRODUCTION 




ANY a river lives embalmed in 
hiftory and in hiftorick verfc. 
The Euphrates, the Nile, the 
Jordan, the Tiber and the Rhine 
" ^ ^yP'fy courfe ot empires and 
4!^i^tv.^:y[_ dynafties. Countries have been 

defcribed per Jumina, but thele ftreams poiTefs 
renown rather from fome city that frowned on 
their currents, or (bnae battle fought and won on 
their banks. The great River of our Weft, from 
its innmenfe length and the ftill increafing import- 
ance of its valley, podfiifles a hiftory of its own. Its 
dtfcovery by the Spanifll adventurers, a Cabeza de 
Vaca, a dc Soto, a Triftan, who reached, crofled, or 
followed it, is its period of early romance, brilliant, 
brief, and tragick. Its exploration by Marquette 
and La Salle follows, work of patient endurance and 
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inveftig»tiont ftill tinged with that light of heroifm 
that hovers around all who ftruggle through diffi- 
culty and adveifity to attain a great and uTefiil end. 
Then come the etuly voyages depiding the fucceflive 
ftages of its banks finom a wilder neft to civiUseation. 

The death of La Salle in Texas in his attempt 
to reach Illinois clofes the chapter of exploration. 
Iberville opens a new period by ins voyage to the 
mouth of the MilTilTippi, which crowning the pre- 
vious efibrts gave the valley of the great river to 
civilization^ Chriftianity and progrefs. The river 
had become an objed of rivalry. Englifh, French 
and Spaniih at the ^e moment fought to fecure 
its mouth, but fortune favored the bold Canadian» 
and the white flag reared by La Salle wis phuited 
anew* 

Here our narratives begin. Cavelier's is a page of 

the previous chapter; with ftrangc details and 
doubtful authenticity, marked, like every other ac- 
count of La Salle's career, with a note of fufpicion, 
yet curious and ilrange. Did La Salle adualiy 
reach the Miffiffippi prior to his death, as here 
aflerted ? We may doubt it. 

After Cavdier and Joutel reached Illinois to de- 
ceive Tonti by reprefenting La Salle as alive, that 
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noble veteran defcended the river to relieve his 
: commander^ but in vain. 

Traders then doubtleis drifted down to barter for 
fiirSy but we have no narrative till that of the aiif> 
fionary party led by M. de Montigny, who in 1698 
let out to evangelize the tribes of the lower Mifii^ 
fippi. Impetuous, ardent, but cafily difcouraged, 
the leader loon loft heart, aiid involved iii diiputes 
which he did not forefee, fought a remote field in 
Afia for his zeal, to be plunged in troubles even 
more vexatious. But his companions remained to 
labor on the banks of the Miirilfippi, St. Cofme to 
die at laft by the hand of the red man, Davion and 
de la Source to labour and to wait* 

Iberville arrives. His narrative would here find 
a place, but it is a volume in itlelf. The news of 
his landing fpread from tribe to tribe. The north- 
ern nations, led by the golden promifes of La Salle, 
expe(fled all blclTings from this ftep. The Illinois 
prepared to move in a body to the lower Mifliliippi. 
Gravier checks their mad proje^ and floats down 
in his canoe to fee how matters are. His journal, 
like the letters of St. Cofme and his companions, 
defcribe the river and the tribes upon it, as he 
found them at this important moment in the hiftoty 
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of the river. His next voyage down wu to feck 

in the new colony furgical alHilancc for wounds 

which the medicmc men had inflidtcd, and which 
baffling the Ikill of the phyfician proved fital to the 
miffionary. 

Betides Iberville's own account and as a pendant 
to it, comes the voyage from the mouth of the 
MilTiffippi to the Blue Earth, effected in cance by 
the intrepid Le Sueur. Fortunately Binard de la 
Harpe has prelerved this, and it blends with the 
others to give a complete pidure of the river. 

Then for fome years itineraries of the Miffiflippi 
fail us, and we have accounts of portions only. 
The Urfulines defcribe briefly the voyage to New 
Orleans, others do the fame; an officer in the 
Chickafaw war details day by day the march up the 
river to Fort AiTumption. The letter of Guignas 
follows in part the track of Le Sueur, and records 
the planting of Fort Beauharnais. 

At the moment when thefe narratives take us to 
the valley of the Miffii&ppi that immenie territory 
prefented a ftrange contraft to its prefent condition. 
From its head waters amid the lakes of Minncfota 
to its mouth ; from its wellcrn lpring;i in tiic heart 
of the Rocky mountains to its eaftern cradle in the 
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'AUeghanies, all was yet in its primeval flatc. The 
Europeans had but one fpot, Tonty's little fort ; no 
white men roaaied it but the trader or the miffion- 
aiy. With a fparfe and icattered Indian population, 
the country, teeming with buffalo, deer and game, 
was a fcenc of plenty. The Indian has vaniflied 
from its banks with the game that he purfued. 
The valley numbers as many Hates now as it did 
white men then ; a hufy, enterprifing, adventurous 
population, numbering its millions, has fwept away 
the unprogreflive and unaflimilating red man. The 
languages of the Illinois, the Quapaw, the Tonica, 
the Natchez, the Ouma,are beard no more by the 
banks of the great water; no calumet now throws 
round the traveller its charmed power; the white 
banner of France floated long to the breeze, but with 
the flag of England and the ftandard of Spain all dif- 
appcarcd we may fay within a century. For fifty 
years, one iiiiglc ilai^ met the- c)c, aiid appealed to the 
heart of tiie inhabitants of the fhores of the Miliil- 
lippi. Two now divide it : let us hope that the 
altered flag may foon relume its original form, and 
meet the heart's warm rcfponfe at the mouth as at 
the iburce of the Mifliffippi. 



CAVEUER'S ACCOUNT 

OF 

LA SALLE'S VOYAGE 

TO TKK 

MOUTH OP THE MISSISSIPPI. HIS LANDING IN 
TBXAS» AND MARCH TO THE MISSISSIPPI. 



RELATION 



OF 

C A V E L I E R. 



--mm ONSEIGNEUR : 

You have here the Relation Jjj 
of the Voyage undertaken by my 
brother^ to difcover in the Gulf 
of Mexico the Mouth of the 
Mifliifipy. An unexpeded and 
tragical death having prevented 
his completing it, and reporting to your Lordfliip, 
you will, I trull» approve of my taking bis place. 




I The Rev. John Cavclicr, 
brother of La SaUe, was born at 
Rouen. Of Mi etriy life and en- 
trance into the community of St. 
SuJpice, I find no account. .Attcr 
the death of his brother, he with 

{outcl and Father AnJlhtius made 
is way to Canada, and thence to 
Prance, concealing die fate of La 
Sill^ it is faid, for upwards of two 
ycMi. He applied to the Conn to 
md not a new espe^deo, and lail- 



Ing in this he retired to Rouen, to 
the houfc of his fifter, Mary Mag* 
dalen Cavelier, wife of the Siear 
Fortin or Lc Forcflier, Secretary to 
the King, and died there after 1717. 

a Robert Cavelier dc la S^lle, 
was bom at Rouen in Normandy, 
of a rich and ancient fiunily, and 
after receivbg a good educaiion 
emered die King's fervioe. The 
ftatemem made by the late edi- 
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In the month of July, 1684,^ we left la Rochelle 
in tour vellels with very fine weather. The feafon 
feenied to proniife us a continuance thereof, and 
Ihould not in all probability lead us to fear either 



lions of Hennepin, that he enter- 
ed the Society of Jefus and thus 
loft his (hare in his father's cftate, 
feem$, Jike other ftaioncau of that 
work, unreliable. An exunimtton 
of all the annual catalogues of all 
the French provinces of the epoch, 
ftiows DO fuch name among the 
novices or fcholaftics. The pre- 
ceding note and this nacrativc men- 
tion all his relatives of whom any 
aecouDt is given. He came to Ca- 
nada about 1668, and an appa- 
rently apocrypha] account makes 
him foon after difcover anddefcend 
the Ohio (feeDulSeux, Le Canada 
fous le domination Francaifc). As 
a trader he voyaged cxtcnfivcly on 
the Lakes, and built a trading houie 
at La Chine, which ouc-, i'; n.ime 
lu him, an index of hi^ dcfircs. 
His lirli ofKcial employment was to 
vifit the Senecas, and invite them to 
a general Congrcfs of the tribes. 
He had gained the good will of 
Frontenac and propofed to him vaft 
plans of difcovery and trade, which 
rccci\ his fanrtion. The French 
Court in 1675, Slanted him Fore 
Frontenac anid the feigncury, on 
condition of keeping it in repair, 
m^untaining a garrifon and clearing 
the land. He ohiaiuc: .1 1 M a pa- 
rent of nobleffc. For a time he 
puihed forward trade and coloniza- 
tion at Fort Frontenac (now King- 
fton) and built the firft vcQcl tha; 
ever ploughed die fwfiiee of Lalie 



Ontario. Obttining new grants in 
1678, he pufhed on to Niagara, 
built a veflcl there, and again the 
pioneer of wcftcm navigation, failed 
through Lakes £rie, St. Cldr and 
Huron to Mackinac. Scr.iling bark 
his vefTcI with a load of furs, he 
proceeded in canoes to the Illinois 
country, building a fort on the St. 

iofeph's river, and another on the 
lltnois, wfiof ■ name, CrevecoMir, 
records his defpondcncy at receiving 
no tidings of his bark or fupplies 
from Fron .cnac. Left unfupported, 
he returned by land to his fort on 
Lake Ontario ; but while abl^nt hb 

Eartv were driven frnm the Illinois 
y the Senecas, and La Sailc on his 
arrival at Fort Crtvccocur found il 
defl'rtei^. Afr^T lonie fe.irch he 
joined Toiity at Mackinaw. Here 
reorganizing his party he dcfccnded 
the Illinois TO the Miififiippi, and 
followed that river to its mouth, 
which he reached April 9, 1682. 
Returning to France, he (ought to 
make the mouth of the river by 
f.^. He fjilc ! to ilifcovcr it, was 
abandoned in Texas, and in an. 
attempt to reach Canada, was killed 
by his own men, March 19, 1687. 
See his Life by Sparks, vol 1. N. S. 
American Biography, "The Dif- 
covery and Exploration of the Mif>. 
fiflippi," kc. 

3 In another Memoir he gives 
the dale as July 23 or 24. 
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a calm or great heats. Ncvcrthclcfs the clofe J^'Jj 
of the month brought a ftorm» which difmailed 

the veflel* my brother was in, and compelled us 
all to put back to the port from which we had 
ftarted.5 We fet fail again, and a few days after a 
fecond ftorm difperfed our little fleet; the St. 
Fran^ois^ was taken by Spanifh cruiicrs, and the 
other three got together only at Petit Goave in 
St Domingo. I wiU not give your Lordfliip the 
detail of our courfe or maoGeuvres to that point, as 
that is not my proMioD. 

If thefe unfortunate accidents damped the ardor 
of our adventurers, the condufl of Mr. de Beaujeu, 
Captain of a fhip of theline,^ who commanded one 
of the Ihips ot the fleet, did fn no Icfs; and if your 
Lordfliip takes paifib to examine, you will find that 
that oihccr, jealous of my brother's having the 
principal authority and the dlredion of the enter* 

Erife, ib traveded it, that the failure oiay be attri- 
ttted to him.' 

4 This vcflcl was le Joli, com- 6 This Ketch conaincd provif 
maoded by Mr. de Beaujeu, the fions and agricultural implemcati 
Commander of the flm, whofe per- for the colony, and the loA wn 
mfenefi canftd the rain of all cor- conTeqoendjr a (akm i 



eemcd. Joutel, p. 15, and Cav:- , ^ . r««.B— U, 

licr. in another _Mcmoir. hint that ' ^T^.^r^^,L^.."^. 



the breaking of the foranaft «ti 



thcr Memoir, dilate on the trc u' le 
with Beaujeu, and Cavelier there in- 
troduces a particular account of Lft 
SjoBldftTitheyputinacRoche- Salle's dangeioui ilbdi « St. Do- 
fort, p. 15. Father LcCIcrcq fays ""^^^O- 

at Chcf-dc-bais, which agrees wiiii ■ The French dilbngoilh as dif- 
Cavelier ; Chef-dc-bois bdag dw ferent ranks Captain of a frigate and 
foadfteMl before la Rochelle. Captain of a mao-o^war or ihip of 

iheline. 
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1S4 made fome ftay at Petit Goave to give our 

crew a little rcfrelhment and to prepare to carry 
out the projedl conveniently. There Mr. de Bcaujcu 
began to employ all noeans that he could invent to 
prevent my brother from going further ; neverthe- 
lefs wefet fail towards the latter part of November, 
inteoding to reconnoitre the knd ten or twenty 
leagues north of the mouth of the river, but head 
winds having forced us to put back feveral times ; 
my brother at laft determined to explore Florida, 
whatever point we made, but Mr. de Bcaujcu did 
not follow him. He abandoned us, under pretext 
of having been furprifed by a fquall. 

••■S' On the fixth of January,' we made the coail of 
Florida* and fuppofing ourfelves north of the mouth 
of the rtver» we failed Ibutherly along the coaft, 
crowding .fail, for fear of being forced by the cur- 
rents into Bahama channel. Some days after, on 
taking the altitude, we found ourfelves 6fty leagues 
fouth, which obliged us to turn back and retrace our 
•F*. ^^PS' Still coafting along, vve^ difcovered Efpiritu 
Santo Bay,'" where we found Mr. de Bcaujcu; my 
brother had a long conference with him there, at 
the dole of which the three vefTels let fail to pur- 

fiae the (earch. 

The next morning Mr, de Beaujeu fent his long 
boat to my brother to tell him that he had failed 
fifQr leagues fince he left Efpiritu Santo Bay, and 
that diicovering inland, a kind of gulf or river, it 

9 Joutcl, p. 34* initM them tench <o Jaunl 6eft Jimiiy t. 
Ind 111 Secenbcf < 
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might be the Miffiifipy, and that he had no orders 
to go any further; my brother allowed himfclf to 
be perfuaded that this might be one of the arms of 
that river ; and havine Tent out his boat to iound, 
be found three and a half fathoms of water in the 
{halloweft part of the channel, and entered with 
his vefTeL He ordered the pink to unload as much 
ai polfibk^ ' and to wait till ne ient a pilot to bring 
her in, but this was lb badly done that (he ftnick 
qn a And bar and could not get off." 

Meanwhile Mr. de Beaujeu» who had anchored 
off, wrote to my brother, and fent the letter by his 
lieutenant.'* He told him, that having reached 
the mouth of the MifliiHpy he beheved that he had 
Efficiently fulfilled his duty ; that having fecn the 
pink perifh before his eyes, he did not think it 
proper to riik entering the river with his fhip, for 
nar of a like milhap : that having no more provi- 
fions or refrcihments, he was determined to return 
to France, and be begged him to fend his letters 
for the Court, with his eioneration from all the 
accidents that had happened, or might thereafter 
happen. My brother moft generoufly granted all. 

Monlieur de Beaujeu having accordingly hoifted 
dul for France,' 3 my brother undertook to do three mw'* >4> 

»* Jootel, p. 79, and LeOercq in- Dammavi!!? nnd fome others, tod 
dine to think the I06 of the Aimgkk refufed to give La Salle the cannon 
intemioDaloniiieptrtofiheGqitUD. snd auuion btlli in ius hoU. 

>a The Chevalier d' Aire. Beau- < 3 Lc Qercq fays the 1 2th ; jouiel 
)ea took widi htiA the captain and ftam itcoUsAiaitt die i^di* 
a«v of die Ainebk* Rev, Mr, 
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things at once: one, was to make a ftorehouie on 

fhore to lay up his ammunition and provifions, 
• merchandife and other things ; the other was to go 
himlelf with thirty or forty men to feledt a fuitablc 
place for a fettlcmcnt at the end of the bay ; and 
the other to bring his vellcl as far as he could into 
the bay. AH this was executed; for the veflel was 
brought up to the mouth of a river to which the 
name of Facie** (Cow) was given, on account of 
the number of that animal found there» and here 
he built a little fort of fourteen guns, with fmall 
but pretty convenient houfes, and florehoufes fufii- 
cicnt to contain all that wc had.'^ 

Meanwhile my brother, originally under the idea 
that the river wc were in was one of the arms 
of the Mifliflipy, on account of the quantity of 
reeds it bore down to the fea, at laft faw his error 
and formed the defign of difcovering it by land ; 
but unable to leave his fort without expofing it to 
the infults of the nearcfl Indians, who were waging 
ten ^mlrt'HSlh * cruel waf on us'^» (believing us Spaniards), he 
amm*. endeavorcd to gain their confidence and fHend(hip. 

HAfterwards called bjr the Span- fiffippi, p. 207) both dcfcribethts 

iardj La Vaca river, which name it Fon as St. Louis. Accordii^ to 

Ibll retains, the only name inTexu the former it was at 27*> N., two 

of La Sa'lc's. The Fafbe here leagues from the Bay, near the banb 

evidently means the Bifon, thoi^ of La Vaca river, which lay north of 
in Ctaaifa the Vache Saurage w«« a mirfli and hill lying between 

the Moofc. Joute] (p. it}) calls then, 
it, Rivihe aux Bcru/i. 

i6Joutel mentions two by 

isj'jutcl (p. 126) and Father Meflb. Otis and Deflogei, 
Anaftafius (Difcovcry of the Mif- 



Digitized by Google 



'4 J ~ V 



Cavelier's Account, ti 

Your Lordibip knows that he has an admirable ^m^' 
tad^ for that. He employed it fo adroitly in this 
conjuo^rc, that before the clofe of July we mu- 
tually vilited each other ; we often went to their 
village,!^ '7 which was quite near our fort (which J2''2ii5^' 
wc will in future call Fort of St. Louis Bay),'* and *"" — *■ 
one day they offered to guide my brother to a 
neighboring nation, their ally, only about fifteen 
leagues off, to (How him, they (aid, curious things. 
My brother accepted their offer, thanked them ror 
the friendfhip they teftified, and made them fome 
prefents ; after which fetting out'' to the number of 
twenty-four, accompanied by a troop of Indians, 

we arrived at a large village, furrounded by a kind —7- — : . . • ,1 

of wall made with potter's clay and fand, fortified Z-^' 
with little towcfb at intervals, where we found 
&ftened to a poft the arms of Spain engraved on 
a copper plate, dated 1 588. 

The people welcomed us and fhowed us fome 
hammers and an anvil, two fmall pieces of iron 
cannon, a fmall bronze cutverine, fpearheads, old 
fword blades and fome volumes of Spanifh comedies; 
and leading us thence to a little fiHiing hamlet 
about two leagues off, they (howed us a fecond poft 

i7Tlide Bneunos are not men- mentions the Bahamoi ind Qmneti 
tioned by naaie by Joutel. He m hollilc nnfions. 
elfewherefpeak.ofthc&cb-Ii«nM; ,,5^. ^.d by 

ttmteiy Oflhe Quebohubeches and Matagorda H.r,-. 

Bahamo). Faihcr .Anaftafius CDif- ^ 

COV«ry of the Miffiflippi, p. 209) >jln Odobcr, apparently, 

D 
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^Jg^' alfo bearing the arms of Spain and fome old chim- 
ncys.-° All this convinced us that the Spaniards 
had been there before. They alfo gave us to un- 
derhand by figns that the MilTifipy River was very 
difficult to iiiid, becauke its mouth could not be per- 
ceived a league oE They then drew ve0els with 
coal, and gave us to underibuid that many pafled 
along their coaft. 

Having taken leave of thefe Indians, to whom we 
made fome prefents and courtefy for courtefy, we 
returned to our fort at Sr. Louis Ray, v\ here we made 
fome ilay to cultivate more and more the confi- 
dence and friendfhip of our Bracamos (fo is^hs^ 
Indian nation called that dwells near our fort), in 
order to leave pruteCtois to the people whom we 
would have to leave in the fort while we went 
overland to feek the Mifllfipy. 

We obferved during our ftay, that the eaft winds 
generally prevail by day, and wefl winds by night; 
that the leafl fpeck of cloud forebodes a violent 
gale, which will Inft nn hour at moft; that the 
north winds (which the Spaniards there dread im- 
menfely) are notfo violent as the weft winds which 
the filhing fmacks itand m winter time on the 
Banks of Newfoundland; and laftly that the tide 
rifes here but very (lightly. We (aw quantities of 
falt» formed naturally in various ipots, which led us 
to infer that it would be eafy to make fucceflTul 
fait works. 

MFadier Morfi in Idi veiy fiiH ilott ai to any Spawlh 0Gcq«lSM 
maaofia^ Hilbrf of Tonii k of ttAf « dite. 
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Having then provided for the fccurity of the "Jg^ 
fort by the frienddiip of the neighbouring Induk08» 

by arms and ammunition, and for the fnbllflence of 
the people whom we left there by the provifions and 
goods which remained, and after my brother had 
recommended vigilance, patience, and devotion to 
the King's iervicc, wc ict uut on the iiril; oi No- m,,. ,. 
vember, accompanied by thirty men, carrying only ^j^^^j^ 



our annsy amoiunition for game, and ibme trifling » aca^^tt th« 
articles for the Indians. riw^bJf* 

Ten or twelve days after, we found a very popu- 
lous viUage, where the men and women wore large ^ 

pearls hanging from the cartilage between the two ■ ' 
noftrils. I bought a few in order to (how your 
Lordfhip. T have already ihown them to Catillon, 
lapidary at Paris, who allured me that they were 
of the fined water in the world, but imperfcd in 
fliape. We tried to learn from thele Indians the 
place whence th^ drew this precious merchandise, 
but being able to underftand us only by figns, we 
could oiUy prefume that they got them from the 
fea when they went to catch fifli, for they ftiowcd 
us large pirogues and nets which app:irently were 
folely for this ufe. We have fince learned that 
manyfmall rivers which pafs through their country 
empty into St. Louis Bay. 

Having left this nation, wc ran for two months 



in fearch of our river with no hope of finding it, 
finding only Indians whofe manners kept us in 
perpetual diftruft ; we did not dare to make any 
ifay in any place for fear of fome furprife. The 
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continual marching, the rigour of the feafon, and 
the fears that we had conceived from the referved 
and diftruftful manners of the Indians, made us 
undergo hardfliips, that it would be diriiLult ior me 
to cxprefs. 

Pchwiy/ In the beginning of February we came to a pretty 
large river, which my brother thought might be 
the Miilifipy, although its courfe was juH: the oppo- 
fitc ; our fentiments were different, we followed its 
banks for two days, without meeting man or bcnft. 

Some days after, having perceived a village, wc 
deemed proper to lire a volley before entering, in 
order to alarm the Indians and put them to flight, 
fo as to take from their cabins what Indian corn 
we needed; this having been executed, we left 
them the payment on the fpot, after which we left 
to continue our fearch. 

We had fcarcely made a league when we per- 
ceived two Indians running after us. We firfl: 
thought the villagers, charmed with the beauty of 
the knives, fciflbrs and needles that v. c had left in 
payment, had deputed them to bring ua back, but 
we were greatly furprifed when wc faw thefe In- 
dians fall on my brother and almofl ftiile him by 
their embraces in the tranlport of pleafure which 
they experienced on feeing nim again. They were 
two Shawnees, of three whom my brother loft 
when he defcended to the mouth of the Miififipy 
by the Ilinois river. They told us that their com- 
towMtarade was fick in the village, to which they begged 
us to return, alluring us of the humanity and good 
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faith of the people. My brother was finccrdy '^*'^'^J7' 
pleafed to find them again, and in hopes of learning 
from them what he defired, he made no difficulty 
of refolving to follow them. They took us firft to 
their cabin, where we found their comrade. They 
made us take up our quarters there, while a larger 
cabin was preparing for us near by. 

They told us, that having gone out to hunt 
while in my brother's fervice, they were furrounded 
and taken by thirty or forty warriofB of the village 
where we were, who carried them there without 
binding them; that the whole nation, and even their 
allies, had greatly honoured them and held them 
for fomething more than men, on account of the 
power of their guns ; that they wondered to ice 
them kill a bilon a hundred paces off, and feveral 
turkeys at a iingle iliot, but that when their ammu- 
nition failed, thefe people preiTed them to make 
more and ridiculed them becaufe they had not the 
lecret of making it. They alfo told us that they 
had married in this village, and that they had had 
no difficulty in learning die language. They then 
took us to a large cabin where we were conven- 
iently lodged. 

It was from thefe three Indians that we learned 
that we were only forty leagues from the fca; that 
the Indians among whom we were made war on 
others who had intercourfe with the Spaniards* dif- 
tant about 130 leagues from the fea; that there was 
a river — leagues from U8> more beautiful than the 30 l. Tht, 
Miffifipy, and two others fifteen or twenty leagues* ^ 
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'iSf ' ^" ^^'hich gold was found in large grains and in 
' duft ; that the Indians ufed it only to make collars 
^ and bracelets, but that they valued it lefs than cer- 
tain red ftones which they put to the fame ufe. 
itbOxsiuw. They added ; We have been to war againft the 
MMtiMfpMh. nation that has intercourfe with the Spaniards and 
took ibme prifoners who were neatly drefled in fiU^ 
. They told us that the Spaniards farnidied them 
their clothes and many other things in exchange 
for certain ftones which they prized highly. They 
directed us to the fpot whence they took thefc pre- 
cious ftones, and as we could pals by it, without 
deviating much from the route we had to take back 
to our village, we ealily perfuaded our troop, as curi- 
ous as ourfelves, to eo there. The prhoncrs adling 
• MfCmikr^ guides, we reached a hill which may be two 
look 'firnie to leagues long, where they (howed os fome holes 
bX'^r 6 ' - made by the Indians, from which we took^ ibme 
fmithi aiTiyed fpecimens of ftone which we have kept. This hill 

them by the ,i , - , ^ * ... . . . 

Kinc'i order, lies about fofty leaeues from our vjllage* and is 

riJ^goM 0*)" "car a little river which empties in a larger one,<* 
j'^^'^^ ^'''y which coming a great diftance and pafling between 
«iUo Bnvo. two ranges of hills empties into the Gulf of Mexico. 
The Spaniards have feveral villages on the fouthern 
part of this river, and the Indians who make war 
on them, crols over aiid make captures along the 
I be ^ITftS ^°^^»* which they frequent with litde precatition. 
pu^ j» Nw They aflured us that there was not a nation for 
a hundred leagues around but feared the inroads of 
the Spaniards ; that they dreaded them on account 
of the frightful ftories told of their fire arms; that 
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this confideration alone had prevented their leaguing ^'^1^' 
together to undertake to carry a town, lacking 
neither defire, courage nor means of uniting; that 
for this purpofe they could bring together one 
hundred thouland warriors and ten ihoufand horfes, - — — *~ 
without going fifty leagues from their village; that 
this army could fubfift, even without fupplies of 

provifions, by the quantity of bifon, fmall game and 

mh found everywhere, by merely dividing into 
troops of ten thou&nd men, and giving two leagues 
of land to each troop, and always camping in beau- 
tiful prairies with which the country abounds ; that 
even if we wifhed to lay up provilions of Indian 
corn, peas or beans, it could ealily be done, as the 
earth produces plentifully vviihout being fovved or 
cultivated ; and finally, that the country is full of 
all forts of excellent fruit» which would alfo be a 
great help. They convinced us that they needed 
only good leaders and k nic regular troops to in- 
Arud them, arms, faddles, bridles and ammunition. 
On this my brother having afked them on which 
fide they would attacic the Spaniards, they replied 
that it was beyond that great river* of which they B'*'*- 
had fpoken to us, where there were feveral cities 
ana villages, luaic open and others fortiiicd merely 
by palifades, which it would be eaiy to force, the 
more eaiily as. the Indians had often got the upper 
hand of them ; that the year before they had killed 
or taken over two thoufiind peribns and forced 
them to fend religious to exhort them to peace. 
They told us moreover that the Spaniards had 
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February, 



more than 50 gold and filver mines in different 
parts of the country which they durft not work on 
account of the proximity of nations that they were 

at war with. 

That the climate of the country northward and 
Wo BiiTo. eaft ward of the great river was f)erlc(itly beautiful, 
and fo healthy that men died there only o\ old age 
or imall pox ; the land To fertile, that unfown, un- 
titled, it produced two crops of Indian^com and 
three of peafe or beans a year ; that they were told 
^ that the other fide of the river was neither fertile 
nor healthy; 

That there was near by a nation that made cloth 
of nettles, wild flax and the bark of trees, and who 
Tjie p,ri, nianufadured cloth of ^buffalo^wool ; that they 
djren were give the fineft colours in thej^iiLFSr to all their 



the<ittairtyof labrics ; in tact they gave us earth of all colours, 
""■"^ which we took to France ; that there were other 
thTpanW i^^^^**^ northweft, who had kings and chiefs 
luni and the and obicrved fome forms of government, honoring 
ontotonu. J refpeding their kings as Europeans do theirs ; 
U^*^ That there were ibme on the Eaft fo fierce, that 



it had never had any communication with others, 
and fo cruel that they dcvonrrd each other; 

That about fifty leagues troni the Ipot where we 
were, were two or three mountains on the banks 
of a river, from which were taken red ftones, as 
dear as cryftal. They gave us fome of it and fome 
gold ore which we took to Prance. 

After they had related us all this, my brother 
wiflicd to induce them to follow him* to return to 
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their own country ; but they anfwered him, that 
they were not unnatural enough to abandon their 
wives and children ; that moreover being in the 
moft fertile, healthy and peaceful country in the 
world, they would be devoid of fenfe to leave it and 
cxpofe themfelves to be tomahawked by the Illinois 
or burnt by the Iroquois on their way to another, 
where the winter was infufferably cold, the fummer 
without game, and ever in war ; but that if the 
French built or eftablifhed any colony in the Mif- 
fifipy, that they would approach it and that they 
would have the pleafure of rendering them confid- 
crable fervices. 

Towards the clofe of January we parted from 
our honeft Shawnees, who could not accompany us 
to the Miflifipy for fear of being fufpedted of wifh- 
ing to follow us, but they induced ten or twelve 
warriors to lead us. On the loth of March we 
defcried the river Miflifipy, where we left fome 
men in a little redoubt of pickets, which we made 
ourfelves, and retracing our fteps, we pafl"ed again 
through the village of our Shawnees, where we 
were regaled as well as thefe good people could 
regale us, and continuing our march, we reached Return of Mr 
St. Louis Bay, on the 30ih of the month of March, '* 
1685." 

>> Joutel and Le Clcrcq arc very don La Salle reached the MiflifEppi, 
brief as to this journey of La Sal!e, and remarks : " We muft however 
whofe return the former puts in " fay in behalf of Mr. Tonty, that 
March, the latter May 31, 1686. "he ftates ii only on the report of 
Joutel denies the ftatemeni in the " Rev. Mr. Cavelier, La Salle's 
Pfeudo Tonty, that in this expedi- " brother ; and the faid Cavelier 

£ 
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'1688?' people received us with all poflible joy, and 

' we experienced much pleafure to find them all in 
good health ; but our joy was Toon marred by the 
moft diftrcfling accident in the world ; for our fri- 
gate, eight or ten days after our arrival, ftruck and 
perifhed with all on board except eight men." 
The lofs which we had fuftaincd of ten men, the 
beft failors we had on board, who were killed with 
arrows by the Bracamos at the time they made war 
on us, fuppoling us to be Spaniards, was furely the 
caufe of the lois of the ve(3el, which perhaps lacked 
experienced people ; in fine, the chagrin that my 
brother experienced at the lofs, joined to the hard- 
(hips which we had undergone during our painful 
march, brought on a malady which nearly took 
him out of the world, and overwhelmed our little 
party with defpair. In fi(fl, my Lord, after the lols 
of the velTel, which deprived us of our only means 
of returning to France, wc had no relourcc lor our 
fubliftence except my brother^s good management 
and firmnefs, and each of us regarded his death as 
his own^ ibr we beheld- ourTelves caft away in a 
favage country, without aiti fiance andcutoflfby 
immenfe diftances from every Chriftian nation. 

"may have reafons for pretending "i686>he thought that he had found 

**duttlK7dUcoveredtheMiflUBppi "the river, he fbriilied c place, 

"in the fame view that obliged him " left a part of hii men and with 

•'(0 conceal his brother's death." " nine othcn continued to explore 

p. 5, Le CIcrcq in tht: Eti:blt£e- " a moll bcavdfill eoWMf.** 
mrnt de la Foi (fee Shea's Dijc, ef 

the Mi^Jftfpi, p. 195) fays: "At >» For the lols of the Belle, fee 

"lafi, on dw ijih of Febnniy, Joucd* 140. 
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My brother recovered at laft, and when his '•'Jf* 
health was perfectly reftored, he propofed to under- 
take to reach Canada by land, fo as to come to 
France to report what he had done. The way is 
long, painful and dangerous beyond ail that can be 
expreued to the contrary, fo the leaft hardy durft not 
undertake it. Thefe my brother left in charge of 
the fort, with neceflary provifions, commending 
them to remain ftrongly attached to the king's 
fervicc. He formed a party of thofe who were 
difpofed to follow hini. Father Athanafius, my 
nephew Moranget, my brother's godfon, two 
Shawnee Indians, who had followed my brother to 
France, and I, were of the party. ^^g^^ 

We ftarted on the 23th of April, 1685/) andApnnV 
laid our route fo as to pafs by the Illinois, where of' m?*T^ 
we had refolved to reft. It fccms to me unnccef- 5^"t,1l^S£ 
fary to fpeak here of the minutis of our march, 
and I will merely fay in general the moft remarkable 
things that wc faw and obferved. 

We were very kindly and affedlionatcly received 
by all the nations that we paffed through. We 
had plenty every where ; we received prefents and 
werefupplied with guides and horfes. Among ci^ul^dLlbl 
thefe nations, the Senis*^ feem to us the moft nu-"^'""'" 

*3 Father Anaftafiu* (n . t Achana- Pnvintid dt Ttxai, they were one 

fins) in Le Clcrcq dcMilt this cxpe- of iKe tribes compriicd under the 

dhioiu The real dale it 1686. general name of Texas, which be- 

fidcs the Texas pro[i?r and the 

24 The Scms or Ccrnis arc called AlTmHis, included tht.- Navcdachos, 

Aflinais by the Spanifli writew. iheNagcodochts, the Nacogdochc*, 

According to Father Morfi, in hh the Nadocogs, the Aiujitos, theCi- 

MtMmdt farm it H^trk it It dcfitchw wd N«flbnM!» »ll fpcalniig 
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^iwa7' oaerotis and polifhed ; it is governed by a Kine or 
Cacique, and the fubordination that we reman ted 
among them made us infer that they had officers; 
the houfes are built with order and very prettily»and 
they have the art of making a cloth of feather s, and 
the hair of animals. We foimd there filvcr lamps, 
old'"~muj1ceTs~anc! Spanifh fword blades. Having 
alked tiiem by figns where they got them, they 
took a coal and depicted a Spaniard, houfes, fteeples, 
and ihowed us the part ui the heaven under which 
New Mexico would lie. 

On leaving this village, my brother, our nephew 
and three fbldiers were ereatly troubled by certain 
flrange fruits of which they had eaten too freely. 
. They all took the fever, which did not leave them 
till two months afterward. My brother was fb 
affe<fled and weakened by it that we did not dare 
Saii^wrim « procccd, but retracing our fteps returned after 
ihcPortof St. ^ days jQ tiig fQft in Louis Bay,*s where we 

the ftme luigniM. Ftther Anafta- "ii ia the middle, and each cabin 

fius reprefents tne town of thfScnti "liolda TWO fiunilies." 

as extending for fonw fixty miles in 

"hamktKM ten or twelve cabins, 25 (Oflobcr, 1686). This ex- 

*' formii^ cintons etch with a dif- plontion is here VMudy ddcribed. 

**lerent name." He probably in- Father Anilhifitn aetaib It how- 

cludcs al] the above tribes. "Their ever. Mr. Sparks i*ays, "It may 

" cabins," fays he, " are fine, fort/ "be afliuned as cernii, that he 

, or fifty feet high, of the flwpe of "crofled die diiee i g rivers, 

•* bee hive-. They plant trees in "Colorado, Brazos and Trinity; 

*' the ground and tie them together " the firft not many miles above tlie 

** by the upper branches, and cover " prcfcnt town of Montezumi ; ud 

" it with dry grafs. Tlie beds are " the fecond as far above the town 

•* fangsd around the cabin, three or " of Waflungton . . . The journey 

"low ftetfrom the gnNmd, ihelue ''tenitiiwted bqrood the NaConv, 
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were received with all poflible joy by our people 
and by the Bracamos, who came firil to vifit us 
and brought us a quantity of deer. 

The attempts which we had made to go to Ca- 
nada not having iucceedcd, wc turned our hopes to 
the aid that the King might fend us from France, 
and we patiently awaited it tOl the doie of the year 
1686 ; but at laft , weary of being' deprived of the 
fodety of our countrymen, and baniihed as it were 
to the uttermod parts of the earth, we regarded this 
agreeable country only as a tedious ' reding place 
and a perpetual pnlon, feeling latillied that had not 
the King deemed us loft, he would have had the 
goodncis to fend ib[ne one to continue the explora- 
tion which we had undertaken, oi to carry us back 
to France. We ^ often made vague. conjedures, 
which ferved only to affli£fc us, and at laft when the 
beginning of i6e6^came, my brother propofed to 
make a fecond attempt. As all minds were full of 
the defire of again beholding France, his eloquence 
was required only to pcrfuade fome of our people 
to remain in the fort. He portrayed to them the 
hardihips and dangers to be encountered; the im- 
pofllbility of fubfifting if they all went together on 
ib long a march, with no refource but hunting. 
He fucceeded ib well that a part determined to keep 
the forty and my brother took only 28*' of the mote 



** probably about midway between ^ 

" the Trinity and Red River, near 
"the head waters of the Sabine, 
**wad fifty or sixty miles nordkweft idL 
"of Nacogdoches." {f^ tf U 
S4IU, p. 152.) 



>7 AnalUftus fa/a twcaty : Jou- 
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'^[5JJ7' vigourous, among them Father Athanafius, our 
nephews Cavelicr and Moranget, my brother's god" 
fon, the pilot ot his velid and myfelf. 
Second at- ftartcd on the 6th of January*' (after hearing 

CuM^^^lni' ^^^^ ^"^ performing our devotions, and exhorting 
the people who remained to watch the fafe keep- 
ing of uie fint, ptomifing ibon to return with hdp 
from France), and went to fleep at the village of 
the Bracamos. 

The 7th we made 5 or 6 leagues progreis through 
canes and reeds. 

The 8th we made alio 5 or 6 leagues in more 
clear and level country. 

The 9th we arrived at the village of the Kou- 
aras,-9 where we tarried two days. There wc liiw 
a party of 7 or 800 warriors, who were bringing in 
one hundred and fifty prifoners in triumph; we 
faved ibme who were going to be caft into the 
water bound hand and foot. 

Tlic 1 2th we croiled a river on a raft with much 
riik. The fear that we had experienced was not 
yet di^Tipated when all at once a band of Indians, 
rufhing defperately on us, revived it in a ftiil more 
intciilc degree; hut thefe good people far trom 
harming us, took us to their cabins where they 
gave us feveral kinds of meat to eat, and offered us 
pipes and tobacco; while we were engaged in 

1' Father Anaflafius agrees with the MiffiJJtppi, p. 2ti), mentions 
Cavelier, but Joutcl favs the tzth. this viiit to the j^uaras, who are 

perhaps ihe Xmpaipct of Ftdier 
«f Fttbcr Aaaftafiaa (i>^. tf Moifi. 
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iinoking, they began to fing and dance in a very 
curious manner,and ftopped only when we departed. 

We made C\x leagues that day« 

The 1 5th we refumed our march, although our 
good and honeft hunters made every effort to keep 
us at leaft till next day. They gave us an efcort 
of twelve men who accompanied us 4 leagues from 
the Village, and conhdcd us to other hunters who 
treated us in .the iame manner as the firft during 
the two days that we were in company. 

The i6tb we marched 6 or 7 leagues in beauti- 
ful pndries, iludded with little groves at intervals, 
and at evening we encamped on the banks of a 
little ftream. 

The i7rh in the morning, when about to 
march, wc perceived 150 Indians, all on horfeback, 
armed with lances tipped with fliarpened bone well 
tied and eiichaled, each of whom attacked a bull. 
No fooner had they perceived us when fome of 
them left the party and came to welcome us after 
difmounting. They at firft regarded us with 
aftoniihment and after having examined us, they 
uttered extraordinary exclamations. They then 
made us mount, the more conveniently to witncfs 
the clofe of the bull- fight, which Teemed to us 
the moft diverting thing imaginable, and I am 
convinced that there is no chafe as curious in 
Europe. When the con 1 bat was ended by the 
death of feveral animals, the combatants came 
galloping to us and giving many tokens of fur- 
prize and joy at meeting us, they led us away 
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'*tM?' vill^g^- Their frank and cordial manners 

' made U8 follow them without repugnance. They 

often uttered the word Kanoutinoay pointing to 
themfclves; this made us fuppofe that it v/as the 
name of the nation. 5° They took us llraight to 
the cabin of their great chief or cap% where they 

— - ' ■ ' firfl walhcd our heads, hands and feet with warm 

water ; after which they prefented us boiled and 
roaft meat to eat, and an unknown fifli, cooked 
whole, thatwas fix fcct^ jpne, laid in a difli of ita 

'jr'fii -'"T^ length. It'was of a wonderful taftc and we pre- 
ferred' it to meat. They told us by figns that they 
were abundant and came from a diftance aicending 
the river. 

/■'t'-^u.J We bought at this place thirty horfes, which 
mounted us all and carried our baggage. They 
coft us thirty knives, ten hatchets, and fiX dozen 
needkb. Oa the i9th wc croiicd the river on their 
boats and our horfes fwam over. We made that 
day ibur or five leagues and encamped on a ipot 
where there was grafi to paflure our hories, which 
we tied to good ftakes. 

On the 20th, about two leagues from the fpot 
where we had paiTed the night, we found quite a 
well beaten path ; we followed it becaufe it ran in 
the diredlion in which we had refolved to go. We 
law there four old women and four young girls 
who palled by us weeping and tearing their hair, 

3* Father Anaftallus mentioiu Maligne (Colorado), bur ] ctcl 
thdr vifitu^ the Qiunoatinno od the merely fays thac they heard ox the 
fiver vliidi La SiUe flykd tbe CMaoMtinno. 
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without having cuiiofity enough to look at us. ^*^Sf^ 
This feemed to us an ill omen, but we paid no great 

attention to it. The next moment we faw a crowd 
coming towards m ; we firft put ourfelves in 1 ftate 
of defence, prepared for all hazards; but thelc people, 
inftead ot approaching us, fled, and we purfued our 
way, and in the evening reached a village the r, - ^. '^a'^uf**.' 

cabins of which were mad e of cancs^interlaced and tiLJ.'' 

whitenedvvith very fine plaft er. Ttie Indians in 
alarm took flight, but ieeing that we encamped 
near their village without doing them any harm, 
and that we made them figns to return, they 
gradually approached us, and finally ventured to 
enter our tents of grafs and branches of trees. We 
made them loine little prelents. The next day 
they took us to their village. It feems to me that 
they faid they were called Ticapanas.J' They 
brought us one of their number who fpoke Spanifh, i„^"gJJJjJ^ 
and Ibme boys whom we had in our party adting '"^ ^"^^ 
as interpreters, we learned many thin^ from him 
which I will relate to your Lorddiip in the collec- 
tion of memoirs of my brother. 

On the 22d we continued our march» and after 
fording the river, led by five Indians, vvc entered a 
valley (five leagues from our darting point) which, 
though it was mid w^inter, was full of fruit trees, — 
flowers and a prodigious quantity of birds of various 
kinds. We encamped there in a favourable puli- 
don to pafs the night, while our IncUans came bock 

31 The TjnJnppiD of Father AnaiUihts. 
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^J3^ from the hunt loaded with turkeys. They gave 
us a long account of this valley, but we could not 
underfland a word of it. 
On the 23d they took us to the great village of the 
•J' .j f a^ PakmaSyS* which is furrounded by palilades of cane. 

Our guides were there queftioned about us. We 
inferred that they anfwered that we had not the air 
of being Spaniards ; we do not know what they be- 
lieved, for thev lodged us in a great cabin ontfide the 
village, where they brought us more than thirty 

— . handiome maidens of their village. We pointed 

up to heaven, making figns that it was an execra- 
ble cuiiom, but not undcrilandiiig us, they thought 
that we were talking of the fun, for they inftantly 
placed their hands on their foreheads and fell flat 
on the ground looking up to it, and the young men 
uttered fearful cries, feeing that we fled from the 
perfecution of theie wantons. This nation feemed 
to us more grofs and ill made than the others. 

On the 24th we left it and wifhed their canoes to 
crofs a large river, that ran at the foot of their vil- 
lage, but thev advifed us to afcend the river, giving 
us to undcrltand by iigns tliat we would infallibly 
be killed on the other fide if we crofled the river. 
We could not learn whether they were beafts or 
men that we had to fear. They gave us a peri- 
augua in which we put 20 men and the 8 others 
took the hories by land. After five days (ailing 
and marching, we faw fome Indians fifliing, and 
although there were only feven or eight of them, 

3s The Palonis of Ptdier Amfldini. 
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inftead of fleeing they ran ap to receive us* We 
recognized them as a nation called Alahot among 

whom we had pafTed the firfl time we were in the 
nation of the Senis. They took us to their village 
where we were received with all pofTible afFc(flion. 
They kept us among them 6 days, and tlien having 
aided us to crofs the river in little boats of buffalo 
ikiQS iewed together, they took us to the vUlage of 
the Akafquy, who knowing us by reputation, were 
glad to have us pafs by their village. At this place 
we iaw about fixty hermaphrodites, for the moft of 
them go entirely naked after funfet. We there - ' ' 
alfo faw them m'^ke cloth with bufTiilo wool, and 
a ftufF which iecmed to us the rlchefi: in the world, 
fo lingular was it, for it is made of birds' feathers 
and the liau of animals of every colour. 

On the 27th we ftarted from the Akafquy to go 
to the Penay, where we arrived on the 29th. 

On the 50th we went to fleep at the village of 
Sajfory^^"^ where we were received with the fame 
friendibip as in the others. We remained there 
one day, and we had the pleafure of feeing an 
alligator, twelve feet long, captured. The Indians 
employed a hook made of a buffalo bone tied to — ' 
the end of a cord, ftuddcd with fmall hones fo that 
he caar.ot bite it through, .uid dicy ulc no bait but 

JJ The Alakca are apparently Tory arc ihc Aflbnis. Al this point 

the Palaqueflbn of Anallauus and Cavalier's narraiivc becomes irre- 

the Palaquccha'anc of Jotitc!. Nci- conrilcjblc uhh J<.i_tcl and Fatlicr 

ther AnaHafiui nor Joutcl mentions Anallatius. Joutci, p. 213, makes 

the Pcnoy , Saflbry, Tipoy and Ana- them re*«h the Cents after La Salle's 

mil, and Morfi throws no light on death, 
any of thefe tribes, unlcli the Saf- 
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JjJJ^*a piece of meat on the hook* The Indians who 
..'^ wi£hed to amufe themfelvcs with it, put out its 
■ '■ — ^ eyes and led it into a prairie, after tying its head to 
its tail, and tying it around the body with three 
^ different cords made of bark of trees and palTed 
around in flip knots; and after tormenting it in 
various ways for full four hours, they turned it 
. belly up and confined it from head to tail by eight 
ftakes, planted fo that the animal could not move 
in any direction. In this condidon they flayed 
him, and then gave him liberty to run, to nave the 
pleafurc of tormenting him more. This fport 
lafted all day, and ended with the death of this 
frightful beaft, which they killed and gave to their 
— dogs. We faw many fkins of this animal thrown 
about, which made us infer that there were many 
in that river. We croiled it however by the help 
of the Indians, who having led us to the river bank » 
and yelled for half an hour to frighten and drive 
oflT thefe animals, fwam over after putting us in a 
— canoe; our horfes accuflomed to follow us every- 
where like dogs alfo fwam over. 
M. f. On the evening of the ift of February we 
reached the village of the Tipoy, where the people, 
othervvife well made, have the top of the head, 

quite ilat, caulcd by the mothers putting on their 

cnildren*8 heads flat pieces of wood lined with wool, 
which by a gentle preflure give them this ihape. 

On the 2d» Candlemas day, we kft this village 
led by a I'ipoy Indian, and on the 3d we reached 
the village of our good friends the Anamis^ who had 
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hofpitably received us on our previous cxcurfion. ^''^JJ^' 
We had the chagrin to find their village half burnt 
down. They gave us to underftand by figns that 
a hoftile party which furprized them, had fpread 
this defolation, and that they would have burnt it 
all, had they not alarmed them by firing on them 
with two guns and fome ammunition that we had 
left them ; that never having feen or heard of fuch 
arms, the fear they infpired put them to flight. 

On the 4th we fet out, and on the 8 th we arrived 
at the great village of the Sents. This is a nation 
that occupies a territory eighteen leagues long. 
We were received at the entrance of the village 
and conducted to a large and beautiful cabin, where 
we were at firft entertained with a right curious 
fymphony. The chiefs fupped with us, and we 
repofed more tranquilly there than we had any 
where elfe. 

On the 9th, after a crowd of young men had 
danced a dance of joy in our cabin, we were taken 
to that of the prince, for whom they have all pof- 
fible veneration, fubmilTion and refpedt ; for when 
he went abroad he was borne by eight men on a 
platform, all the tribe ranged in two lines, both 
hands on the forehead, uttering a cry of joy or 
humility ; if he went on foot, very clean mats were 
fpread wherever he was to pafs. 

We left this village for fear that our foldiers 
(hould tamper with the women, and went to en- 
camp about two leagues off, intending to ftay to 
reft and recruit. The people of the country made 



42 La Sailers haft Voyage. 

'^iSJ?' Sufficiently exa(ft maps of the neighbouring rivers 
and nations. They told us that they knew the 
Spaniards, uad dcpi(Scd to us their cIolIhul'; and 
fliowed us candlcnicks, fwords, bucklers, daggers 
and SpaniAi papers. We are convinced that' they 
are not far off, the more fo as the Senis have a 
number of fine horfes. 

On the 1 6th we left this great village for a 
fmallcr one of the fame nation, 20 1. off. Thirty 
well mounted young warriors took us by as well 
beaten a road as that from Paris to Orleans. At 
intervals we came to Utile forts in the moft expofcd 
pofitions, and every where a moft level country 
extremely well adapted to pafturage.H 

34 Cavalier's narrative here ends cagucs. The cannon of the fort 

abnipfly. Hb brother's deaih oc- Vmg remained the only monament 

curred foon after, and wr unfortu- of I.a Sallc in Texas. Ufcdagainft 

natcly have not his account nf it. Indian, Mexican, Spaniard and 

With Joutcl and Faihcr Anaftafius American, they were fli 11 at Goliad, 

he reached Canada and proceeded \n\%i'i.'^Y9*kHmftHi^,rfTt3Utt, 

to France. Thofe left in Texas \, 32. 
periflied bythe hands of dieCaran* 
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VOYAGE DOWN THE MISSISSIPPI 

IN 1699. 

BT THE REV. MESSRS. 

MONTIGNY, ST. COSME, DAViON AND 
THAUMUR D£ LA SOURCE. 



LETTER 

OP 

J.F. BUISSON St. COSME,' 

MIttlOKARY PRIEST, 

TO LHE BISHOP [OF (^UKBbO]. 

Monfeigfieur : 

HE laft that I had the honour to 

write to you was from Michilli- 
inakinac, whence we fet out on the 
1 4th of September, and went by 
land to overtake our canoes, which 
luid gone round Pointe aux Irro- 
quois, and fo on to the Outduaois village to wait fbr 
us. This village is of about 300 men. Would to 

I John Francis Bvisson de St. Cofmc Ic Ven in the diocefe of 

CosMt. This clergyman, whofc in- Mans, and of Suzanne dc Licerafle, 

terefttng letter follows, was a native and was bom at Pointe Levis, lami- 

of Quebec, and a zealous miflion- ary 50, 1667. Devoting himfelf 

ary, who never abandoned the labor to the fervicc of the altar, he was 

on which he entered till he Tank tonlurcd Augud 2s, 1688, when a 

under the murderous blows of the litde over twenty-one, and ordained 

fivat^c. He was a Ton of Michael pricll on Candlemas day, 1690. 

BuilTon or Byflbn, a native of St. He was not the only priell in hit 
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God that they refpondcd to the care and labour 
which the Reverend Jefuit Fathers beftow on their 
inftrudtion, but they Teem lefs advanced in Chrift- 
ianity than the Illinois, who have only recently, 
they fay, had mifllonaries. 

We left this village, Sept. 15th, eight canoes, 
£>ur for the River of the Miamis, with the Sieur 
de Vincennes,* and we three canoes, and Mr. 
Tooty,' who as I have already told you in my laft» 



family, his brother Michael chole 
the fame life, and af:er fpending 
fome time ac Tamarois before his 
ordination, reranied to Cma^ and 
died Cure of Sainte Foy, February 
1 8th, 171 2, in the t ;th year of iiis 
priedhood, preceding by Icfs than a 
month their coufin John Francis 
Buiflbn (a fon of Gcrv^fe, their 
father's brother), who died on the 
15th March, 1712, in the 29th 
year of his pricfthood, and being at 
h\i Jcath one of the canons of the 
church of {Quebec. The author of 
thb narrative detiib the co m i nen cc* 
mcnt of their labors on the Mifllf- 
fippi. He was Rationed iirft at 
Taniarois, btttieinoved very foon to 
the Natchez, among whom he labor- 
ed earneftly till he was malFacrcd by 
apanjrof Sitimachcs while delbend* 
ingthe Miffiifip^ in 1707. 

i This is the earlicfl notice of 
Mr. de Vinceiwcs. This officer, 
whofe in the Chicltalaw war 
bu rendered his name famous, nnd 
whofe memory is prefcrvcd by a 
wefiem city, was apparently a ne- 
pilKW of Louis joUiet, the explorer 



of the MiSiflippi. His family 
name was BiflTot, Vincenncs being 
merely the name of a Scigneurie in 
Qmada acquired by one of hu an« 

ccfton. FIc u 3s commander nmonp 
the Miamis in 1 698, as this journal 
fliows, and though he was near lofing 
his militar)' rani: ! pofition in 
1704, he was too uiciul 10 bt' re- 
moved. In 1730 he led the Mia- 
mis in D'Artaguctte's expedition, 
and with du Tifnc, Lalandc and 
Fadicr Scnat fell \\\xo ihc hands of 
tlic Chiclufaws and was put to 
death. Vincennes wts not appe- 
parcntly founJcd by him, but mav 
hav e been a poft or rcfidence ol his, 
fi> diat the town that arofe toolc his 



3 Henri de Tontv. fon of the 
founder of Tontines, i)nu a Neapo* 
lltan, who with liis ^ther having 

been eonccrncil iti a coafplracy 
a^inll the Spanilh power, retired 
to Prtoce. He Idl an arm in the 
fcrvice, and was recommendc^l to 
I.u S^Ue by the Prince de Conde. 
He is one of the noble figures in 
the hiftory of ihc weft. As Ijeu- 
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had come to the refolution to nccompany us as far 
as the Akanlcas. I cannot, Monleigneur, cxprefs 
our obligations to him ; he guided us as far as the 
Akanlcas and gave Ub much pleafure on the way. 
He facilitated our courfe through feveral nations, 
winning us the friendihip of fome and intimidating 
thofe who from jealoufy or a define of plunder had 
wiflicd to oppofe our voyage ; he has not only done 
the duty of a brave man, but alfo difcharged the 
functions of a zealous miffionary. He quieted the 
minds of our employees in the little vagaries that 
they might have ; he fupported us by his example 
in the cxcrciics of devotion which the voyage per- 
mitted us to perform, very often approadiing die 
(acraments. 

It would be ufelefs, Monleigneur, to give you a 
defcription of Lake Miefitgan,* on which we em«- 
barked, leaving the fort of the Outouaouas,* it is a 
courfe well enough known. We would have taken 
the fouth iide, which is much the ihortcll and 

[cnant of La Salic !ic diuxHcJ aFain epidemical l«V«r tnAuguft, I704, M 

in Illinois with confuininate fkiU, Mobile, 
and goii^ 10 meet La Salle he made 

the fccond voyage to the mouth of 4 Michigan. 

the MiffilTippi He wa! one of the 

founders of Detrait, and his re- 5 The Ottawas or Short Ean, 

moval from the command of the ftiU cxift. They form a village on 

port to give place to the inexperi- the weft fide of the lower peninfula 

cnced deBourgniont plunged ihc poll o( Michigan, \shcrc Cufioli^ Mif- 

in « war. When Iberville reached lionaries lliil attend them. Their 

themoudt of the Miffiffippi, and hinguagc is .Algonquin, and their 

fcttlcmcnls were begun, Tnnry went dialed^ approaches very nearly that 

down, and rendered fignal fcrvice of tike Chippewas. 
dll he fanlc a viAim to a dea% 
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finer than the north, but as it is the path of the 
Irriquois, and as they not long lincc furprizcd lome 
(bldiers and Indians who were goine to the Miamis, 
this obliged us to take the n ortli lidc, wliich is not 
fo agreeable nor abundant in game, but eafier 
withal as I think, becaufe you are there ihielded 
from the north and eaft winds. 

On the 1 8th of the month we arrived off the 
Bay of the Pu8Dt^^ forty leagues diftant from 
Michilimakinac ; we cabined in nn iHe of the de- 
tour, [fo called] becaufe there the Lake begins to 
turn foutherly. We were detained on this ifland 
fix days, during which our people employed their 
time in fetting nets ; they took a great quantity of 
white fiih, which is a veiy fine fi(h, and a manna, 
which is fcarcdy ever wanting along this lake, 
where meat is almofl always out of reach. 

On the 20th we crofled the Bay of the Puants 
[which is] about ten leagues bronrl. You crofs 
from ifle to ifle. The Bay of the Puants is about 
twenty or thirty leagues long. On the right, as 
you enter, you find another fmall bay called [the 
Bay] of the Noquets. The Bay of the Puants is 
inhabited by feveral Indian nations, the Noquets,^ 
FoUes Avoines' [Wild Rice], Foxes, and the Pout- 

C Green Bay. Les Puns were Ok 7 Thde Indians left their name 

Winnebagoes, The Jcfuit Relations, to Himc iflnnds in Green Biv, bw 

where the name firft appears, ejt- they figure very little in hillory. 
pUndut the Algonquin wold Oue- « rrw c 11 a • v 
!iihcgr,uc, tr^nHated Puans. meant » The Follcs Avo.nes were the 

really men Irom the water. Menomonew, whofc hmguage .s the 
call dioiiftlves Otthasnu. J^^nipt of «U the Ai^^m 
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ouatami and the Sale.' The Jefuit Fathers have a 
miflion at the head of the bay. We much wifhed 
to pals hv the head of this bay, and it would have 
been much our Ihorteft [route]. You afcend a 
Httle river (where there are only three leagues of 
rapids) about fixty leagues long; you then make a 
portage which is not long,'" and fall into the river 
of Welkoniin» which ts very fine, and which you 
are only two days in defcendtng to reach the Mi- 
ciiBppi. It is indeed 200 leagues frc m the point 
where this river empties into the Mictflippi to 
that where the river of the Illinois" dilcharges into 
the fame Micillippi, but the current is fo ftrong 
that this diftance is foon made; but the Foxes 
[who] are on this little river that you afcend on 
leaving the Bay to reach the Wefkonfin will not 
fufler any perfoii [to pafs] for fear they will go to 
places at war with them, and hence, they have 
already plundered feveral Frenchmen, who wiflied 
to go by that road. This obliged us to take the 
Chikagu road. 

On the 29th of September, we arrived at the 
village of the Poux'- about twenty leagues' diftance 
from the Travcrfe of the Bay. There was formerly 
a very fine village there, but fince the chief's death 

9 The Pottowatamies, Sacs and kui, K^lkdfliiii, Moingonas, and an 
Foxes, arc ftill fubfifiing tribes of adopted tribe, the Mctchigameas, all 
the Cnne A^nqoin fiiinily. of whom ate freqaeoily mendoued 

here. 

Sec this portage more fully 
defcribed in Guigpas's letter,/*^. Poux is not the plural of the 

Pnoch woid pou, •* fome ftqppole, 
but a cancnftionof Pouteonatmu. 

ap of the Pcorias, Tanurois, Caho* 
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a part of the Indians have gone and fettled in the 

Bay, and the reft were ready to go there too when 
we pafTcd. We remained in this village 

The 30th we let out, and on the 4th of Odtober 
we came to another fmall village of Poiix on a 
little river where Rev. Father Marais'* had win- 
tered with Ibme Frenchmen and planted a crofi. 
We (pent the reft of the day there. 

On the 5th we fet out, and after being detained 
two days by high winds, we arrived on the 7th at 
Melwarik.'* This is a river where there is a vil- 
lage which has been confidcrable, and inhabited by 
the Motar<5tins'5 and Foxes, and even fomc Poux. 
We remained there two days, partlv on account of 
the wind arid partly to rcfrefli our people a little, 
as duck and teal (hooting was very plenty on the 
river. 

On the loth of October, having left Meliwarik 
early in the morning, we arrived in good feafon at 
Kipikawi,'^ which is about eight leagues from it. 

There we parted with Mr. de Vincennes's party, 
who continued their courie towards the Miamis. 
Some Indians had led us to fuppofe that we might 

• 1 Apparently the Rev. Jofcpli J. i$ It they were ever a 4iftinA na< 

Mtueft, of the Society of JcAis, long tion, thde. Malcoaiens have now 

a miflionarv' in the well, certainly merged ini1ieSaes,PoxiesandRika* 

from 16S9 to 171 1, thoMgh it may poos. 

be his brother Gabriel, who was on ,f , , c 1 1 n- • 

the Illim.il miiBon in 170a . ^ "^".r- " 1, k • '^ir'"!! ^l'' 

' kawi or Kipikuikwi elfcwhcrc. The 

>4 Milwaukee, written on Aime river is evidently that emptying into 

early maps Melloki and Melleoki. the Lake at Racine, and this route 

For Latlnisuig this laft form hat ad* was up the Root River and then by a 

vantage*. portage acroii to the Fox« or PiOi- 
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afcend by this river, and that after making a portage 
of about nine leagues, we could defcend by another 
river called Piftrui," which empties into the River 

of the Illinoif; about twenty-five or thirty leagues 
from Cliikngu.'** We avoided this river, which is 
about twenty leagues in length up to the portage. 
It pafles through quite plealanr prairies, but as 
there was no water in it, we judged fagely too that 
there would not be in the ^sftikwi,*^ and that in- 
ftead of Shortening our way, we (hould have had 
to make nearly forty leagues of the way as a port- 
age. This obliged us to take the route of Chicagu, 



tain (Beftikwt) river, which they 

dcfccricc! to ihc Illinoi?. The 
names in this memoir have fuffcrcd 
greatly in iranfcription, and the 
copyift fccms to have hecn cfpccially 
bothered by the which he re- 
plices by vv or w, and fomctimcs 
by r and L As a vowel it corre- 
fpoiids to dK En^lh 00 (French on) 
as a coolbmm to w. 

t? Joutel on his map gives the 

name ofPttcfcouy to this river, and 
Charlevoix (////?. df la jVeu:r//i 
Fnuii. \ il m, p 3S50) ineittion< 
it as the Pillieoui ; it is now called 
the Fox or Pilluakaor Pillakcc, and 
a lake on itscourfc is a](b ftill called 
PiAakce. 

•'The party made their «ay to 
Chtcagp, where ihey found a Jcfuit 
Miami inlflion. The milHon of St 
Jofeph's has been ufually fuppok-d 
to have bceii on the St, Julcph'^ 
river from the £rft. Chicago was 



from a very eariy dale a place of 

importance, as one of the route- to 
the MiiliiUppi. Pcrrot is faid to have 
vifited icin 1671, but this i: only an 
iiifcn'tn of Cli.irkn oix, not borne 
out by the nunufcfipi of Pcrrct, to 
which he refers. Marquette and 
Joliet p^flcd bv it on their retnra 
from their explonitlon of thcMifliP- 
fippi. Mjri|ucttc pjlTl'd a winter 
there fubrc(}iKnil/. Allou^z took 
the fame route in 1677. La Salle 
on his fecond journey to the Illinois 
went by flic way of Chicago, 
Jouiet and Cavclicr. the aaibor 
of the preceding Joitrnal, were at 
Chicago in 1687-8, and La Hontan 
the next year came back from the 
MifliiFippi by the fame route. After 
the prcKnt author Charlevtnx de* 
fcriboi the line of travel by Chicago, 
and the portage is called Portage 
mix Chcncs. On Dc 1* Iflc's map 
of Louifiana (circn :hc Dcf- 

plaioCi I. called the Chicago. 
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which is about twenty-five leagues from it. Wc 
remained five days at Kipikuflcwi, 

We left It on the 17th, and after having been 
detained by wind the i8th and iQth, wc cabined 
on the 20th iive leagues troiii the Chicai^w. Wc 
fiiould have reached it early on the 21ft, but the 
wind, which fuddenly fprung up from the lake, 
obliged us to land half a league from Apkaw.*' We 
had coniiderable difficulty in getting afhore and 
faving our canoes. We had to throw everything 
into the water. This is a thing which you muft 
take good care of along the lakes, and cfpecially on 
[Lake] MilTigan, (the ihiores of which are very flat) 
to land loon when the water Iwells from the lake, 
fox the breakers get fo large in a fhort time that 
the canoes 'are in ri{k of going to pieces and 
l(^ng all on board ; feveral travellers have already 
been wrecked there. We went by land, Mr. de 
Montigny,*^ Davion and myfelf, to the houfe of 

19 This n,unc i" inexplicable, by Mcfl"r. D.u ion and St. Cofme. 

They ccrudnly (lopped at Chicagp, Tlie out(ic of this milBon is did to 

and the n>nie may have been a have coll io.S30 litrres. They 

tranfcribcr's blunder for cene place* founded a miiTion at Tamarots, of 

that place. which the Jefuits cotnplatued, and 

after confidcrable altercation Mr. 

i°Rcv. Francis JoLLiimr MoN'- dc Monii^ny in 1700 retired, and 

TiGKY, the leader ot ilic parcy going to Fraijcc rctufcd to return to 

whofe journey is here dcfrribed, America. He was then fent t» 

was bom at Paris, but ordained at China where he labored with great 

Quebec, March 8, 1693. After Mai, and becoming Secretary to 

being Cure of St. .Angc Gardien .u;J Cirdinal dc Tournon Hiarcd his 

Direct of the Urfulincs, he fctout exile and attended him on his death 

to feund a miflion of the Seminanr bed In prifon at Macao. Mr. dc 

of Quebec on the MifTifllppi. He Momigny then returned ro Paris 

bore the appyintnicii: of Vicar ^ d there became Direftor of the 

General of the Billi jp of Quebec, Foreign Millions, and died in 17*5 

and wai attended, as we here fee, at the a|p of 64. 
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the Reverend Jefuit Fathers, our people ftaying with 
the baggage. We found there Rev. Father Pinet*' 
and Rev. Father Buinateau,** who had recently 
come in from the Illinois and were Hightly fick. 

I cannot explain to you, Monfeigneur, with 
what cordiality and marks of eftcem thefe reverend 
Jefuit Fathers received and careiTed us during the 
time that we had the con(blation of flaying with 
them. Their houTe is built on the banks of the 
Dnall lake, having the lake on one fide and a fine 
large prairie on the other. The Indian village is 
of over 1 50 cabins, and one league on the river 
there is another village almoft as large. They are 
both of the Miamis. Rev. Father Pinet makes it 
his ordinary refidence except in winter, when the 
Indians all go hunting, and which he goes and 
ipends at the Illinois. We faw no Indians there, 
tney had already ftarted for their hunt If we may 
judge of the future by the little while that Father 
Pinet has been on this miflion, we may (ay that 
God blcfics the labors and zeal of this holy mifllon- 
ary. There will be a great number of good and 
fervent Chriftians there. It is true that little fruit 
is produced there in thofe who have grown up and 
hardened in debauchery, but the children are bap- 
tized and even the medicine men, moil oppofed to 

^> Father Fiuncu Pinet was the a millionaiy in Maine in 1693, and 
founder oftheTiautdiiidiEoouid died of t fever bron^t on by hi* 
died diere about 1704. labors foon aftc^ this vifit of St. 

Coftnc, as Fatiicr Gravicr in 1 700 

>«Ptdier JviuM BnnmiMi wn does not refer xo him. 

H 
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Chriftianity, allow their children to be baptized. 
They are even very glad to have them inftru^ed. 

Many girls already grown up and many young 
boys are being inftrudted, (b that it may be hoped 
that when the old flock dies off there will be a 
new Chiiftian people. 

On the 24th of Odtobcr, the wind having 
Men, we made our canoes come with all our bag* 
gage, and pereeiving that the waters were extremely 
k>w we made a cache on the (hore and took only 
what was abfolutcly necelTary for our voyage, re- 
fervincr till fpring to fend for the reft, and we left 
in charge of it Brother Alexander, who confented 
to remain there with Father Pinet's man, and we 
ftarted from Chicaqw on the 29th and put up for 
the night about two leagues off, in the little river 
which is then loft in the prairies. The next day 
we began the portage, which is about three leagues 
long when the water is low, and only a quarter of 
a league in the fpring, for you embark on a little 
lake that empties into a branch of the river of the 
Illinois,-^ and when the waters arc low you have 
to make a portage to that branch Wc made half 
our portage that day, and wc iliould have made 
fbme progreis further, when we perceived that a 
little boy whom we had received from Mr. de Muys,^ 

*i Mud Lake, which ciupiics into French rctx>rcs of the weft (O'Cal- 

tlie Dd(daiiies, am) called by the bghan's New York Coi Doc., ix ), 

voya^ura Le petit Lie. See note, and is apparently the one appointed 

p. 51. Governor of Louifiana in 1707 ; » 

14M. DK Muvs. An officer of Lieutenant of the fame name was at 

tiiMnime %iue9 Ibvenl timet iaihc ^t^" ^ October, 17S3. 
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having darted on alone, although he had been told 

to wait, had got loll without any one paying atten- 
tion to it, all hands being engaged. We were 
obliged to flop and look, for him. All let out, we 
fired fcveral guns, but could not find him. It was 
a very unloimnate mifhap, we were preiled by the 
reafon and the waters being very low, we 0iw well 
that being obliged to cany our efieds and our canoe 
it would take us a great while to reach the Illinois. 
This made us part company, Mr. de Montigny^ 
dc Tonty and Davion,'J continued the portage 
next dav, and T with fi^ur other men returned to 
look for this little boy, and on my way back I met 
Fatiicr^ Pinct and Biiinareau who were going^ with 
two Frcnclmien and one Indian to the iiiinois. 
We looked for him again all that day without be- 
ing able to find him. As next day was the feaft 
of All Saints this obliged me to go and pais the 
night at Chikagou wim our people, who having 
heard mafs and performed their devotions early, 
w<? fpent all that day too in looking for that little 
boy without being able to get the leaft trace. It 
was very difficult to find him in the tall grafs, for 
the whole country is prairies ; you meet only fome 
clumps of woods. As the grafs was high we durft 

3^5 Rev. Anthony Davion began iocorrigibic tnbc drove him out. 

the Tonkis, but He ledred to New Orleans about 

hbored almcft in vain. On ihe 1722, an^l died in France about 

murder of Rev. Mr. Foucault he 1727. He is fiiJ to have been a 

icditd 10 MobUe* but returned to native of Normandy and to have 

his pod in '704, and remained for arrived at Quebec in 1690, 
over twelve years, till in faft the 
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not fet fire to it for fear of Inirning him. Mr. de 

Montigny had told me not to (lay over a day, be- 
caufc the cold was becoming fevere ; this obliged 
me to Hart after giving Brother Alexander direc- 
tions to look for him and to takcfome of the French 
who were at Chicagb. 

I iet out the fecond of November in the after- 
noon, made the portage, and flept at the river of the 
Illinois we went down the river to an iiland. 
During the night we were furprized to fee an inch 
of filow and the next day the river frozen in feveral 
places, yet we had to break the ice and drag the 
canoe, becaule there was no water ; this forced us 
to leave our canoe and go in fearch of iMr. de 
Montigny, whom we overtook next day, the 5th of 
the month, at Stag Ifland (Ifle aux Cerft). They 
had already made two leagues portage, and there 
were Ml four to make to Monjolly, which we 
made in three days and arrived on the 8th of the 
month. From Ifle a la Cache to Monjolly*' is the 

*6 Thb is probably a inilUe of France, which took its n.imefrom 

the copytll. the following circumllancc : 

** Mademoilclle Joly, t Frendi 

i7This is the "well known mound "aftrcft of the latter part of the 

" at Joliet, now called Moum Jolict, " eighteenth century, ha\ inc; pafTcd 

**oiicefiippoledtobeaworkof art, " fomc agreeable ho a i ) i ill near 

" n-i .v T-nc-ri!ly conccflcd to be " Falaife, called La Rixhc-S.iint- 

" a natural lormatioJi. The mate- "Qucntin, left diretliyi.i in her will 

" rials for paving ufcd in Chicago "that her remains 'Ihould be carried 

"are obtained fiom that fourcc." " to this folitary hili, which was fi> 

Lttter tf W^lm Bgrrj, EJq. "dear to her heart.* Her wtflies 

Mount Jolict may be a millakc for " were obeyed, and the hill has c\ict 

Monjoliy, and Monjolly not a cor- " fincc been called Mont-Joly." 
nptioil. Tlieie is a Mont Joly in An Indian legend as to this mottlld 

ii pven a few lines lower down. 
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fpace of fevcn leagues. You muft always make a 
portage, there being no water in the river except in 
the fpring. All along this river is very agreeable. 
It is prairies llcirted by hillr. .i:id very fine woods, 
where there arc uuiiibcrb oi deer a:^ well as on the 
fiver. There is abuadance of game of all kinds. To 
that one of our men ftroliing around after making 
the portage, killed enough to give us a plentiful 
fupper and breakfad next morning. Monjolij is 
a mound of earth in the prairie, on the right as 
you go down, (lightly elevated, about thirty feet. 
The Indians fay that at the time of a great deluge 
one of their anceflors efcaped, and that this little 
mountaii) is his canoe which he turned over there. 
On leaving Monjolly we made about two leagues 
to another little portage of about a quarter of a 
league. As one of our men, named Charbonneau, 
had killed fevcral turkeys and geefis in the morning 
and a deer, we did well to give fomewhat of a treat 
to our people and let them reft for a day. 

On the loth we made the little portage and 
found half a league of water, and then two men 
towed the canoe for a league ; the reft marched on 
land, each with his pack, and we embarked for the 
fpace of a league and a half and ftopped for the 
night at a little portage, live or fix arpens** oiF. 

On the 1 1 th, after making the litde portage, we 
came to the river Tealike,^ which is the real river 

*SThearpentis about SCO feet. Cuadinu, as Charlevoix telb us 

i9Thc Kankakee, called by die (vol- ?■ .ro), . arrupted to Kia- 
Indians Theakiki, a Damewbich the Kankakee. 
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of rhe Illinois ; that which we had dcfcended be- 
ing only a branch. We put all our affairs in the 
canoe, which two men towed, while Mr. de 
Tonty and we with the reft of our men marched 
on land, always through beautiful prairies. We 
arrived at the village of the Peanztchias Miamis 

who formerly dwett on the of the Mifliilippi 

and who fome years fince came and fettled in this 
place. There was no one in the village, all having 
gone out hunting. We went that dnv to halt near 
Mallacre, which is a little river that empties into the 
river of the Illinois. It was from this day that we 
bc^aa to have buiialo, and the next day two of our 
men killed foar, but as thefe animals are lean at this 
fealbn, they contented thcmfelves with taking the 
tongues. The/e cattle (eem to me larger than ours ; 
they have a hump on the back, the legs are very 
fhort, the head very large and fo covered with long 
hair, that it is faid n hall c;^nnot penetrate it. We 
afterwards law them almoit every day during our 
voyage to the Aknnfeas. 

Alter having had to carry our baggage for three 
days, and put it all together in the canoe, the river 
being low and full of rocks, we arrived on the 
15th of November at the place called the Old Fort. 
It is a rock which is on the bank of the river about 
a hundred feet high, where Mr. de la Salle built a 

>9 The Iroquois River, Charlevoix there furprifod and cut to piecc$ by 

teUs us {^Hijl. dcla Neuvdic France, ihc Illinois, but the prcfcnt Iroquois 

.VoL ui, p. 380), was fo called be- is a branch of the Kanicakce above 

canfe «D IroqpDtt war party was dw Defphinet. 
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fort which he abandoned. The Indians having 
gone to flay about twenty-ftve leagues lower down, 

we flept a league below, where we found two In- 
dian cabins. W'c were confolcd to lee one per- 
fectly good Chnllian woman. 

From Chicagvv to the Fort they reckon thirty 
leagues. Here navigation begins, which continues 
uninterrupted to the Fort of the Permavevvi,)* where 
the Indians are now. We arrived there on the 
19th of November. We found R. Father Pinet 
there, who not being loaded when they flarted 
from Chicagoii had arrived here fix or feven days 
before us. We alfo favv tlicrc Rev. Father Marays, 
a Jcfuit All the reverend Fathers gave us all pof- 
fible welcome. Their only regret was to fee us 
flart fo foon, on account of the frofts, we there 
took a Frenchman who had fpent three years at 
the Akanfeas and who knows the language aiittle. 

This Illinois mifTion feems to me the fineft that 
Jefuit Fathers have up here, for without counting 
all the children who are baptized, there are many 
grown perlons who have abandoned ail their Uiper- 
ilitions and live as perFf-fHv 9;ood Chriftians, fre- 
quenting the facrainciits, and are married in the 
cnurch. We had not the coniblation of feeing all 
thefe good Chriftians, for they were all difperfed 
going down the bank of the river to hunt. We 
law there only fome Indian women married to 
Frenchmen, who edified us by their nfiodefty and 

]«RocUbrt. til'-' Hiiiiui' n.i;i')ti, who haw left 

ihcir ivunc to a lake. 

31 The PeoriaSfOne of tbchnncha 
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by their alliiiuity in going fcveral times a day to 
the cliapel to. pray. We fang High Mais there 
with deacon and lubdeacon, on the day of the 
Prefentation of the Bleiled Virgin, and after com- 
mending our voyage to her, and placing ourielves 
under her protedion, we darted from the Illinois. • 

On the 22d of November we had to break the 
ice for two or three arpens to get out of the lake 
of We were four canoes, Mr. de Tonty's, 

our two, and another [of five ?] young voyageurs who 
chofe to accompany us, partly on account of Mr. de 
Tonty, who is generally loved by all the voyageurs, 
pardy alfo to fee the cottotry. Rev. Fathers Buina- 
teau and Pinet alfo joined us for a part of the way, 
wifhing to go and fpend the whole winter with 
their Indians. 

The firft day after our departure we found the 
cabin of Rouenfas,^^ the moft confiderable of the 
Illinois chiefs. He is a very good Chriftan and 
received us politely, not like a barbarian, but like a 
well bred Frcnchmaii , he took us to hi.s cabin and 
forced us to fpend the night there. He made us a 
prefent of three deer, one of which he gave to the 
rather, the other to Mr. de Tonty, and the third 
to us. We there learned that the Charanon, the 
Chekaihas, and Karkinonpols had furprized the 

3* The name of this chief, Roinfac, Cha8anon, or Shawnee ; tlic Karkl- 
wu applied rubrc<|ucn(l/ to ihcio wn noopols are uncertain ; the C hckaihu 
QrKifkfllkia. are theChidabwii the Kavvkiu 

are the Kaskuu or CalioktaSt m 
33 The copyill, as wc remarked Illinois tribe, 
before, has r for the Gnek 8 in ' 
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Kawkias, an Illinois nation that is about five or fix 
leagues below the mouth of the River of the Illi- 
nois along the Miciflipi. They had killed ten 
men, taken nearly loo flaves, as well women as 
children. As this Rouenfas has much talent, we 
thought ourfelves obliged to make him fome pre- 
fent to induce him to favour our paflage through 
the Illinois nations, not To much fur this firft voyage 
as for the others, when we might be in lefs force, 
for all thefe peoples up here are much inclined and 
eafily conceive jealouly when one goes to other 
nations. We therefore gave him a belt to Hiow 
him that we contradled an alliance with him, and 
with all his nation, and that he being a Chriftian 
(hould have no greater pleafure than to fee other 
nations partake of the happinefs that he enjoyed, 
and that to this end he was bound to facilitate as 
much as he could the defign of the miflionaries 
who were going to inftruft them. We then made 
him a little prelcnt of powder. 

On the 23d in the morning, after faying our 
mafles, where Rouenfas and his family received at 
Mr. de Montigny's mafs, we fet out and came to a 
little Indian village where we landed. The chief, 
by name the Bear, told us that it was not apropos 
for us to go to the Miciflipi, but Mr. de Tonty 
gained or intimidated him by thefe words, telling 
him that we were envoys from the Mafter of Life, 
who is the king, and of the great mafter of the 
river, to inftrudl thofe Indians where we were 

I 



62 St, Cofffte's Voyage 

going, and that he was ipared by the Governor 
to accom|»ny us, fo that to give us . any trouble 
would be to attack the Governor in perfon. As he 

made no reply to thefc words we embarked, and on 
the 24th we went to pafs the night at another vil- 
lage of fevcral cabins, where we found the one 
called Tivet, once a famous chief in his nation, but 
of late abandoned by almoft all his people. He 
made many complaints to Mr. de Tonty, who re- 
proached him with the fadi that itVas his miicon- 
dud that drew on him the hatred of his people, 
and that he had long promiied to give up his jug- 
glery (for he is a famous medicine man), but that 
he had done nothing of the kind. He was after- 
wards there at prayers, and the. Indian promiied to 
be inftrucfled- 

The next day, March 25th, we parted with Rev. 
Father Pinet, who remains in this village to pafs 
the winter, for there was a good number of Praying 
Indians, and on the 26 we found a village^ the 
chief of which was hunting with all his young men. 
Some old men oime to meet us, weeping for the 
death of their people defeated by the Chabanons. 
They told us that we did not do well to go through 
(he Carrechias^''^ with the Chauanons, to whom, 
they kid, Mr. dc Tonty had given arms and had 
attacked them. Mr. dc Tonty replied that it was 
over three years fince he left me Illinois, and that 
he could not have feen the Chauanons to give them 
armsi but as the Indians continued conftantly £iy- 

34Th» copyift here cvidentljr Umdeied «t OtSfciM. 
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ing many unreafonable things, wc faw well that 
they were not well difpofed and that we Hiould 
ftart as foon aspolTible, before the youth, who were 
to arrive next morning, came in. We accordingly 
left abruptly, Mr. de Tonty telling them that he 
did not fear men. They told us that they bewailed 
our youth, who would be killed. Mr. de Tonty 
replied that they had feen him meet the Iroquois, 
and that they knew that he could kill men. It 
muft be avowed that thc^ Indians Irave n very great 
cfteem for him ; it is enough for him to be in a 
party to prevent their offering any infult. Wc 
embarked at once and went to pafs the night five 
or lix leagues from this village. The next day wc 
were detained a part of the day by reafon of a great 
quantity of ice tnat was floating in the river. 

On the 28th we landed at a village where there 
were about twenty cabins. ,Wc there faw the 
chief's wife. This woman is very influential in 
the nation on account of her talent and liberality, 
and bccaul'c having many fons and fons-in-law, 
all hunters, (lie often gives banquets, which is a 
means of loon acquiring influence among thefc 
Indians^ and all their nations. We (aid mafi in 
the village in the cabin of a Ibldier named La ' 
Violette, married to a fquaw, whofe child Mr. de 
Montigny baptized. Mr. dc Tonty related to this 
chieftainefs what they had faid to us in the laft 
village. She dilapproved it all and told him that 
all the nation felt great joy to lee him and us too» 
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but what grieved her was not to be fure of ieeing 
him again and pofTefllng him longer. 

We left this village and made about eight leagues. 
From the 29th of November to the 3d of Decem- 
ber we were detained at the (ame place by the ice, 
by which the river was entirely blocked up. 
During all this time we had provifions in plenty, 
for one can not fall on this river, fo abundant is it 
in game of all kinds« fwans, geefe, ducks. It is 
fkirted by very fine woods, which are not very 
large, fo that you fometimes meet fine prairies, 
where there are numbers of deer. Charbonneau 
killed fevera! while we were detained. Others alfo 
killed fome. The navigation of this river is not 
very good when the water is low. We were 
ibmetimes obliged to march with a part of our 
people while the others conducted the canoes, not 
without difficulty, being fometimes obliged to get 
into the water which was already veiy cold. 
During our delay. Rev. Father Buineteau, whom 
we had left at the village of the chief's wife, came 
to fee us and after fpending a day with us returned 
to the village for the Feail of St. Francis Xavier. 
On that day a high wind having broken a part 
of the ice we made about a league. The next 
day, having taken wooden canoes at five Indian 
cabins, we broke about three or four arpens of ice 
that blocked up the river, and was about four 
inches thick and bore men on it. Then wc had 
navigation free to the Miciffipi, where we arrived 
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on the 5th of December, after having made about 
eight leagues from the Fort of Peniteni.^s 

Miciliippi is a large and beautiful river, that 
comes from the north. It divides into fevcral 
channels at the part where the river of the Illinois 
cmpticb, which forms very beautiful illands. It 
makes leveral bends but feems to me to keep always 
the fame direction to the fouth as far as the Akanfeas. 
It is lined by very fine forefts. The bank on both 
fid« appears about thirty feet high, which does 
not prevent its inundating far into the woods in 
the fpring when the waters are high, except fome 
hills or very elevated fpots occafionally met with. 
You find all along great quantities of buffalo, bear, 
deer. You alio lee a very great number of birds. 
We always had fo great a quantity of meat along 
this over as far as the Acanfeas, that we paiTed 
feveral herds of buffalo without caring to fire at 
them. 

On the 6th of December we embarked on the 

MicilTippi. After making about fix leagues we 
found the great river of the Miffouris, which comes 
from the weft, and which is fo muddy that it fpoils 
die waters of the MicilTipi, which down to this 
river are very clear. It is faid that there are up 
this mountain (river ?) a great number of Indians. 
Three or four leagues [Arther] we found on the 
left a rock having fome figures painted on it> for 
which, it is faid, the Indians have fome veneration. 

3 5 Pomcteougr, or Peoria it would fiomtlieMiiRffipiMtn 1 7s i . Chmrh^ 
fiein« boc Ui«t wis fcvcnty leafues fiifftr,iit, 391. 
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They are now almofl effaced.'^ We went that 

day to Kavvcchias," who were ftill mourning over 
the blow inflidted on them by the Chikakas and 
• Chouanons; they all began to weep on our arrival. 
They did not fcem to us fo holtile or ill dirpofcd as 
lome IHinois Indians had told us of thefe poor 
people, who excited more our compafTion than our 
nar. 

The next day about noon we reached the Tama- 
rois.)* The Indians had been early notified of our 
coming by another'* who had flarted from the 

Akanfcas^^ to carry them the news. As they had 
given trouble to lome of Mr. dc Tonty's men a 
year before, they were afraid, and all the women 
and children fled from the village ; but we did not 
go to it, as we wifhed to prepare for the feafl: of the 
CoDceptionrwe cabined on the other fide qf the 
. river^on 'the right.' Mr. de Tbnty went^to*the 
village and having reaifured them a little, he 
brought lis the chief who begged us to go and fee 
him in his village. We promifed to do fo and 
next day, Feaft of the Conception, after faying our 
MaiTcs we went with Mr. de Tonty and feven of 
our men well armed. They came to receive rs 
and took us to the chiers cabin. All the Vomen 
and children were there, ^and we were* no iboner 
there than the young folks and women broke in a 
part to be able to fee us. Th^ had never feen 

3<This is the Piefa, or painted 3* The Tamarakt or MitOM, were 
rock, firft mentioDcd by Marquette, en Illinois tribe. 

37 CahokiM. 39 This nunc is evidottl/ wrongp 
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any Black Gown except for a few days the Rev. 
Father Gravier,^ who had paid them a vifit. 
They gave us a meal, and we made them a little 
prefcnt as we had done to the Carrechias. We told 
them that it was to (how them that we had a well 
made heart, and that we wiflied to contradt an 
alliance with them, fo that they lliouid kindly re- 
ceive our people who often paired there, and that 
they (hould give them food. They received it 
with many thanks and then we returned. The 
Tamarois were cabined on an ifland lower down 
than their village, perhaps to get wood more eafily, 
from which their village, which is on the edge of a 
prairie, is fomewhat diftant ; perhaps too for fear 
of their enemies.' We could not well fee whether 
they were very ''numerous. They feemed to us 
quite fo, ahhough the greater part of their people 
were hunting. There was wherewith to torm a 
fine miffion by bringing here the Kavvchias, who 
are quite near, and the Michiagamias, who are a 
little lower down on die Miffifllppi, and (aid to be 
quite numerous.*' „We did not fee them as they 
had gone inland to hunt The three villages fpeak 
Illinois. 

We left Tamarois on the 8th of December, in 

40 The author of a'Aibfe^ncBt fore 1721 (Charlcvoijl^ vol. lu, pi, 

Jountil ia ihit volume' Their language was how- 
ever different, as we fee by Fa« 

4* The Metchigamias were lower ilicr Marquette's Journal where 

down the MilBi&ppi in Marijucne'* he dcfcribei the critical moment 

dm^ bM jomed me ninob and be- when the tribe poured opt to mack 

aune inoorponied with them be^ hint' 
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the afternoon. On the loth we faw a hill which 
is about three arpents diftance from the MicifTipi, 
on the right hand going down. After being de- 
tained a part of the 1 1 th by the ram, we arrived 
early on the 1 2th , at Cape St. Antoine, where we 
remained that day and all the next to get pitch, 
which we needed. There are many Opines from 
Cape St. Antoine to a river lower down, and it 
is the only fpot where I faw any from Chigagou 
to the Acanteas. Cape St. Antoine is a rock on 
the left as you go down Some arpents below there 
is another rock on the right winch advances into 
the river, and forms an ifland, or rather a rock 
about 200 feet high/ which making the river turn . 
back very abruptly and narrowing the channel 
forms a kind of whirlpool there, where it is faid 
a canoe is ingulfed at the high waters. Fourteen 
Miamis were once lofl there, which has rendered 
the fpot fearful among the Indians, fo that they arc 
accuflomed to make fome (acrifices to this rock 
when ihey pafs. We faw no figure there as we 
had been told.^* You afcend this ifland and rock 
by a hill . with confiderable dilHculty. On it we 
planted a beautiful crofs, finging the. Vextlla Regis, 
and our people fired three volleys of mufketry. 
God grant that the Crofs which has never been 
known in thefe rcgiopp, may triumph there and 
our Lord pour forth abundantly on them the merits 
of his holy pairiun, that all the Indians may know 

4* See M«n)iiette's account in his Journ«l« (MHon 7. 
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and fervc him. At Cape St. Antoine you begin to 
find canes. There is alfo a kind of large tree h'kc 
the whitewood, which exudes a gum of very good 
odor ; you find too all along the MiciHipi a quantity 
of fruit trees unknown in Canada, the fruit of which 
is excellent. We found fomctimes fruit ftill on the 
trees. I had forgotten to note here that [fince] we 
were on the Miciflipi we did not perceive that we 
were in winter* and the more we deicended the 
greater heat we found, yet the nights are cool. 

Wc left Cape St. Antoine on the T.ith of De- 
cember, and on the 15th wc halted for the night 
one league below the Wabache,*^ a large and beau- 
tiful river which is on the left of the Miciflipi and 
comes from towards the north, and is they fay five 
hundred leagues long, and rifes near the Sonontu- 
ans.** They go by this river to the Chauanons, 
who trade with the English. 

On the 1 6th wc (Parted from Wabache, and 
nothing fpecial befcl us, nor did we find any thing 
remarkable till the Acanfeas, except that we found 
a certain bird, as large ns a fwan, which has the bill 
about a foot long, and the throat of extraordinary 
fize, fo large in lonie, they fay, that it would hold 
a bufhel of wheat. The one that we took was a 
fmall one and would eafily have held in his throat 

43 The Ohio, long called Wa- Gravicr's Journal in this volume, 

bafh by the French from its mouth andihencNeontlie.Arican&s,p.7$)k 
to tlic fourcc of the prcfcnt Wa- 
baili ; the Ohio being the part from 44 Scnecas. 
Pitiibui^ to the Wabaflt (fee 
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half a bufhcl. They fay that this bird gets in the 
current, and opening his large bill [takes the fifh] that 
thruft themfclvcs into his gullet. Our Frenchmen 
call this bird Chibek.*^ On the 2 2d we found a 
iinall river on the left going down, which is faid to 
be the road to go to the Chicachas, who are a large 
nation, and it is fuppofed that it is not very hx from 
this little river to their villages. 

On the 24th we cabined early fo that our people 
might prepare for the great feart: of Chrlftmas. 
We made a little chapel ; we fang a high mafs at 
midnight where our people and all the French at- 
tended their duties. Chriftmas day was fpent in 
faying our malTes, all which our people heard and 
in the afternoon we chanted Vefpers. We were 
greatly aftonifhed to fee the earth tremble at one 
clock in the afternoon, and although this earth- 

• t ' 'f- ^ qualte did not lafl: long, it was violent enough for 

all to perceive it cafily. We ftartcd next day a 
little late, becaufe we had to wait for an Indian 
boy that Mr. dc Tonty had, who went into the 
woods the day before to look for truit and got loft. 
We thought that he might have been taken by 
fome Chicacha warriors, which obliged us to keep 
watch and ward all night, but we were quite glad 
to (ee him come back next morning. We fet out 
and went to cabin for the night near the fpot where 
y / i :'LiJ JujTtif*- the Kappas,^ a nation of the Akanfeas were 

formerly. 

The Grandgozicr or Pelican, powerful Arkanfa!- nation. Some 
46 This tribe, the Quap " . , would jdcnlify them with the Paca- 
' ■ ^ now the folc remnant of the once h« of Sonv 
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On St. John's day, after making about five 

leagues, we faw fome^qoden canoes and an Indian 
on the water's "edge ; as we were near and were 
afraid that he would take to flight on feeing us, 
one of our men rook the calumet and fung. He 
was heard at tlic village which was i^uue near; a 
part ran away, the others brought the calumet and 
came to receive us at the water*8 edge. They 
rubbed us when we came up and then rubbed 
themielves, a mark of efleem among the Indians. " 
They took us on their ihoulders and carried us to 
a chief's cabin. There was a hill of potter's clay 
to get up and the one that carried Tank under his 
burden. I was afraid that he would let me fall and 
fo I got down in fpite of him and went up the hill, 
but as foon as I got to the top I had abiulutely to 
get on his back and be carried to the cabin. * Some 
time after they came to chant the Calumet*' for us, 
and the next afternoon they carried us to another 
cabin, where making Mr. de Tonty and us alfo 
fit down on bear (kins, and four chiefs having each 
taken a calumet that they had placed before us, the 
others began to fing, ftriking on a kind of drum, 
made of earthen pots over which they place a Ikin : 
they hold in their hands a gourd with pebbles in it, 
which make a noile, and then chant according with 
the found of thefe drums, and the found of thefe 
gourds. This makes a roufic which is not the moft 
agreeable, while an Indian who was behind rocked 

47 Marqvetie firfl tfcfciibcd the fomc inieftRing detaib as cq it 
&1umet, and Father Gnvicr ^ves 
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us. We were foon difgufted with this ceremony; 
which they perform for all ft rangers, as they cftecm 
it and you muft fuffer it or pafs for being ill dif- 
pofcd and iiaving bad dcfip-ns. We put feme of our 
people in our place after iUyiii^ there a little while, 
and they had the pleafure of being rocked all night. 
The next day they made us a prefent of a little 
flaveand of fome/kins, which we repaid by another 
prefent of knives and other things that they efteem 
highly. We were much confoled to fee ourfelvcs 
y in the [propofed] places of our mlfTiop^, but we were 
fenfibly afflidlcd to fee this Acanlca nation once To 
numerous entirely deftroyed by war and fickncls. 
It is not a month fjnce they got over the Iniall 
pox which carried off the greateft part of them. 
There was nothing to be ieen in the village but 
graves. There were two [tribes] together there 
and we eflimated that there were not a hundred 
men; all the children and a great part of the wo- 
men were dead. Thefc Indians feeni of a very good 
difpofition. We were every moment invited to 
feafts. They polTcfs extraordinary fidelity. They 
tranfported all we had to a cabin, and it remained 
there ior two days without anything being taken, 
and for oaifelves there was nothing loft. One oif 
oar men having forgotten his knife in a cabin, an 
Indian at once came to reftore it. Polygamy is 
not common among them. Yet we iaw in the 
village of the Kappas one of thoie wretched men 
who from their youth drefs as women, ferving 
- - for the moil ihameful of vices, but this wretch was 
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not of their nation : he was an liiinois, among 
whom this is quite common. Thefe Indians have 
in abundance, corn, beans, fquaihes. As for huiit- 
ing, being crulhed by ficknels and in conftant fear 
of their enemies, we faw no figns of any in their 
village. They cabin like the Hurons, ufing large 
earthen pots inftead of kettles and well made, 
pitchers. They are quite naked except that when 
they go out they throw a buffalo robe aroufid 
them. The women and girls are like the Illinois 
hall naked: they have a ikin hanging down iiuin 
' the waift «id reaching to the knees ; foine have a 
fmall deer ikin like a tearf. ' 

We remained in this village two days and a half, 
and after planting a crois that we told them was 
a fign of our union, we Aarted on the 30th of 
November [ ? December] to go to their other vil- 
lage which is about nine leagues from this. It 
was a deep regret to part with Mr. dc Tonty who 
could not go with us for fevcral reafons. He 
would much have deHred to bear us company to 
the other nations where we were going, but bufi-> 
nefs called him back to the Illinois. He is the 
man that bed knows the country. He has been 
twice to the fea; he has been twice far inland to 
the remotcft nations ; he is loved and feared every 
where. Tf they were exploring thefe parts, I do 
not think that they can confide it to a more expe- 
rienced man than he is. Your grace, Monfeigneur, 
will, I doubt not, take pleafure in acknowledging 
the obligations we owe him. 
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We flept at the mouth of the Acanfeas river, 
which is about 250 leagues diftant from that of the 
Illinois. Wc arrived early next morning at the 
village. The Indians came to meet us with the 
calumet ; they led us to the village with the fame 
ceremonies as the firft. We fpent two days there. 
This village Teems to meaHttle more populous 
than the other, there were more children. We 
told them that we were going further down to 
their neighbours and friends ; that they would fee 
us often ; that they would do well to afTetnWe all 
together fo as more eafily to refifl: their enemies. 
They agreed to all and promifed to try and make 
the Ozages join them, wiio had left the river of the 
MiHburis and were on the upper waters of their 
river. 

We ftarted on the 2d of January and went to 
caliin at the mouth of the river, where the French* 
who were going back, would give us only one day 

to write. I expe(5led to have more time to do it, 
hoping to go lip from the Acanfeas to the Illinois, 
but as we are going much further down I am afraid 
that the letters that we write hereafter may not 
reach you this year, the opportunity being part 
when we reached the Illinois. 1 therefore beg 
your grace to excufe me, if this is Ibmewhat iU 
digefted. Time preiles much on me, that I 
cannot write even to any of our gentlemen, whom 
I beg you to permit me to (alute and commend 
myfelf to their holy facrificcs. I hope that your 
Grace will grant me the fame favour. 
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From his good fcrvant before our Lord. From 
him who is with the moft profound refped, 
Monfeigneur, 

Your Grace's 

Moil humble and moft, 6cc. 



Letter of Mr. de Montigny. 

WE arrived fafely among the nations that we 
fought after fix months' navigation, which 

was not interrupted by winter. Thefe nations have 
received us with a joy and a welcome that I can- 
not cxprefs, efpecially wlien they learned that we 
had come to ftay among them. The firft among 
whom we thought of eftablifhing [a mifilon] arc 
the Xonicas, who arc fixty leagues lower down 
than the Akanlcas.^^ Mr. Davion has Rationed 
himlelf there. The fpot where he is is quite fine. 

4I The Arkanfas were evidently of the Arkanfas, from iu having 

lb called bjr the northern Algonquin been the refidence of that people. 

nations, and efpecially by the Illi- La Metairie, the notary of La Salle's 

nois. Marquette firll gives the expedition, calls the Ohio, the Oli- 

name Ak-infcn, and the French ghinfipou, or Alcghin, evidently an 

who fettled in Illin Hem to Alt/^n'Uiin wor ?, yi/v.v being the 

have confirmed it. Ttic \r\bc call- icna ratr. AfUnlas h written in 

ed themfelves Oiiguapa$ or Qua- fome of the early Louifiana papers 

paws, apparently the Ouyap;« of Alkanfas. This and Aleghin or 

Charlevoix. Their language is a Olighin, in the French pronunda- 

.Dahcotah dialeft. Gravicr in his tinn ur;' net \ cry dllTimiUr. When 

Journal ftates the important fadl that wc confidcr that the Dclawarcs and 

- the nitnob called the Ohio^ the river lOiDob, ere kindred Mttow of the 
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With fome fmall villages ot Come other nation 
who are with them, they make about 2000 fouk. 
About one day's journey lower down (that is to fiiy 
J— 20 leagues), are the Taenfas, who fpeak another 

^ ^'^*'^'Manr^unae. They are only a fhort day's journey 



i 



from the Natchez, who are of the fame nation and 
fpcak the fame language. For the prefent I refide 
among the Taenfas,*' but am to go fhortly to the 
Natchez. This nation is very great and more 
numerous than the Tonicas. The Taenfas are only 
about 700 fouls. As for Mr. de St. Cofme he re- 
mains at the Tamarouois. The Akan(eas would have 
greatly dcfired us to ftay among them, but as they 
were not aflembled in a fingle village [but fcattered] 
which would have been too diflicult to attend, we 
have advifcd them to allembie together fo as to 
have a mifllonary. This they are going to do next 
fpring, and they wifh even to make us a houfe alio 



fame name (Lenni, lllini) ii may be 
that (he Quappaws are the Allcghaits 
or Allcgcwi, whom the Dcl iujrcb 
fay they and the Iroquois drove 
down die Miflilfippi. If the Qm- 
paws are the Pjcihas of Dc Soto, 
the rcucat from the Ohio mull date 
back to the fiheenth century at lead. 
Whrn firfl difco\'crcd by the French 
the ArLinfai were divided mio four 
tribes: I, the Kappas; 2, the Toy- 
engan or Tongcnga, Doginga, To- 
gciigas or Topingaj ; 3, the Tori- 
man, Toreman or Tourimans ; 4, 
the Atotchafi, Ofotono/ or Aflbu- 
ioii£, Ofineoez, Otfotcboveor S«u- 



thouis, ai the nam« are differently 
given by different authors. A rcm- 
lutu of ihc iribc (Itll exiff5» ^nd SK 
known as the jj^uapaws, 

49 The Taenfas were firf! de- 
fcribcd by Father Mcmbre (fee his 
Journal in Dijccverj and Exfhrt- 
ticn of the Mi/pJJ^fJ'i VaUcy, 170-2, 
and a]Su Thduniur and Grjvicr, 
ptft). Le Page da Pratz fcys they 
were a branch of the Natchez and 
fpokc the fame language (u, 2 1 9). 
'I'liey had entirely difappcarcd prior^ 
to IJIZ. (Cbarhvdx Hifi. i9 U 
N$ttVtUt FfMCtt 111, 4)8.) 
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to induce us to go and fee them and to remain with 
them. Thcfe people arc verv mild, give a wr^rm 
welcome and have a great eileem for the French ; 
they are fedentary, cultivate the earth, living on ' 
nothing fcarcely but Indian corn. ^ 

I often fpeak of the Tonkas and the Taenfas and i « J<t J 

ofthofe who are on the banks of the Miciifipi 
going down to the fea, for far inland the Indians 
are in great numbers. They have ra ther fine tern- j 

pies, the walls of which are .of mats. That of the ^ 

Taenfas has "walls feven or eight feet thick on ac- 
count of the great number of mats one on another. 
They regard the Serpent as one of their divinities fo 
far as I could fee. They would not dare to accept 
or appropriate anything of the llightcft; coniccjuence 
witDont taking it to the temple. When they re- 
ceive anything it is with a kind of veneration that 
they turn towards this temple. They do not (eem 
to be debauched in their lives. On account of the 
great heat the men go naked, and the women and • 
girls are not well covered, and the girls up to the 
age of twelve years go entirely naked. They are 
ft) mild and have fo much deference for what we 
told them, tliat I perluade myfelf that it will not 
be very difficult when I know their language a 
little to reform this abufe,' which among them 
makes no impreflion, they being accuftomed to it 
from childhood. They have alfo another abufe. 
When their chiefs are dead, as he has been more ^ 
eftcemcd, the more perfons they kill who offer 
themfelves to die with him, and laft year, when 
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the chief of the Taenfas died, there were twelve 

Serfons who oiTered to die* and whom they toma- 
awked. There is never any winter among them, 
they do not know fnow and have never feen it. 
There is always grafs there, and at the end of 
January, the peach and plum trees and violets were 
in blollom. I have icea about this time at tlie 
Taenias as great heats as in midfammer at Kebcq, 
and yet thole who have fpent the fummer there 
affirm that it is not hotter than at Quebec. The 
(oil is very good, the Indian corn grows fometimes 
twenty feet high, and a fingle grain will fend out 
ten or twelve ftalks almoft as thick a? your arm. 
There arc a great many herbs and plants and others 
wiucli are unknown to us. If you have any wifh to 
fee the drefs of our Indians, we fend one to Mr. Lem- 
ien, who will ihow it to you. As we do not know the 
language, we have not yet made any great conver- 
fions, neverthelefs we have the conlblation of having 
bi^tized feveral dying children and a very diftin- 
guifhed chief of the Tonicas, whom we inftruded 
by interpreters. We were furprifed to fee fuch 
judgment in an Indian and difpofitions as Chriftian 
as what he had. As he was in extremis we bap- 
tized him and gave him the name of Paul. He 
died the next day, after making a£b of religion 
which greatly edified us. 

I beg you kindly to continue your good prayers 
for our minions, for I am perfuaded and juftly, that 
they it is that have obtained us a profperous voyage. 
I ialute all the community. I fliould have liked to 
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write to fevcral, but have not been able* I am 
more than I can tell, in our Lord 

De Montigny. 
Fro n the Akanfeas, thia 2d January, 1699. 

Letter of Mr. Thaumur de la 

Source. 

THIS is to let you know that we have accom - 
plifhed the Akanfeas voyage, quite lately, 
thank God, and have defccnded within 200 leagues 
of the fca. I will not fpeak to you of our route 
from Michilimaquinac to the Akanfeas in this that 
I hm die honour of writing you, for fear of tiring 
you. Our genttemen have drawn op a relation 
which they fend to the Bilhop. I fuppofe that you 
will fee it It will tell you all the adventures of 
the voyage. We [arrived] on the 1 7th of Decem- 
ber at the Akanfeas, where we were very well re- 
ceived. They did not know how to treat us beft. 

This fine nation, which is fpoken ot' is almoft 

entirely dcltroycd by war and lickncis. It is a great 
pity. They are the beft. madet frs!inkeft..aadJ>cft 
difpofed men that we have feen. We planted a 
croft there'and when they go to hunt th^ do the 
fame thing. On our way back we found one that 
they had planted on the banks of the MiciifipL 
They awnit n mifTionar)' in great impatience. 
Mr. de Montigny feeing them irrefolute about 
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going further down, wc fet out on the 4th of Janu- 
ary, with Httle provifions, cxpedting to find game 
as uiual, ior from Chikagou to the Akanfeas in the 
MicifTipi, the bifon and cows are fo numerous that 
you cannot lack provifions if you have powder and 
ball. Bear and deer are very numerous ; we killed 
feveral with fwords. On darting from the Akan- 
feas we had rain for the fpace of five days, during 
which we made no great progrefs. Our wifole 
ftock of provifion confiftcd of dried fquafh, and 
even of that we did not make half a meal. On 
Twelith day we did nut cat a bit. On the iiih 
we arrived at the Tonicas,^ about iixty leagues be- 
bw the Akanieas. The firft village is four leagues 
from the MiciiHpi inland on the bank of a quite 
pret^ river ; they are difperfed in little villages ; 
they cover in all four leagues of country ; they 
are about 260 cabins. Their houfes are made 
of palifades and earth, and are very large ; they 
make fire in them only twice a day, and do their 
cooking uutiidc ui earthen pots. The married 
women are covered from the waift to the knees, 
and the girls are naked up to the age of twelve 
years and fometimcs until they are married, and 

Marqoette, the lirft to give the They trcacheroufly cK oflTihc Hou- 

name, writes it Tanikwa. The mas Toon after. In the Nat:hc2 

Tonlcas were then oppofite Red wat they (lood by the French and 

River; ihsywert always firm friends were nearly dcftroycd bv thcChicka- 

of the French, but the miflionary faws. Their chief by his fcrvices 

Davion had little fucccfs among won a French commiflion. Charlt- 

ihem. They expelled him at one voix Hift. de la N. F., in, 1^33. 

lime for dcftroying their lenipk. In 1806 there vns a remnant of 

though they had not fiiflidait t«- tfaemstAvoyeUe, on die River, 

vereooe w k to build mother. jfrebMAgit dmmtdKMfU, tt^. 
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they wear clothes which fcarcely cover them, 
being made after the faihion of fringes, which they 
(imply place in front. As for the men they are 
drellcd in their fkins and arc very peaceable people, 
well difpofed, much attached to the French, living 
entirely on Indian corn, they are employed iblely 
on their fields; they do not hunt like the other 
Indians. The Indian com of this country grows 
1 5* to 20 feet high ; they gather it only as they 
need it.' The village of the great chief is in a 
beautiful prairie. Sicknefs was among them when 
we arrived there. One of their chiefs being about 
to die, M. dc Montigny allced him through an 
interpreter whetlicr he wilhed to be baptized, to 
which he replied that be defired to be. Having 
given alio ibme tokens of his defire, he was baptized 
and died the next day. They were dying in great 
numbers. They inter their dead and the relations 
come to weep with thole of the houfe, and in the 
evening they weep over the grave of the departed 
and make a hrc there and pafs their hands over it, 
crying out and weeping. Mr. Davion has clfablilhed 
his milTion in this place; they have a temple on a 
little hill ; we went there to fee it : there are earthen 
figures which are their manitous. We fpent eight 
dajrs in this village and fet out to go to the 
Taen(as, who are twenty leagues lower down. We 
went to pafs the night below the river on the bank 
of the Miciffipi, where wc caught their ficknefs by 
the great abundance of rain which lafted a long 
time, and it rained fo violently for two days that 
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we were obliged to make a bed to: M: . de Mon- 
tigny on logs of wood. He was fo lick that when 
he wished to get up he fainted every moment. 
We had nothing to eat but Indian corn boiled in 
water ; a part of our people were hunting, weary 
and fick as they were. One of them got loft in 
the woods and flept out ; [while] they were looking 
for him, I went hunting, and killed fome little game, 
but Mr. de Montigny would not eat it. We ilarted 
from this place arid when evening came we were 
all fick. The next day we arrived at the portage 
of the Taenfas, which is a league long, where we 
flept. I had the fever as well as the reft of them. 
On the 2 1 ft we arrived at the Taenfas. It is a 
league by land and two by water. They are on 
the (hore of a lake three leagues from the Midffipi. 
They are very humane and docile people. Their 
chief died not long before we arrived. It is their 
cuftom to put to death [many] on this account. 
They told us that they had put to death thirteen 
on the death of the one who died laft. For this 
purpofc they put a root in the fire to burn, and 
when It IS conlumed they kill him with tonmliawks. 

- The Natchez, who are twelve leagues lower down, 
put men to death on the death^oMhe^^ It 
muft be avowed that th^^'lJcvciy fboliih to al- 
low themfelves to be killed in this way; yet it is 
a thing they efteem as, ^eat honou r and noble» 

- heartednefs. They have a pretty large temple, with 
three columns well made, fc-rpent^ and other like 
fuperftitions. The temple is encircled by an enclo- 
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lure made like a wall, it is almoft covered with fkulls. 
They would not let us enter, faying, that thole 
who entered died. We entered half by force, half 
by confent. The girls and women are drcllcd like 
thofe I have mentioned before, and even wor(e, for 
we faw fofne 25 and 30 years old quite naked. 

We left there on the 27th to return to the To- 
nkas ; Mr. de Montigny and Mr. de St. Cofine 
refolvcd to go up together to bring down the things 
left at Chicagou where Brother Alexander had re- 
mained to guard them, becaufe there was no water 
in the river of the Illinois. Wc brought only a 
canoe load of abfolute necclfaiies, winch wc iiad to 
carry for the diftance of fifteen leagues. We had 
good cheer this fiill returning up the Miciffipi. 
One of our men was bitten by a rattle fnake on our 
way back from the Taenfas. It gave him no 
trouble, for Mr. de Montigny, who was at hand, 
gave him a remedy to coimterafl the effe<fl of the 
poilon. In the rivers ot the Acanfeas and Tonicas 
and in lake Taenfas, the alligator is in fo great 
numbers, that you will fee thirty together; he is 
the moil frightful mafter fiih that can be feen. He 
is made like a toad. I faw one that was as large 
as a half hogihead. There are fome, th^ fay, as 
large a hog(head and twelve to fifteen feet long. I 
have no doubt they would fwallow a man up if 
they caught him. 

There were iome Illinois villages that vviHied to 
oppofc our voyage, but they gained nothing ; we 
pafted on in fpite of them and their envy. Mr. de 
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Tonty kindly accompanied our gentlemen as far as 
the Acanlca.s. We were a ftrong party, and going 
up the Illinois river we came near being plundered 
by tlie Miamis. They bualted that they would 
rob us as we came up the Illinois river. We are 
not in the humour of letting ouriclves be plundered* 
We are thirty men to defcend the river of the UK- 
nois. There are as many people at the Tamarois 
as at Kcbeq. Mr. de St. Cofme is at the Tamarois, 
which is eight leagues from the Illinois. It is the 
largell village that we have feen. There are about 
300 cabins there. 

We arrived on Maundy Thurfday at Chicagou 
after making thirty leagues by land. It rained 
during the laft two days of our march. Mr. de 
Montigny was much fatigued and I was no lefi fo. 
Much good can be done in the miifions lower 
down, namely, at the Akanieas, Tonicas and Ta- 
enfas, and feveral other nations- that are in their 
vicinity. I believe lb, and they fay that we are 
fpiriis. Mr. de Montigny intended to fee all the 
nations and to go to the fea. Having learnt that 
three Frenchmen had been lately killed and we all 
being fick, he probably did not deem it proper. 
He is going to refide at the Taenias, about one 
hundred leagues diftant from the iea, and I even 
believe that he will go there. All his party are fb 
pleafed with him, that he finds more people than 
he needs, wherever he wifhes to go. On flarting 
from the Illinois in the month of April, four voy- 
ageurs came expreiii to accompany him, and as he 
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was £idgued they wiOied to cany him, which he 
would not fuffer, and went un afoot I will tell 
you that Mr. de Montigny took a boy twelve or 
fifteen years old with him, who got loft while 
making the lirA portage in the prairies. Mr. de St. 
Cofme remained with five men and fpent two days 
looking for him without being able to find hinit 
and during this time I and two others with Mr. 
de Montigny made a portage of- two leagues. This 
boy made his way to Chicagou, where Brother 
Alexander was, thirteen days after. He was utterly 
exhaufted and was out of his head. 

Thefe people had their women and girls dre(red 
like the Tonicas. Mr. de Montigny inclines to 
put me at the Tamarois with Mr. de St. Cofme. 
I fhould not be difpleafed. It was fuppuicd at the 
Outraois that Mr. Diberville had come by iea to 
the mouth of the Miciflipi, but we have heard no 
tidings of him, except what I have related above. 
The Miamis are trying to pick a quarrel with us» 
but we do not know what will come of it. We 
are to flart from Chicagou on Eafler Monday. The 
hnell country thai wc have ken is all from Chicagou 
to the Tamarois. It is nothing but prairies and 
clumps of wood as iar as you can fee. I will 
mention alfo, that many Canadians marry among 
the Illinois. 

I (hall not come down within two years to know 

whether they will fettle this country. It is per* 
fedly charming. We did not perceive that it was 
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winter. The peach trees were in blolTom at the 
Tonicas in the month of January. They are fo 
plentiful in the village of the Taenfas that they cut 
them down. There are alfo pearls which are very 
.ine. I believe that they are precious, yet they 
pierce them to ftring them. I dofe, fearing to 
tire you, and fublcribe myielf. 

Your very humble and very obd* ierv*. 

La Sovrcb.s* 

S>The Rev. Dontnic Thaumar was ordatned theie. Qnikvoiz 

de la Source had been a pupil of iband him at Odwkta ill f 7ti. 
Father Charlevoix at {[Quebec, and 
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MR. LE SUEUR,- 

Ai aim BT aoiMto at u fuuiK, noM u wnmH jouRNAi. 



R. Le Sueur arrived with thirty workmen 
in the Renmmie and Gironde, Dec' 7, 
1699. He had acquired renown by his 
voyages in Canada; he was fent on behalf of 
Mr. L'huillier, Farmer-general, to form an 
eftablifhmcn* at the fource of the Mifliflipi. The 
obje^ of this enterprize was to work a mine of 




I Lc Sueur was a Canndim (Bi^ 
btud), and a kinfnun of IL>crvilIc 
(ChaeUwx, ii, 413); not his 
father a', Ncill, of hiilc French and 
Icfi couricfy, ignorantly fays (HijL 
tf Miane/otu, 154, n). The firft 
allufion that I find to htm is in 
1693, when he was a voyagcur Ra- 
tioned at Chcgoimcgon, and from 



T. Cot. Dt(., IX, 570). His fub 
fcquent adventurci> arc flcetchcd in 
the text. He returned lo France 
with Iberville in 1702, and died 
fomc years after while acain on his 
way to Louiftana (L.i iiarpt^ 21), 
Neillf by a blunder thoug)i citing 
La Harpe, makes him die in Louili* 
ana. The Lc Sueur who figured 



hii knowledge of the Dakotah cm> in the Natchez war is therefore, in 
ployed to maintain peace beftoeen all probabPiqr. a dilleient perfbn. 
the Chippeways'and Dakoias ^JV. 
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green earth^ that Mr. Lc Sueur had diicovered. 
What gave rife to this enterprife as far back as the 
year 1695, was thib. Mr, Lc bueur by order of 
the Count de Prontenac, Governor General of 
Canada, built a fort on an illand in the Miiiiflipi, 
more than 200 leagues above the Illinois, in order 
to effecfl a peace between the Sauteurs' nations who 
dwell on the ihores of a lake of five hundred leagues 
circumference,* one hundred leagues eaH: of the river 
and the Scioux, ported on the Upper MiiTiiripi. The 
fame year, according to his orders, he went down 
to Montreal in Canada with a bauteur chief named 
Chingouabe and a Sciou named Ciofcate, who was 
the fira of his nation who had ieen Canada ; and as 
they hoped to derive from his country many artidcs 
of value in commerce, the Count de Frontenac, the 
Chevalier de la Calliere and M. de Champigny, 
received him quite well. Two days after their 
arrival they prelented to the Count de Frontenac 
in a pubhc aflcmbly as many arrows as there were 
Scioux villages, and they told him that all thefe 
villages begged him to receive them among his 
children* as he had done the other nations whom 
they named in fucceilion, which was granted. 

» A mine of green earth fccms a 3 Ojibwas or Chippewas. The 

queer and not over-valuable difco- French called them Sauteiuc, and 

very, but ihefe colored marls, blue, later Sauteun, not meaning Leapeis, 

green and yellow, owing thdr cdor as foroe litve &id who prefer gMcC- 

to filicatc of iron, were, when free ing to refearch, but from tlwtt ItlU 

from fand, highly ellcemcd and ufed dence at Saut Ste Marie. 

«$ paint by the Indians, and were < 

conleqiienay a good nticle of irad& 4 Lake Superior. 
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M. Le Sueur was to go up to the Mifliflipi in 
1696, with this Sciou chief, who had come down 
folely on a promife that he Should he taken home 
again, but he fell lick during the winter and died 
at Montreal after thirty-three days' fufferint;;. As 
Mr. Lc bueui wai> dirpcnfed by this mau s death 
from returning to that country, where lie had 
diicovered mines of lead, copper, blue and green 
earth, be refolved to go to France, and to folicit at 
court permiffion to work them. This he obtained 
in 1 697. He embarked at Rochelle in the latter 
part of June in that year to go to Canada. Off the 
banks of Newfoundland he was taken by an Eng- 
lifli fleet of lixteen veiTels and carried prifoner to 
Portfmouth ; but peace being declared, he returned 
CO Paris to get a new commi^on, for he had thrown 
bis old one overboard, for fear of giving the £ng- 
lifh any information as to his plan. The Court 
ordered a new commiiHon to iitue in 1698. He 
then went to Canada, where he met obflades which 
compelled him to return to France."^ Durinc: all 
thcfe contradictions a part of the people whom he 
had left in charge of the fort which he had built 
in 1699, hearing nothing of him, dcfccnded to 
MoiiUcal. 

We have feen above that he arrived in the colony 
[of Louifiana] in the month of December, 1699, 
with a party of thirty miners. On the loth of 
February, 1702, he arrived [f at Fort Biloxi^ ] with 

5 Fronccnac preveoted his going 6 OrdeiB cime on the i8di 
weft and the Court approved the cember, 1701, to evacuate Biloxi 
Governor's a£Uon in the matter. and fode on the Mobile, aiul Bien* 
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two thouiand quintals of blue and gr^en carth,*^ 
having come from the Scioux. The following is 
an extradt from the relation of his voyage : 

He could not reach the Tamarois till the month 
of June 1700, having made a confiderable diflance 
from the mouth of the river to that point. He left 
there July 12th, 1700, with a felucca and two ca- 
noes manned by nineteen peribns. 

On the 1 3th, having advanced fix leagues and a 
quarter^ he halted at the mouth of the Miflfouri 
river, and fix leagues above he left on the eafl: of 
the river the river of the Illinois; he there met 
three Canadian voyageurs who were coming to join 
his party, he received hv them a letter from the 
Jeluit Father iVIarclt, dated July lo, 1700, at the 

Miffion of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blefled Virgin at the Illinois* to this efFedl. 

" I have the honour to write you to infi>rm you 
that the Sangiedas^ have been defeated by the 
Scioux and Ayavois,* Thefe people have combined 
with the Quincaponx, and a part of the Mecon- 
tins,'^ Foxes and Metcfigamias,"' and are going to 
avenge themlelves, not on the Scioux, of whom 
they arc too much atraid, but on the Ayavois, or 

villc lit out with the garrifon on the 8 Written in fome other early 

6th January, 1 702, leaving only accouiUi Ainoves ; iliey arc the 

twenty foldien under dc Bois Bril- lowas, who have had the good for* 

Hint at Biloxi. It is probable how- tune to g>ve their lutroe to a Sute. 
ever that La Harpe means the Le* 

liieur arrived at EKIoxi. 9 Kickapoos and Mafeontiai. 

7 Probably an error for Savteux. ■<> Metch^meas. 
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« elfe on the Paoutdes," or rather on the 0£ige8» 

'* for thefe la(l fufped nothing and the others are on 
** their guard ; as you may meet the allied nations^ 
** you muft guard againft their enterprifes, and 
"prevent their getting in your boats, being traitors, 
** and unfaithful to their word; I beg God to attend 
** you in all your defigns.'* 

Twenty-two leagues above the river oi the Illi- 
nois he pafled a fmall river which he named Riviere 
aox Boeufs." Nine leagues further he pafled on 
the left a fmall river and met four Canadians going 
down the Miflinipi to reach the Illinois.' 

On the 30th of July, nine leagues above the laft 
river, he met feventeen Scioux in feven canoes, who 
were going to avenge the death of three Scioux, 
one of whom had been burnt and the others killed 
at the Tamarois, a ihort time before his arrival at 
that village ; as he had promiled the chief of the 
Illinois to appeafe the Scioux, who might be coming 
in war againft his nation, he made the chief of this 
party a prefent of (bme goods to induce him to re- 
turn. He told him that the King of France did 
not wifli this river to be any more fullicd with 
blood, and that he had lent him to tell them that 
if they obeyed his word, whatever was necelfary to 
them (hould hereafter be given to them. The 
chief replied that he accepted the preient, that is to 
£iy, that he would do what they told him. 

'I Firft mentioned by Marquciic babiy the Padoucas or Comanche*, 
aiihe Pahoiitei. They were pro- la 'Salt River 

N 
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From the 30th of July to the 25th of Auguft, Mr 
Lc Sueur made 52^ leagues to a little river which 
he called Riviere a la Mine;' 3 it comes from the 
north to its mouth and turns from it to the N. R 
Seven leagues on, to the right, there is a lead mine in 
a prairie, a league and a half inland ; this river, ex- 
cept the iirfi: three leagues, is navigable only when 
the water is high, that is to iay, from early ipring 
to the month of June. 

From the 25th to the 27th he made ten leagues, 
piilTcd Lwo fmall rivers, and made examination of a 
lead mine, of which he took a fupply. 

From the 27Ch to the 30th he made eleven 
leagues and a half and met five Canadians^ one of 
whom was dangeroully wounded in the head ; they 
were naked and had no arms except a wretched 
gun, with five or fix charges of powder and ball. 
They faid that they were defcending from the 
Scioux to go to the Tamarois, and that forty 
leagues above they had perceived on the Miiritlippi 
nine canoes, carrying ninety Indians, who had 
plundered and cruelly beaten them ; this party were 
going to war againft the Sdoux. It was made up 
of four different nations, Outagamis, Saquis, Pou- 
tuatamis and Puans,'* who inhabit a country eighty 
leagues eaft of the river and of the point where 
Mr. Le Sueur then was. Thcfe Canadians refolvcd 
to follow the detachment, which was thus com- 

>3 }Fenr River. > 4 Foxes, Sacs, PoRnranonm* 

and Winnebagoes. 
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pofed of 28 men. That day he made four leagues 

and a half. 

On the I ft of September he pafTed the River of 
the Ouerconfins;'5 it comes from the N. £. to its 
mouth and turns to the Eaft. It almoft every- 
where a league and a half wide. About torty-hvc 
leagues up this river on the right is a portage of 
more than a league in length. The half of this 
portage is a bog; at the end of this portage there 
is a little river that falls into a bay called the Bay of 
the PuanSp'* inhabited by a great number of nations 
that carry their furs to Canada. It was by the 
river ot the Ouefconlins that Mr. Le Sueur came 
into the Mifllflippi for the firft time in 1683, to go 
to the country of the Scioux, where he has at vari- 
ous times fpent feven years. The j^Miffiffippi] river 
oppofite the mouth of this river is only about an 
eighth of a league wide. 

Fiom the ift to the 5th of September our trav* 
eller advanced fourteen leagues: he pafled the 
Riviere aux Canots,'^ which comes from the north 
caft, then that of the Quincapous,'^ fo called from 
the name of a nation, which formerly dwelt on its 
bank. 

From the 5 th to the 9ih, he made ten leagues 
and a half and pafled the Riviere Cachee*' and that 

■S WUcoofin. 17 ; The Bad Axe 



ifiThacisBayoftlielNliindNifBes ?Tlie lUeoocn. 
or GrccD Bay. 
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aux Ailes the fame day he perceived canoes full 
of Indians defcending the river. The five Cana- 
dians recognized thofe who had phindered them ; 

fentincls were placed in the \\'<)0(k, for fear of a 
furprile from the land, and when they were within 
hailing diflance, the party called out to them, that 
if they came any nearer they would fire on them. 
They ranged themfelvcs along the iiland, within 
half gunfliot. Soon after four of the moft diftin- 
guiflied in the band advanced in a canoe and alked 
whether we had forgotten that they were our 
brethren, and why we had taken up arms when we 
perceived them. Mr. Le Sueur told them in reply 
that after what they had done to the five Frenchmen, 
who were prefent, he had reafon to diftruft them. 
Yet for the fccurlty of his trade, being under the 
abfolute necellity of being in peace with all the 
nations, he would not make reprifals for the rob- 
bery which they had committed ; he only added 
that the King their mafter and his» wifhed all his 
fubje^s to travel on that river without receiving 
anyinfult; that therefore they (hould take care of 
what they were doing. The Indian who had been 
fpokcfman fecmed confounded and made no reply ; 
another merely laid that they had been attacked by 
the Scioux, who had forced them to abandon all 
their baggage, and that if he did not take pity on 
them by giving them a little powder, th^ could 
not reach their village. Confideration for [the 

so Perhaps River aux Aibc, as a called from ihc wild onions growing 
ciqpe of that nune U menooiied* lb (here. 
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fafety of] a miffionary who was to go up to the 
Scioux, and whom thefe Indians might meet, made 
him give them two pounds of powder. Mr. Le 
Sueur made the fame day three leagues, paHTed a 
httlc river weft of the great river, then a large one on 
the eaft of the MiiElfipi, which is navigable at all 
times. The Indian nations that know it caJled it 
Red River.*' 

Oti the loth at day break they heard a flag 
whiftle on the other fide of the river ; a Canadian 
crolTed in a little Sciou canoe that he had found; 
he foon after returned with the body of the animal, 
which it is eafy to kill in the rutting feafon, that is 
from the beginning of September to the end of 
Augull. During that time the hunters make a 
little whiftle of the iirfl bit of wood or cane, and 
when th^ hear a ftag whittle, they anfwer ; the 
animal fuppofing it to be another flag that whiftles, 
comes to tnem and they kill it without any diffi- 
culty. 

From the loth to the 14th Mr. Le Sueur made 
feventeen leagues and a half, paifed Riviere des 
Railins" and that of the Paquilenettes the fame 
day be left on the eaft of the river, a large and 
bcautiiui liver, which comes a great diftance from 
the north, and called Bon Secours,*^ from the great 

»» Black River. *4 Ncill fuppofa this to be the 

Ncill thinks diis the W.»i Oai. ^hippcway. but Shmnard thinb the 

Chippcway nver to be the next one 
The BuffUo Rim. «ccoidii)|g meanoiied. 
ipNeitt. 
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m 

numbers of Buffalo, flags, bous and deer found 
there; three leagues up this river there is a lead 
mine, and feven leagues higher on the fame fide, 
you meet another river of great length, in the 
neighbourhood of which there is a copper mine 
from which he took a mafs of fixty pounds in his 
previous voyages. To render it profitable a peace 
would have to be made between the Scioux and 
the Oacagamis, becaufe the latter, who live on the 
lands eaft of the Mifiiifippi» pafs by this road con- 
ftantly when going out to war againft the Scioux. 
In thefc quarters, a league and a half from the 
northwell fide, begins a lake fix leagues long, and 
more than one broad. It is called Lake Pepin. 
It is (kirted on the weft by a chain of mountains; 
on the other fide on the eaft you lee a prairie, and 
on the northweft of the lake a fecond prairie two 
leagues long and wide ; near it is a chain of moun- 
tains, which is at lead two hundred feet high» 
and is more than half a league long. Here are 
found many caverns^' to which the bears retreat 
in winter : moft of thc(c caves are over forty feet 
deep, and about three or four feet high, , Some 
have a very narrow entrance, and all contain falt- 
petre. It would be dangerous to enter them in 
nimmer, becaufe they are full of rattlefnakes, the 
bite of which is very dangerous. Le Sueur fiiw 
ibme of thefe fnakes which were fix feet long; but 
they do not generally exceed four : they have teeth 

^SNieokt has delcribed diefe caves, which CKrveralfomentioiied. 
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like thofe of a pike, and the gums full of little 
bladders which contain their venom. The Scioux 
(ay that they take it every morning and rejedt it at 
night ; they have on rhe rail a kind of fcale which 
makes a noiic; this is what is called their raiilc. 
Le Sueur made that day feven leagues and a half, 
and palled another river named Hiambouxeate — 
Onataba, which means River of the flat rocks*<6 

On the 15th he crofled a fmall river and per- 
ceived in the neighborhood feveral canoes full of 
Indians coming down the river. He at firft took 
them for Scioux, bccaule he could not diftinguilh 
whether the canoes were large or fmall. He made 
his men get their arms ready ; he foon after heard 
the Indians giving the yells they ufuaily givc when 
they ruih on their enemies. He replkd in the fame 
manner; and after polling all his men behind trees, 
he forbid them to fire till he gave the word. He 
remained on the water's edge to fee what flcp they 
would take, and perceiving that they put two men 
afhore to obferve from eminence on the other 
fide of the river the nurn' er of his people and his 
forces, he made his party march in and out of the 
wood continually, fo that they Hiould take them to 
be more numerous. This fucceedcd, for as foon as 
the two Indians came down the hill, the chiefs of 
the party came forward bearing the calumet, which 
is a fignal of peace among the Indians. They 
(aid that having never feen the French failing on 

Thelnyan bofb^u or Ckonon river. In the judgment of Mr. NeiU. 
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the MifTifTippi in boats like a felucca^ they had 
miftaken them for EngliHi and had accordingly 
given the war cry and ranged themfelves on the 
other fide of the river; but feeing their miflake by 
our flag, they had come without fear to inform them 
that one of their people who was crazy had accident- 
ally killed a Frenchman with a ball from a gun ; that 
they were going to bring his comrade, who would 
tell in what way the accident happened. Th^ 
made this Frenchman, who was a Canadian nam^ 
Denis, come : he ftatcd that his comrade had hotn 
accidentally killed ; his name was Laplace ; he was 
a foldicr who deferted from Canada and had Hed to 
this country. Mr. Lc Sueur replied to thcfe In- 
dians, that Onontio (a name they give to all the 
governors of Canada) being their father and his, 
they Should not leek their juftification anywhere 
but hefore him ; that he advifed them to go and fee 
him as foon as poilible to beg him to wa(h the blood . 
of that Frenchman from their face. This party 
was compofcd of 47 men of different nations, who 
live far to the eart of the iVliliilTlppi, about the 44th 
degree of latitude. Mr. Le Sueur knew the chiefs 
particularly; he told them that the king of whom 
they had fo often heard in Canada, had fent to fettle 
the mouth .of the river, and that he wi(hed the 
nations dwelling on it, as well as thole which are 
under his protedion, to live generally in peace. He 
made that day three leagues and three quarters. 

On the 1 6th he left on the caft of the Mifliflipi 
a great river called St. Croix, becauTe a Frenchman 
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of that name was wrecked at its mouth. It comes 
from the N. N. W. ; four leagues higher up, af- 
cending, you come to a fmall lake, at the entrance 
of which there is a very laro;e mafs of copper ; It is 
on the water's edge, in a little bluff of fandy earth» 
weft of this lake. 

From the i6th to the i9th he advaaccci Lhirteeii 
leagues and three quarters. After having made 
from the Tamarois two hundred and (even leagues 
and a half, he left the navigation of the MiflifTippi 
at this point to enter St. Peter's River,*? on the 
weft of the Mifllfllppi, on which he made till the 
I ft of October forty four leagues and a quarter. 
After which he entered Blue River,^^ fo called by 
reafon of the mines of blue earth found at its mouth. 
He made his fcttlcmcnt at 44 dcg. 1 3 m. N. 

At this fpot he met nine Scioux, who told him 
that this river was the countnr of the Scioux the 
Weft, of the Ayavois and the Otodtatas'P a litde 
further ; that it was not their cuftom to hunt on the 
grounds of others without being invited by thofe to 
whom they belonged ; that when they Hiould wifli 
*to come to the fort to get fupplies, they would be 

»7 Many writers have of late at- Earth River. Sec an account of 

lempied to make out that this river this earth in Owen's Geological 

was called after Le Gardeur de Re- Survqr of Wifeonfin, Iowa and 

Gntigny, who bore the name of Minnefoll, p. 486. 

r. de Su Pierre. Were it fo it ,„ , i r\ . l li 

ij A L . T r J *9 lowas and Ottoes probab y. 

woold be itnnve that Lcfucur does . . i*/ . » 

iT f - I, r ■■ i Oiontantas are on Marquette s 

not mention the 2' the i.imi.y . . , , , ^ . 

,-. , ' map, and arc cvidcn:!} :l.c Anthou- 

was an important one in L.in.ui;). r ci c -t a 1. , 

^ nnrns (returns forfan Autbontanias} 

a8 Now called Mankatu or Blue ut Mcmbrc. 
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expofed to be cut off by their enemies coming up 
or going thefe rivers, which are narrow ; and that 
if he wifhed to take pity on them, he muft fettle 
on the MiHiiTippi in the neighborhood of the mouth 
of St. Peter*s river, where the Ayavois, the Otoc- 
tatas, and the Scioux could come as well as they. 
Having made their fpeech, they began, according 
to their cuftom, to weep over Mr. Le Sueur's heady 
faying, Oueachiffm ouaepammanaBo ; which means. 
Take pity on us. 

Mr. Le Sueur had forcfeen that his ef^ablifhment 
on the Blue river would not be rcliHicd by the 
Scioux of the Eaft, who are, fo to Ipeak, the mafters 
of the other Scioux and of the nations juft named, 
becaulc they are firrt: with whom wc traded, which 
has given them a good fupply of guns. As he had 
not undertaken the enterprife in the (ble view of 
the beaver trade, but to learn thoroughly the quality 
of the different mines which he had formerly dit* 
covered, he told them that he was forty he had not 
known their ideas fooner; that it was clearly juft, 
as he had come exprcrfly for them, for him to lettle 
on their land; but the ieafon was too far fpent to 
retrace his Heps. He then made them a prefent of 
powder, balls, knives, and a iathuiii ot tobacco, to 
invite to come as ioon as poflible to the fort that he 
was going to ercd; that there, when they were all 
ailembled, he would tell them the intentions of the 
king, their mafter and his. 

The Scioux of the Weft have, according to the 
reporu of thofe of the Eaft, more than a thousand 
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cabins. They do not uie canoes, cultivate the 
earth, or gather wild oats ; they generally keep to 
the prairies between the Upper MifTiflippi and the 
River of the Milfouris, and live folely by hunting. 

All the Scioux in general fay that they have three 
fouls, and that after death, that which has done good 
goes to the warm countries, that which has done 
evil to the cold countries, and the other keeps the 
body. Polygamy is in uie among them ; they arc 
very jealous, and fometimes tight duels for their 
women. They handle the bow very expertly, 
and were leveral times Teen to fhoot ducks on the 
wing. They make their cabins of feveral butFalo 
fkins, laced and fevved together ; they carry them 
every where with them : in each cabin there arc 
ordinarily two or three men with their families. 
They art all great fmokers, hut their mode of 
fmoking difTers from that of the other Indians; 
there are fome Scioux who fwallow all the tobacco 
fmoke, and others who after having fwallowed and 
kept it fome time in the ftomach, eje^ it through 
the nofe. 

On the 3d of the lame month he received at 
the fort feveral Scioux, among whom was Ouacanta- 
pai,3o chief of the village. Soon after two Canadians 
who had gone hunting arrived; they had been 
robbed by the Scioux of the Eaft, who had taken 
away their guns in revenge for Mr. Le Sueur's 
fettling on Blue river. On the 14th the fort was 

30 The KMt is here evidently Acred. 
Wtlwnda, Cod, fpirlt, mjrilerieut, 
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iininied; the name of Fort L'huiller was con- 
ferred upon it. 

On the 2 2(1 two Canadians were fent out to invite 
the Ayavois and the Otodlatas to come and make a 
village near the fort, bccaui'e thefc Indians are la- 
borious and accuflomed to cultivate the ground, 
and he hoped to obtain provilions from them and 
make them work the mines. 

On the 24th arrived fix Oujalefpoitous Scioux; 
they wifhed to enter the fort, but they were pre- 
vented and told that men who had killed French- 
men could not be received ; this is the term em- 
ployed when they have offered any infult. The 
next day they came to Mr. Le Sueur's cabin to beg 
him to take pity on them. They wiflied according 
to their cuflom to weep over his head and make 
him a preient of ibme packages of beaver, which 
he refufed ; he faid that he was aftoniflied that men 
who had robbed him (hould have the temerity to 
come to him ; to which they replied that they had 
indeed heard th^t the French had been plundered, 
but that none from their village had been prefent 
at this wicked a<5l. Mr. Le Sueur told them that 
he knew that it was the Mcndeuuacantous who had 
killed him and not the Oiijalcfpoitous ; " but you 
are Scioux" he continued, ** they were Scioux who 
" robbed me, and if I followed your manner of adting 
" I would tomahawk you ; for is it not true that when 
" any Grangers (lb they call the Indians who are not 
•* Scioux) have done any wrong to a Mendeouacan- 
** tou, Oujaiefpoitou or other Sciou, all the villages 
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** avenge it on the firft they meet." As there was 
nothing to be faid in reply to what he told them, 
they had recourfe to tears and repeated according 
to cuftom, Ouiicchiff'ju ouaepanimanabo ! Mr. Le 
Sueur told them to llop their crying^ ; he added that 
the FrciJi.il were good-liearied, and tiut lie iiad 
come into the country only to take pity on them ; 
at the fame time he made them a prelbnt, telling 
them : Carry back your beaver, and tell all the 
" Scioux that they fhall have no more powder or 
"ball from me, and that they (hall no more fmoke 
" my calumet (that i'^ to fay, we ihall be good 
"friends no longer) till they make reparation for 
"the plunder of the French." 

The fame day the two Canadians who had been 
fent out the 2 2d arrived without having fucceeded 
tn finding the road leading to the Ayavois and 
Oto&ata. On the 26th Mr. Le Sueur proceeded 
to the mine, with three canoes which he loaded 
with blue and green earth. It is drawn from 
mountains near which are the very abundant copper 
mines, of which Mr. L'Huillier, one of the king's 
farmers general, made an alfay at Paris, in 1696. 
Stones alfo are found there which it would be curi- 
ous to fee employed. 

On the 9th of November eight Mantantous Sci- 
oux prefented themfelves at the fort, having been 
fent by the chieft of their villages to fay that the 
Mendeouacantous were (lil) at their lake on the lands 
ead of the Miififlipi, and that they could not come 
for a long time; that all the reft ought not to bear the 
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penalty of one fingle village that had not had fcnfc; 
that if he would tcil them in what way he wifhed 
to have ratifra<f):ion, thev would come and make it. 
Mr. Le Sueur told them tliat he wai glad that they 
had fenfe, and that it was for thein to fee what 
they (hould do. 

Oq/the 15th they faw two Mantatitous Scbux 
arrive; theie Indians had been fent expreis to an- 
nounce that all the Scioux of the Eaft and a part of 
thofe of the Wcfl h.id joined together to come to 
the French, becaufe they had learned that the 
Chriftinaux and the Aflinipoils were making war 
on them. Thefe two nations live above the fort on 
the eafl, more than eighty leagues up the MiififTipi. 

The Affinipoils fpeak Scioux, and are really of 
that nation ;' and it is only within a few years that 
they have been at enmity with that people. The 
origin of that war was this. The Chriftinaux hav- 
ing obtained the ufe of firearms before the Scioux 
by means of the Englifh of Hudlon's bay, came 
conftanily in war againft the Aflinipoils, who were 
their neareft neighbors; the latter finding them- 
(elvcs weak aiked peace, and to render it more hrm, 
allied themfelves to the Chriftinaux, taking their 
women to wife. The other Scioux, who had not 
entered this alliance, and who of all time had been 
at war w ith them, continued it, (b that one day, 
finding fome Chriftinaux among the Aflinipoils, 
they tomahawked them It was the Chriftinaux 
who fupplied the AlTinipoils with arms and goods. 

On the 1 6th the two Scioux returned to their 
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village, and it was afcertained that the Ayavois and 
the Oto(ftatas had gone to ftation themfelves on the 
fide of the river of Miffouri, in the neighborhood 
of the Maha, a nation dwelling in thofe quarters. 

On the 26th the Mantantous and Oujalcfpoitous 
arrived at the fort. After pitching their cabin in 
the wood, Ouacantapai came to beg Mr. Le Sueur 
to come to him. He there found fixteen men with 
feveral women and children, who had their faces 
daubed with black. In the middle of this cabin 
were feveral buffalo ikins that ferved as a carpet 
They made figns to him to (it down, and at the 
fame time all thefc pcrfons began to weep for half 
a quarter of an hour; then the chief offered him 
wild rice to eat, and according to their cuftom put 
the firft three fpoonfuls in his mouth, after which 
he told him that all thofe whom he faw prefent were 
like himfelf the relatives of Tiofcatc (this was the name 
of the Sciou whom Mr. Le Sueur took to Canada in 
1 695, and who died there in 1 696). At this name 
of Tiofcate they began to weep again, and to wipe 
their tears on Mr. Le Sueur's head and fhoulders; 
after which Ouacantapai, refuming his difcourfe, 
told him that Tiofcate begged him to forget the 
infult offered to the French by the Mendeouacan- 
tous, and to have pity on his brethren, by giving 
them powder and bali to defend themfelves againft 
their enemies and to give life to his wives and 
children who were wsSling with hunger in the 
midil of a country full of all kinds of beafts, having 
nothing to kill them with. ** Behold 1" added this 
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chief, pointing to the dead chief's wives and child- 
ren, " Behold thy children, thy brethren, thy iillers; 
** it is for thee to fee whether thou wilheft them 
*' to live or die ; they will live if thou givefl them 
powder and ball, on the contrary they will die If 
" thou refufc it.*' All thefe reafons were not needed 
to induce Mr. Le Sueur to yield to their requefl ; 
bat as the Sdoux never anfwer on the fpot, efpe- 
cially in important matters, and as he had to fpeak 
to them about hi? cflablifhment, he left the cabin 
without faying anything, the chief and all thofe 
who were within followed him to the gate of the 
fort, and aitcr he went in they made the circuit of 
the fort three times, weeping and crying at the top 
of their voices, jitM-^uanan, whiok means, My 
fiither, take pity on us. 

The next day he ailembled in the fort the moil 
eminent of both villages, and as it is impoflible to 
reduce the Scioux to prevent their going to war, 
except by inducing them to cultivate the ground, 
he told them that it they wiihcd to render thcm- 
felves worthy of the king's proteftion, they muft 
abandon their errant life and come and form a village 
around his fettlement, where they would be fhel- 
tered from the attacks of their enemies ; that to 
fiicilitate the means of leading a happy life there, 
and iave them from the pangs of hunger, he would 
give them all the corn neceflary to plant a good 
deal of ground ; that the king, their chief and his, 
when fending bim bad forbidden bim to trade in 
beaver ikins, knowing that this hunt obliged them 
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to fcatter, and expofed them to be killed by their 
enemies ; that in con(equence he had come to fettle 
on Blue river, the neighborhood of which as they 
had fcvei al times affurcd him was full of all kinds of 
hearts, for the fkiiis of which they would fupply all 
their wants ; that they fhould refle<5l that they could 
not do without the goods of the French, and that 
the only means not to be deprived of them was not 
to make war on nations allied to us ; and as it is 
the Indian cuftom to accompany their words with 
a prefent proportioned to the affair treated of, he 
gave them fifty pounds of powder, and as many of 
balls, fix guns, ten hatchets, twelve ^thorns of to- 
bacco, and a ftecl calumet. 

On the ift of December the Mantantons invited 
Mr. Le Sueur to a great banquet ; four of their 
cabins had been thrown into one, in which there 
were a hundred men feated around, each with his 
platter before him. After the repaft Oucantapai 
their chief made them all fmoke fucceflively the 
ftcel calumet which had been prcfented to them ; 
then he made a prefent to Mr. Le Sueur of a flave 
and a fack of wild rice, and pointing to his people 
f'lid ; Behold the remnants of that great village 
"which thou didft formerly behold lb numerous; 
"all the others have been flain in war, and the few 
"men that thou Icell in this cabin accept the pre- 
** tent that thou makell them, and are rcfolved to 
'* obey that great chief of all the nations of whom 
'*thou haft fpoken to us; thou muft therefore no 
longer regard us as Scioux, but as Frenchmen, 

P 
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*' and inflead of fiiyine that the Sciouxarc wretches 
" who have no fcnfe, and ht only to plunder and 
rob the French, thou wilt fay : My brothers arc 
"unhappy men .who have no fenfc; wc muft try 
"and get them fome; they rob us, but ro prevent 
"them I will take care that they do not lack iron, 
" tliat is to lay all kinds o\ goods. If thou doll: this 
" I aflure thee that in a fliort time the Mantantons 
*< will become French, and will no longer have the 
" vices with which thou reproacheft tbein." Hav- 
ing finiflied this harangue he covered his head with 
his robe, the others imitated him ; they wept for 
their comrades (lain in war, and chanted a farewell 
to their country in fo mournfull a tone that one 
could Icarccly help fharint!; their grief. Then Oua- 
cantapai made them Imoke again, and diftribuied 
amon^ them the prefents that had been given to 
them, and laid that he was going to the iVIende*- 
ouacantons to inform them of the refolutioo and to 
invite them to do the fame. 

On the 1 2th three Mendeouacanton chiefs and a 
number of Indians of the (ame village arrived at the 
fort, and the next day made a kind of fati(Fa<ftion 
for the plunder tliey had committed on the French. 
They brought 400 pounds of beaver fkins, and pro- 
miied that next fummer, alter building canoes, and 
gathering in tlieir harvelT: ot wild rice, they would 
come to lettlc near the French. The lame day 
they returned to their village cafl of the Mifliflipi. 
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Names of the Scioux Nations of the Eajlern Part, 
and their Signification, 

The Mant anions y which means village of the great 
lake which empties into w little one. 

The Mcndeouac anions, village ot the fpirit lake. 

The ^uopefons, village of a lake in the river. 

The Pjioumanitons^ village of the Icekers of wild rice. 

The OuadebatonSf village of the river. 

The Ouaetemantonst village of the people who are 
on the point of a lake. 

The Soagajquitons, (Silietoans) village of the fort. 

Scioux of the fVeJiem Part, of whom we boot 
any Knowledge. 

The Twcbouae^ntonSt which means village of the 
perch. 

The PJinchatonSf vilh^ of the red wild rice. 
The Oujatcfpouetmst village difperJed in feveral little 

bands 

The Pfinontanhinbtntons, village of the great wild 

rice. 

The TintangaonghiatonSy (Titoiiwans) village ot liie 
great cabin. 

The Ouaepetonst (Warpetwans) village of the leaf. 

The OugAetg/odatons, village of the dung. 

The Ouapeontetonsy village of thofe who Hioot in a 

great pine. 

The Hinhanctonsy (Ihanktonwan) village of the red 
ilone quarry. 
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JOURNAL OF THE VOYAGE 

OF 

FATHER GRAVIER • 

Of the Society of Jefus, in 1 700, from the 
Country of the Ilinois to the Mouth of the 
Miflillipi, aJdrefled to Father de Lamber- 
ville, and ienc from the Fort of the Mif- 
fiffipi, 17 leagues from its Mouth in the 
Guu or Sea of Mexico, Feb. 1 6, 1 701 . 

EVEREND Father: 

Pmx Christ. 

On my return from Michili«- 
mackinac I received your letter which you did 
me the honor to write by the Miffiflipy, addreffed 
to Father Aveneau, who fent it Co me at Chika- 

I Pither James Gravier of the who fiifidentty mfteted the lan- 

Soctety of Jefus, the writer of this guage to compile a grammar. His 

narrative, was one of the carlicil philological labors were highly ef« 

QGmu auffiomnoy and the firft neioed, but lutve appuca^ per* 
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goua,< whence I iet out on the 8th of September, 

170c, to come here. I arrived too late at the Illi- 
nois du Detroit,3 of whom Father Mareft has 
charge, to prevent the tranfmigration of the village 
of the Kalkalkias, which was too precipitately made 
on vague news of the cftabliflimeni on the Milfiffipi. 
1 do not believe that the Kafkallcias would thus have 
feparated from the Peoiiaroua and other Illinois du 
Detroit, had I arrived rooner. At all events I came 
roon enough to unite minds a little* and to prevent 
the infult which the PeoLiaroiia and the Moiiin- 
goiiena were bent on offering to the Kafkafkias and 
French as they embarked, I fpoke to all the chiefs 
in full council, and as they continue to preferve 
Tome relpedt and good will for me, we ieparated 

ifhed. He U ftatcd to have been a ary i6, 1706, adding ihat he was 

native of Langucdoc, but ihc work not yet out of danger. Mareft fays 

lhat ailem it is of too little credit that he died ibon after. 

to make it certain. He irri'. rd in 

Canada apparently auer 1679, uas » He evidently Itarts Jrom ihc 

at Stlkry in 1 684, but appears in Miami million, mentioned in St. 

the Illinois million from 1687 to Cofmc'i journal. Claude Avcncan 

1706. A Relation of his mifljon was at Detroit in 1687, and by hi') 

of the Immaculate Conception in gcntlcncfs and patience acq\iired a 

1693 was publiihcd at New York great influence over the Miamis, 

in i8f7, and Dillon, aathor of the who were ever at peace wirh tlie 

Hiflory of Indiana, had his Rcgiftcr French '.ill tlic m.-.'dlcfom ■ La Wnw.- 

from 1605 to 1699, Hcdef.xnded Cadillac forced him to leave the 

the Miflulippi in 1 700. but returned inilfion. His return in 1707 was 

to hi? mifTton, and fomc ycarf after the figpial ofpctce. 
wa:> Moutiiied in \\\: I'lady and in 

the arm by fome of the Peoriat, 21 3 This delignation does not ap- 

the inftigation of ihc medicine men. pear clfewhere. and I cannot dif- 

He defccnded to Mobile to get his cover what firait is referred to. It 

wT unds irc.iicd, and Benard de I.1 evidently includes the Pcorits. 
Harpe notes his arrival there Janu- 
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very peaceably. But I augur no good from this 
feparation, which I have always hindered, feeing 
but too clearly the evil rcfults. God grant that the 
road from Chikagoua to the Strait (au Detroit) be 
not clofed, and the whole Illinois niiOion luffer 
greatly. I avow to vou, Rev. Father, that it rends 
my licart to fee my old liock thus divided and dif- 
perfed, and I (hall never fee it, after leaving it, 
without having Ibtne new caufe of afflidion. The 
Peoiiaroiia, whom I left without a miflionary (fince 
Father Marefl has followed the Kafkafkias) have 
prom i fed me that they would preferve the Church, 
and that they would await my return from the 
MifTifTipi, where I told them that I went only to 
aiTure mylclt ut the truth of all that was faid about 
it. ■ This gave them great pleafure : they promifed 
me that tiiey would leave their village only when 
I fhould direct them, or the great chief down the . 
river wlfhed them to tranfport it. I much doubt 
whether they will keep their word. 

After having march d four tiiys with the Kaf- 
kafkias,+ I went ahead with Father Mareft, whom 
I left Tick at the Tamarouha, where Father Pinet 
difcharges peaceably all the fun(5lions of millionary, 
and Mr. Bergier,$ who gets along very well with 

4 Father Mjrqucnc and AIloucz Gravicr's influence inducii a |n]l» 

found the KafkalkiM on the upper which proved a lading one. 
waters of the lOinois. This journal 

(hows when and why thrv rcnv)\c.1 5 Rev. John Bcrgier, a pHcfT of 

to the prck-m Kaflidlkta. m the Seminary of Uuebcc, arrived in 

the view of joining the French in Qnada, it is faid. in 1683. He 

Louifiana, that tl^ let out, but was not of Mr. MootigDjr's pMtjr, 
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us» has care only of t!ie French, and this is a good 
relief for Father l^inet. 

I llartcd from the Tamarouha the 9th Odtober, 
to come licre at the lower part of the Mifliflipi, to 
aHld Father du Ru.^ I was accompanied by Hve 
canoes of Frenchmen. For my part I had in my 
canoe only Brother Guibert and a Frenchman fick 
with the tertian fever. At two leagues from the 
village I found the Tamarouha, who have taken up 
their winter quarters in a beautiful bay, where they 
await the Metchigamia, who are to come over fixty 
leagues to winter, and form only one village with 
them. One of our mifTionaries is to vifil them 
every fecond day all the winter long, and do as 
much for the Kaoiikia, who have taken their winter 
quarters four leagues above the village. 

We made only four leagues the firft day, in oon- 
lequence of one of our canoes being opened by a 
fnag \cbmi\ hidden in the water, which ftopped 
us to repair it. 

but foon followed, as we here find 

him at Cahokia (Tamaryis) in St p- 
lember, 1700. He probably fuc- 
ceeded Sl Cofine at the Tamarois. 

On Pinet's death, he became Indian 
miflionary alfo, and (Irugglcd loan- 
fulty with ihe medie'me men, but 
his health failed, and after being 
vifucd in his fuknefs by Faihci 
Mared, died, it is faid, in 1710. 
On a vifji to Mobile in 1 707 he 
(irft announced the aflafllnation of 
his predecellbr, the Rev, Mr St 
Coiine. 
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^ Father du Ru came out as chap* 
lain to Iberville, ,;tKl planted a crofs 
at the mouth of the Miffii&ppi, (he 
infirription on which is given at the 

end of (!iis iourn.fl. He founded 
the Oumas million, ercflinga chapel 
oppofite the temple. He was Toon 
fuccecded by Father de Lymogcs, 
and remained in the fcttlcmcnl, but 
became involved in difpiMes with 
Mr. Sauvolle, the commander. Hia 
companion, Father Dongc, fell a 
viftim to the climate* and he re> 
turned to £urope 
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On the loth day, after a league's progrcfs, wc 
difcovered the river Miaramigoua,/ \v!;erc the very 
rich lead mine is, twelve or thirteen leagues from 
its mouth. This mine yields ihrcc-fourths. 

On the nth we killed a buffalo or wild-ox, 
which coft us ten or twelve gun-ihots, To well did 
he defend his life. The fever which (eized my 
pilot obliged us to land at one in the afternoon^ and 
in five days, although the current was ftrong, we 
made only thirty-five leagues, becaufe the (ick 
obliged us to land early, and becaufe much time is 
loft firing on the buffaloes that line the river, and 
who are almoft always left to be devoured by the 
wolves. 

On the 14th wc doubled Cape St. Croix. It is 
a fmall rock which makes a little iffland on the north 
of the Mifiiflipi, on which Mr. de Montigny planted 
a croft.^ We took two bears there. 

On the I5lh, continuation of fair weather. We 
faw that day over fifty bears, and of all that we 
killed, \ve took only four to have the oil. Thofc 
that came down along the MiiTifTipi were lean, and 
thofe that came from the diredlion of the river 
Ouabachci were fat. They were conftantly going 
from foutli to north. Ii nmil be better for them 
there. 

You meet a number of iflands and ihoaU in the 
courle of the Miiliflipi river, from the Tamarouha 

7 Maramcg. Charlevoix, in his of (he early miiuog aaempa made 
i^fi. de la Nouvelie Franet^ fd. heic 
>"» p>4S8«glmaa«aiiifiii(accoaiii t See pw 68. 
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to the river Oiiabachi ; this river keeps quite dofely 
its diredtion of north to fouth ; but three or four 
leagues from Oiiabachi it begins to turn to the 
N. N. VV., and does nothing but wind. We could 
not iudge by the diftance we made on the 15th 
what diredion it takes. Father Marquette (who 
firft difcovered it nearly thirty years ago) puts it in 
his journal three leagues from Ouabachi» 36 deg. 
47 min. We cabined in fight of this river, which 
comes from the Ibuth and empties- into the Mifllf- 
fippi. At its mouth it makes a great bafin two 
arpcnts from its difchargc. It is called by the Illi- 
nois and by the Oumiamis the river of the Akanfcn, 
becaufe the Akanlea formerly dwelt on it. 9 Three 
branches are alTigned to it, one that comes from the 
northwcft, palling behind the country of the Ou- 
miamis, called the River St. Jofcph, which the 
Indians call properly Ouabachci.*^ The fecond 
comes from the Iroquois, and it is that called by 
them Ohio ; and the third from the S. S. W., on 
which are the Chaouanoiia^n and all three uniting 
to empty into the Miiiiflipi, it is commonly called 

9 This is an important faft not to make them the mound builders 

elfcwhcrc alluded to, rtunving lhat who flfd down the MiirifTippi, like 

(his branch of (he DaLoias mull the tabuluu!) Aljigcui of the Tchoo] 

have penetrated the mod early of booJtt of Olher dl^ 
any, before they were driven fouth- 

erly and weft of the Mifliflippi. Here Gravier dilUnAljr Ibm 

This fadl will probablv bale new the Wab.iOi to be the Indian name 

theories as to the Ohio mound of the river that now bears the name. 

boUdcrs, poflibly the peopk who i> TbeShiwiKCi. This branch 

were atuckcd by, but rcpulfed the Is the Tconcflee. « 

Arkanfai* unless it is more pleaiing 
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Ouabachi ; but the Illinois and the other Indians 
call it the River of the Akanfca. Its water is 
clear, and it does not leem very rapid. It falls 
gently into the Mifiillipi, which lulcs a little of the 
muddy color given it by the River of the iVIilTourib. 

I fmind an excellent remedy to cure our French 
of their fevers. I promtfed God jointly with Peter 
de Bonne, who had a violent tertian fever for a 
Confiderabic time, to recite for nine days fonic pray- 
ers in honor of Father Francis Regis, '2 whofc relics 
I have, which I applied to him in the height of his 
fever, when it ccafed fuddenly, and he had no more 
of it attcr that time. After my novena I refuined 
my reliquary, which I hung around the neck of 
Louis de Hemme of Riviere du Loup, with whom 
I began a fecond novena» and from the firft day the 
fever i^t him ; and having taken off my reliquary 
the fourth or fifth day of the novena to hang it on 
the neck of one by name Auguftine La Pointe of 
Cote. St. Michel in Canada, who had already had 
two or three attacks of fever, it took du Hemme 
again, who feeing himfclf cured, had faid that I 
was not atraid of being fick with that rcliqniry 
always hung around his neck, and as foon as 1 took 

IS St. John Francis Re^ was a Puy in the Vday, in ifijp* in the 

Jefutt miffionary in France, who, midd of h'n labors. His virtues 

failing to obtain permiflion to de> and favors led to his canonizadon 

Vij;c- himfllf to the Indians in Amcr- in 1737. The Indian town of St. 

ica, fpcni his life in giving religious Regis, in northern New York, com* 

inftruAton 10 ^ poor country pco- memonttes the ftrvices of this de- 

pic, utio v«crc much ncglct^tcd in voted evaqgclift of the pOOr. 
fotnc parts of France. He dkd a* 
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it off, the fever came back and did not leave him 
til! after the novena, and La Pointe was cured per- 
kdlly from the firft day that I hung my reliquary 
around his neck, which I did not remove till the 
novena was completed. And at this moment Pierre 
Chabot of Ifle Orleans, who had the fever for more 
than fix months, having hung it on his neck, the 
third day of the novena that ftabbom fever dimin- 
ilhed and he was entirely rid of it at the end of the 
novena. Afmallpieceof Father Regis's hat, which 
one of our domeftics gave me is the moft infallible 
remedy that I can have to cure all kinds of fevers. 

Now to relume my route. We ilarted on the 
1 6th of Od^obcr from the mouth of the Oiiabachi, 
with very favorable weather, and wc found the 
MiiTiHipi lefs rapid than above the Oiiabachi, As 
we had a ereat quantity of meat, we dried in hafte 
a part of the belt, and the great heat obliged us to 
throw away the reft. Wc faw fo great a quantity 
of wild pigeons, that the air was darkened and quite 
covered by them. We ran all day S. S. W., and 
five leagues below Ouabachi on the fouth fide, we 
, found great bluffs of fand, where there is laid to be 

..^lit'-^""^ an iron mine. The pretended plates of iron at- 

" ^ taciicd to pebbles, arc anything but what was fup- 

pofed and what I was told, lliey are merely veins 
of hard and almoft petrified earth, which have in - 
deed the color of iron, but which are not heavy, 
and break cafily. I took a piece to (how that if 
there is an iron mine, it muft not be judged by that 
earth.' 
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A little lower down, we began to difcover canes 
on the billoclu. They are covered with evergreen 
leaves from the bottom to the point, which ter- 
minates in a little tuft of leaves, Thev are not 
over feven or eight feer hieh on the lides of the' 
hills, but arc twenty, thirty, and forty feet high in 
the woods, efpecially from the Akanfea. 

On the 18th, in three hours time, wc boxed the 
compafs, and after running a little while £. S. E., we 
went half round it again in a bay of more than two 
leagues, which can be cut acroft at high water. . 

On the 19th we overtook the two canoes that 
had left us, and about two o*clock in the afternoon 
we found on the north (ide, three or four leagues 
further down, beyond ;i little prairie, an echo which 
repeats five words diilindlly, and begins to repeat 
what you lay only when you hnilii pronouncing the 
laft word. 

On the 2oih great heat ; wc llcpt in fight of 
great bluffs of ftone. called Fort Prud'homme, be- 
caufe Mr. de la Salle» going on his difcovery, en-* 
trenched himfelf here with his party, fearing that 
Prud'homme, who had got loft in the woods, had 
been killed by the Indians, and that he himfelf 
would be attacked. Lafl year a "quantity of bears 
were killed at this place. The rain detained us the 
22d and 23d on a great fand bank, whence we 
gained an ifland where there was petrified wood. I 
do not know whether it is a ijpring or a lireain of 
water that has this power, as there is in Auverghe» 
on the confines of Bourbonnois, a mineral fountain 
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that petrifies the leaves of the trees that fall in ; or 
whetlier it is the fun which blackens and hardens 
fmall bits of rotten wood left on the fand after the 
high waters. Be that as it may, I law large and 
imall ; it cannot be doubted, for there are fome that 
:ire not yet petrified, and which are part wood and 
part black flone which breaks eafily. A blacklmith 
who was in the party took tlie petrified wood for 
coal, but befides its not being lo heavy, he was con- 
vinced of the contrary by throwing it into the fire. 
. On the 24th we found a quantity of grapes, but 
they are nothing to what had been represented to 
me, and neither as good nor as large as thofe found 
on the River of the Illinois, and efpecially on the 
River of the Miamis and in greater quantity. 

On the 25th there fell fo heavy a rain that we 
had to get up on a hill more than thirty feet high 
and tranfport our cabin there. 

On the 26th we pafled the Riviere a Mayot'} on 
the fouth, from the name of an Indian of the Mo- 
hegan nation who was of Mr. de la Salle's party. 
This river does not feem to be very large, but is 
faid t ) be a good hunting ground, and that the 
Chickacha come to its mouth, from which they are 
only three day's journey, cutting fouth inland. 

A league or two lower down we found a periagua 
of Taogria.** They are people of the Mohcgan 

I] Riviere a Miigob the rivtr of Cafquinambo (TcrnieT 

(ee), a branch ot' the Ohio, and af- 
14 Benard dc la Harpc menuoDS cribes the butchery of fomc French- 
the T«ogMoi u * nsQon itttled an men to the £iigKfh fettled among 
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nation, who trade much with the Englifh. There 
were only fix men, a woman, and child ; they were 
coming from the Akanfea. The one who feenicd 
to mc the moft confiderable faid Ibme Illinois words, 
and Ipoke Chaouanoiia. He made me (it down on 
a bear Ikin fpread before his field cabin» and pre- 
iented me (agamity to eat ; he then told me as news 
that Father de Limoges,* s (whom he called Captain 
Pauiongha) had capfized in his canoe and lo(l every 
thing; and that the Kappa Akanfea had given him 
provifions and a canoe to continue his journey. I 
gave him a knife and half a box of vermilHon. He 
made me a prefent of a large piece of meat of his 
chaic. A league after parting with him we killed 
four does. We did not expert fuch a piece of good 
luck ; and we neither lulled nor faw another beaft 
from Riviire a Mayot to the Tea. 

On the 27th we pafTed St. Francis river at the 
point of a turn to the north, eighteen leagues from 
the Akanfea. 

On the ?orh leaving our cabinage we ran weft 
and then kept louthwcil:. Ahour noon we dif- 
covered four periaguas of Akanleas; when my 
.canoe got near land, an old man came into the water 
and carried mc alhore on his fhoulders. The chief 
made me fit down on a great bearikin, and the 
French on olier branches, which he made his young 

Aem. It i4 therefore worth while «S Father Jofcph de Lymoges 

to invcftig.ttc \\\v) \*ir^ <fi:Te AI- muft have hccn on the Illinois mif- 
gon^uin Indians on the Tcnncflee fton, and on his way down at (hit 
known to the Engpli in 170a dme. After his Oumn miffiiMi dl 

tnce of him difiippem, 

R 
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men cut. He pretentcd me two piakimina cakes, 
which I diliribultd amon<^ the French; and af- 
flidted as I was that they did not undcrltand me, 
wiftiing to fpcak to them of God, I retired to pray 
for them, while the kettles were boiling. Th^ 
ferved me a plate of fagamity of fmall Indian corn, 
and another of fmall corn whole, feafoned with ex- 
cellent Iqualh. I made a little prefent to the chief of 
the band, and on the ;oth we went and cabined a 
league lower down, halt a league from the old village 
of the Akanlea, where they formerly received the 
late Fatlier Marquette, and which is difcerniblc now 
only by the old outworks ( dehors Jy there being no 
cabins left. 

On the 31ft, about 9 A. M., we arrived at the 
▼illage of the Kappa Akanfea, who are at 24 deg.» 
according to Father Marquette's eftimate. The 
village is half a league from the water's edge. Mr. 

de Montigny planted a crofs on the hill, which is 
very fteep, and forty teet high. After taluting the 
♦ crofsand chanting the Vexilla Regi,s with the French 
we notified the Akanfea by three guns, and in lefs 
than half a quarter of an hour at mod, two young 
men appeared fword in hand, followed doie by the 
chief of the Kappas and the chief of the Toiirima, 
and twenty or thir^ well made young men with 
their bows and arrows. Some had fwords, and two 
or three Englifh guns, given to them laft year by 
the man who brought them a lot of mcrchandifc 
to alienate them from the French, and Specially 
fjrom the milfionaries, whom he had an avcriion 
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againfl, boalling that he would put the hrft he met 
in irons and put them to death. The French who 
took Jiiin found wherewith to make him a pair of 
hajidcuiFs with irons, and prevented his dumg all the 
harm he propofed to do.'* He had already two 
concubines at the Kappas. 

To refume; the chiefs invited me to go to their 
village, which confifts of forty cabins. A part of 
the French accompanied me there, while the others 
guarded the canoes at anchor. They took me to 
the cabin of the chief, who made me fit down on 
a mat of dreflfed canes, and at the fame time put 
on the fire a kettle of Imall Indian corn, lealoned 
plentifully with dried peaches. llicy brought 
me from another cabin a large platter of ripe firuit 
of piakimina It is pretty much like the French 
medlar. The platter was prefented to the chief 
to hand to me. As it is the moft excellent fruit 
the Indians have from the Illinois to the fca, xht 
chief did not fiil to begin his fcall with it. After 
lafting a little 1 palled the di(h to Brother Guibert 
and the French who fat oppofitc me. I did the 
fame with the lagamity. I remarked that all who 
entered the cabin flood at the door, and advanced 
only when the chief told them to do fo and (it down. 
There was a Metchigamikoue woman there, who 
a^ed as my interpreter, and confirmed the ftory of 

• 6 Ic U probabl^r impoiEblc, at Chiclu(kw» co ituck the Cokpifliu, 

tins day, to ififeover wHo wew ihefe feeding among the Arlanfits, tndui 

adventurous Englilhmcn who were on tlw Tcnneflcc. 
fo eu\y on the MiifilKppi, leading 
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Father de Limoges* capfizing and lofs of all he had. 
She gave him her provifion of Indian corn and 
.fquafhcs to carry him as fiir as the Natchez, and the 
chief gave him an earthen pot, atter regaling him 
as well as he could. 1 alTvcd him whether he re- 
coHe^ed to have formerly feen a Frenchman drefled 
in black> attired like me, in their village. He re> 
plied that he recoUedted it well, but that it was fo 
long ago that he could not count the years. I told 
him that it was more than twenty-fevcn years. He 
added that they danced the Captain's calumet to 
him, which I liid not at once underftand, fuppofing 
that he fpoke of the calumet of the Illinois, which 
the Kafkaflvias had given Father Marquette to carry 
with him on the MiHilTipi as a fafeguard ; but I 
found in the Father's journal that they did in fadl 
dance the calumet to him. He then had me aiked 
in how many days I would ftart, and having told 
him that I had come afhore merely to falute him in 
his cabin, and that I was going to embark, he begged 
me to remain at leaft one day, to have provisions 
prepared, and that all the young men of his village 
were very glad to fee me. I replied to his compli- 
ment and Hated that I was in harte to get to my 
journey's end. I had previoully inquired whether 
there were any fick ; my interpreter informed me 
that there were none. At lad, after a good deal of 
going and coming, and many confultations with his 
people, the chief of the village alked me to ftay till 
next d;iy, becaufe he wirtied to dance the chief's cal- 
umet with his young men to me. As this is a Ipecial 
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honor which is done but rarely, and only to pcrfons 
of diftindion, I thanked him for his gooid will, 
faying that I did not cfteem myfelf a captain, and 
that I was llarting immediately. My aiilwer pleafed 
the French, but it was fcarcely agreeable to all the 
others, who by doiiig nie this honor hoped to draw 
prefents from me. The chief conduced me to the 
water's edge, followed by all his people, and they 
brought me a quantity of dried peaches, piachimina, 
and j quafhes. I made a prefent to the chief of a 
little lead and powder, and a box of vermillion to 
daub his youth, and fome other trifle which he was 
much pleafed with, telling him that I thanked liim 
for the lervice lie had rendered Father Limoges. 
After I embarked they hred four guns, to which the 
people with me relponded. Two leagues trom the 
village there is a iiitic river, on which they go in 
canoes in the fpring, behind the hills, to their cabin 
doors. 

As I have here mentioned the calumet, you will 
be pleafed to have me tell you (bmethi ng of it 
here« There is nothing anu^ng these Indians more 

myfterioiis or comiiKMidable. No fuch honor is 
paid to the crowns and ilcfitrcs of kings as they pay 
to it. It leem.s to he ihc god of peace and war, the 
arbiter of life and death. ^^> carry and lliow it cn- 
ablcj) you to march with affuraucc amid enemies who 
in the heat of the combat lay down their arms when 
it is fliown. It was on this account that the Illi- 
nois gave one to the late Father Marquette as 
a fafeguard among the nations of the Mifliflipi, 
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through whom he was to pass on his voyage goin'g 
to the diicovery of this river and the nations dwelU 
ing on it. 

There is a calumet tor peace and one for war, 
which are didinguihicd iiiupi)' by ihe colour ot the 
feathers with which they are trimmed. The red 
is a mark of war ; they ufe it alto to fettle their dif- 
putes, to confirm alliances and to Ipeak to (Irangers. 

— ' It is a kind of pipe to fmoke tobacco, made of a 

red ftone poliihed like marble and pierced To that 
one end ferves to receive the tobacco and the other 
, ^ fits on the handle. This is a hollow piece of wood, 

V '^'''■'-^ two feet long, and as thick as an ordinary cane. It 
is by realon of this that the French have llyled it 
Calumet, corrupting the word Cbalumeau^ becaufe 
it refembles a pipe, or rather a long flut^. It is 
• embelliflied with the head or neck of various birds^ 

whofe plumage is very beautiful. They add alfo 
^ large red or green or other coloured feathers, with 
which it is all trimmed. They eftecni it efpecially 
becaufe they regard it as the calumet or pipe of the " 
fun, and in fad ihcy proffer it to him to fmoke 
when they wifh to obtain calm, rain or tair weather. 
They would Icruple to bathe in the beginning of 
hot weather, or to eat new fruits till after they nad 
danced the calumet, that is to fay, the chief holds 
it in his hands finging airs, to which the others re- 
fpond, dancing and making geftures in time with 
the found of certain inftruments of the fafhion of 
fmall drums. 

On the ift of November mod of the French 
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approaclied the lacraments» and after celebrating 

the feaft*' in the heft way we could, we con- 
tinued our voyage and difcovered the river of the 
Akanfea ' eight leagues from the village ot the 
Kappa. 

The Siiteoiii Akanlea are five leagues above its 
mouth and are much more numcroui: than the 
Kappa and Tourima ; thefe are the three villages of 
the Akanfea.'* This river, which is on the north 
of the Miffiffipi, is very beautiful; it divides into 
three branches a league from the village of the 
Oufitteoiii, it n-ns N. VV. and by alcending it they 
go to reach the nvcr ot the Mifiouris hy making a 
portage. They reckon 60 leagues tVoni the Kappa 
to the river of the Toumika, and on the third day 
we palled Pointe Coupee, which is half way. We 
were then at anchor for fix days of rain, and did 
not make much progrefs. 

On the 7th a furious fog arofe and the rain 
obliged us to cabin on a hill more than 40 or 50 
feet high, and at 7 P. M. we were furprifed by a 
furious gale. It lafted over an hour and gave all 
hands plenty of exercile to lave the canoes and bag- 
gage, and threatened to crufh us every moment 
under the trees that were falling around us. When 
the wind fell the rain was fo violent for two days 
that I never faw the like. 

Our people killed a crocodile three fathoms 
long. It is an animal of the colour of a toad, 
(haped like a lizard. It is often found on land and 

trFetllof AllSuntt. ■< See pife 75 ». 
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although it walks very flowly, men feldom ap- 
proach it unlefs well armed. The fcales with which 
it is covered are proof againfl: fmall Hiot, and re- 
quire a ball to pierce them ; I do not know how 
the Indians do, who have only arrows, unlefs they 
Hide undcr^thc fcales behind. Its mouth is, very 
large and armed with two rows of teeth longer than 
a bear's. It makes you'ihudder to fee it and hear 
it^grit its teeth. They say that the tongue is good 
eating, but I have not yet had the curiofity to tafle 
it or the reft of the body, which moft of the In- 
dians efteem a great dainty. From time to time if 
cofts the life of Ibme of thofe who venture to 
plunge in to take , them after they are wounded. 
Many are to be feen larger than tliis one. 

On the 1 3th, after die mafs of the Bleflcd Stan- 
iilaus/' we fet out and tne next day reached the river 
of the Toonika. I left the five canoes of French 
at the mouth ; it is on the.fbuth of the MiflKTippi. 
I enibarked in my canoe to go and vifit Mr. Da- 
vion, miflionary prieft, who was fick ; I left my 
canoe four leagues from the river at the foot of a 
hill, where there arc five or fix cabins. The road, 
which is two leagues by land, is quite pretty. I 
found piakimiiia trees loaded with iiuit and many 
copal trees exuding gum. We pailed in the roads 
canes forty feet high and thick as your arm. The 
flalkof the corn, which we call Indian . corn/ is 
over fifteen to twenty feet high, and fb are the fun 

19 St. Staniflaus KoHU of the beatified, and was canonized in the 
Sodetjr of Jefus} he w«* Uiu tune year 1 7*7. 
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flowers and thick in proportion. Wc law five or - ' ~ . ' 
fix hamkts of a few cabins, and I was furprized 
that the Indians, who fo rarely <ec Frenchmen, 
fhowcd lo little curiofity. There was none except 
at Mr. Davion's village, where all the people 
efcorted me to the houfe of ihat fervent miHionary, 
whom I found in bed with the tever. He aroie 
next day to receive at my nials, and went out for 
the firft time with me to vilit fonie cabins. He 
converfed with me with great fraiikiicfs on the 
milfion which he is bt-i^Mnning to ertahlilli, and God 
bielfes his zeal and tlie Ihaly which he makes of 
the language, which he begins to fpeak better than 
tuiild be naturally expedted from a perfon of hii. 
age. There are three different languages in his 
miilion, the Jakdu^ of 30 cabins, the Ounfpik of 
10 or 12 cabins, and the Toumika who are in feven 
hamlets, and who comprifein all 5oor6ofma11cabins« 
He devotes himfelf only to this laft language, and 
the Tounika being the moft numerous give name to 
the miffioii. They are very docile; polvgamv is 
rare among them, but their caprice and the cullom 
ot the country authorizes repudiation tor next to 
nothing, tor which reaton the village is fcarcely 
peopled, and I faw hardly any children. 1 he girls 
are not . fo loofc or bold as they arc among the 
Natchez and Taenfa. They acknowledge ninc-'^'^i? 
gods, the fun, thunder, fire, the ^od of the caft, 
Jouth, north and wcrtj..Qf heaven and of earth. In 
each cabin there is a great poft that fupports it, at 

Appaienily the Yaxoos* 
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the foot of which there arc jwo o r three little 

e^Cll^npotsjiear thcjire, out of which ihey take 
a littte'alhcs^to put in tliele pots, from I know not 
what fuperftition. This is the poft of the fpiiit or 
genius. They arc lo clole-mouthed as to all the 
myfteries of their religion that the milTionary 
could not difcover anything about it. The women 
Jiaj^A-dEci&^jnulberry^glQthj vhich th e y fpin lil 
/'f- ' . y Aempandjax; it i s a ftrong^hick- cloflL. Their 
^ ^ petti coat is ver y decentr Fromro<Ljataii l to b elow 

j|[IC-J(nees ; there is a frin^ very well worked as 
well as their mantle, either all uniform or worked 
in lozenges or in fquares or in ermine, which they 
wear ulually as a lafh, and rarely on the two flioul- 
ders. Neither men nor women greafe or oil their 
hair like all our Canadian Indians, but this is 
perhaps from lack of both (greafe and oil), bear's 
meat and deer being very rare in their village as 
well as all other beafts. The women have a great 
tre& of hair on the back which hangs down below 

' ■ the waift ; they aUb make a crown of it around 

the head. Their head like the men's is flat. Mo- 
thers carefully pnr rheir children's heads in prefs 
from birth to render them flat. Moft of the men 
have long hair, and no drefs but a wretched deer 
(kin. Sometimes they too, as well as the women, 
■ have mantles of turkey feathers or of mufkrais 
duns .wed woven and worked. The men do 
here '^what* peasants do in France; they cultivate 
and dig the earth, plant and harveft the crops, cut 
'''^ — the wood and bring it to^the cabin, drefs the deer 
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and buffalo (kins when they have any. They drefs 
them the beft of all Indians that I have feen. The 
women do only indoor work, make the earthen 
pots and their clothes. Tlicir cabins are round 
and va ulted. They are Jatjied with ' canes and 
plaftered with mud t ium bottom to top, within 
and without wit h agood covering of ftraw. There 
is no light cxcept'By'tfie'Hoor, and no matter how 
little fire there is (the smoke of which ^ has no 
efcape but the door) it is as hot as a vapour bath. 
At night a lighted torch of dried canes ferves as a 
candle and keeps all the cabin warm. Their bed 
is of round canes, railed on four pol\s, three teet 
high, and a c ine mat lerves as a mattrals. Nothing 
IS neater than their cabins. You lee there neither 
clothes, nor lacks, nor kettles, nor hatchets, nor guns; 
they carry all with them and have no riches but 
carthcnpots quite well made; xi pccially little glazed 
^ pitchers, as neat as you would fee in France ; their 
granaries ar e near their cabins, made like dove- 
cotes, built on tour large pof^s 15 or 16 feet hi<jh, 
well put together and well polifhc*^ fb rhat the 
mice cannot climb up, and in thi.s way they pro- 
te(fl their cornatid J guallKs, which are ftill better 
tiian ihofc of^He [llinois. ^here arc no peaches 
in this village as there at the Akanfea ; but fuch an 
abundance of piakimina, that they go in the woods 
with their families to harveft them, as the Illinois 
go with their families to hunt the buffalo, which 
IS very rare in this country, where they live on this 
fruit tn the woods for a month, befides which thejf 
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pound and dry great quantities which they prefervc 
for a long time. They have only one Itnall tem- 
-drf i^: J^ pie raifed -OiL a mound of earth . They never enter 
it, Mr. Davion told me, except when going to or 
retorning from war, and do not make all the bowl- 
ings of the Taenfa and Natchcs when they pafs in 

front of their temples, where there is always an old 

man whojTiaiiTiain&-thejij:e. 

•/. < 'J^ : '■/'<'' Mr. St. Cofme having learned that Mr. Davion 

was in extremis^ arrived from the million of the 
Pl\A)^ B^^o''^ "^y departure they both con- 

A firmed Father dc Limoge's accident, and his faving 

only his chalice and crucifix of all that he had with 
him. They gave him all that he needed to go to the 
Fort of the MifTiinpi, greatly edified at the joy and 
firmne& which he difplayed in the very confidera- 
ble lofs he fuftained of all the mifiion furniture, 
blcffing God, they told me, for thus weaning him 
from all he had. The Natches, Mr. de St. Cofme 
aflured mc, are far from being as docile as the 
Tounika. Thev prafhice polygamy, fte^l nnd are 
^cry VICIOUS, tlic girls and women more tlian the 
men and boys, among whom there is much to re- 
form befi>re anything can be expeded of them. 
The Taenfas, who fpeak the fame language, have 
the fame habits also ; their village is twenty leagues 
from the river of the Tounika. It is fi>ur leagues 
inland After one league's march, you come to a 
lake where there are always a number of alligators. 
It muft be crofTcd in a canoe to reach the village, 
which is more clofe fet than that of the Tounika. 
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The temple having been redaced to aflies laft 
year by lightning, \yhich fell on a matter as com- 
bufltihle as the canes with which it is thatched, the 
old man whu is its guardian, laid that the fpirit was 
incenfed becaufe no one was put to death on the 
deceaic of the laft cluci, and chat it was necelTary 
to appeafe him. Five women had the cruelty to 
caft their children into the fire, in light of the 
French who recounted it to me, or rather gave 
them to the old man who caft them into the 6re 
while making his invocations and chanting with 
thcle women during the cruel ceremony, and but 
for the French there would have been a great many 
more children burnt. The chief's cabin having 
been converted into a temple the five unnatural 
mothers were borne to it in triumph as five hero- 
ines. 

At the point of the turn where the village is, 
the river is not over an arpent and a half wide» 
and forms a ftrait, where it is very difficult to 
(lem the current, and it is here that IVlr. de la 

Salle fays there is a whirlpool where trees plunge 
in root up and come out only half a league lower 
down. I did not perceive this, perhaps it occurred 
only when he pafled or is leen only from time to 
lime. After meeting with heavy rains which 
would have Inundated all our baggage by night, 
had I flept as foundly as our canoe men, we had 
pretty fair weather to reach the Natches, fouth of 
the Taenfas, from whom they are only twenty 
leagues diftant. After mounting a little bluff you 



10 
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find a great beaten road leading to a rather ftccp 
hill, more than half which is covered in the high 
waters. On top of this hill vou diiccrn a noble 
prairie. The moft beaten road leads to the village 
where the temple is; the others running off right 
and left, lead to diiFerent hamlets. There are only 
ibur cabins in that in which th e^ temple js. It is 
very fpacious and covered wiuiT cane macs, which 
they renew every year with great ceremonieSf 
which it would be prolix to infert here. They 
begin by a four days' faft with emetics, till blood 
comes. There is no window, no chimney in this 
temple, and it is only by the light of the fire that 
you can Icc a little, and then the door which is very 
low and narrow muft be open. I imagine that the 
obfcarity of the place infpires them with refped. 
The old man who is the 'keeper, keeps the fire up 
and takes great care not to let it go out. It is in 
,thc c«trc pfjhfijcmple in front of a fort of m^u^ 
foleum after the Indian falhton. There are three, 
about eight or nine feet long, fix feet broad and 
nine or ten feet high. They are lupported by four 
large pofts covered with mats ot canes in quite neat 
columns and iurmounted by a platform of plaited 
canes. This would be rather graceful were it not 
all blackened with fmoke and covered with foot. 
There is a large mat which ferves as a curtain to 
cover a large table, covered with five or fix cane 
mats on which ftands a large bafket that it is un- 
lawful to open, as the fpirit of each nation of rhofe 
quarters repoles there, they fay, with that of the 
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Natches. I am provoked at myfelf for not open - 
ing the bailee^ although I would have offended the 
old man to have opened the curtain and touched 

this'balket. There are others in the other two 
maufoleums, where the bones of their chiefs are, 
they fay, which they revere as divinities. All that 
I faw fomewhat rare was a piece of rock cryiVal, 
which I found m a little balket. I faw a number 
of little earthen pots, platters, and c ups, and little 
^anc bartcets, all well made* i nisTs to ierve up 
iood to the fpirits of the dcccafed chiefs^^and the 
temple keeper findfeTiIs profit inlt. 

After examining all that there is in this temple, 
1 law neither there nor elfewhere, the gold, fdver, 
or precious flones, or riches, or nine fathoms of 
fine pearls mentioned by the author of a relation 
printed in the name of Mr. de Tonty, and which 
He has difavowed to one who reproached him with 
all the falfehoods with which it is ftufFed.*' It is 
alfo a fable, what that writer ventures to mention 
as having been fcen by Mr. Tonty in a little clofet 
let in the mud covered wall, where I neither faw 
nor tafted the exquifitc liquors of which he fpeaks. 
Thefe things nre ail invented by the fame writer to 
fet off his account. It is a fadl that the chief's wife 
has fome fmall pearls, which are neither round nor 
well pierced, but about fcvcn or eight which are as 

11 The ml narrative of the Sicur the one iiTucd in his name was at 

Toii:\ cxilh, but only an im- once expofed and it was always dti^ 

pcr' ct tranflation has ap tvowcd Dy him. 

pearcd. The AAilious chara^ of 
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large as fmall peas, which were bought for more 
than their value after a good deal of feeking. There 
are none of the riches or rareties which they pre- 
tciidL'd were to be tound in the temple and village. 
-The Frenchman whom M. d'lbervillc^^ left there 
to learn the language, told iiic that on the death of 
the laft chief, they put_ iQ death two j iKOip en, three 
„|i[ien_anili^^ them with 

jUbowdciDgf and this cruel ceremony was performed 
with great pomp, thefe wretched vi<!lim8 deeming 
themfelves greatly honored to accompany their 
chief by a violent death. There were only (even for 
the great chief who died one month before. His 
wife, better adviled than the others, did not wifh to 
follow him, and began to weep when they wilhed 
to oblige iici to accompany her huiband. Mr. dc 
Montigni, who has left this country to go to Slam, 
being informed of what they were accuftomed to 
do, made them promife not to put anyone to death. 
As a pledge of their word they gave htm a little 



»» Pierre Le Moync d'lbcrvjllc, 

fon of Charles Lc Moyne, was born 
at Monireal, July so, 1661 , and like 
all hh brothers entered the Ibrvice 

of the- King. He fcrvcd firft in the 
Indian wars, was (hen fcnt by Dc- 
nonvillc. in 1686, to Hudfon's hmy, 
of u hich he W35 appointed governor. 
Hcgaincd fcvcrai viciorii.s here, .in i 
filbfequently took Fort Pcnuijaid, 
and recovered Newfoundland. In 
1698, he failed from Rochclle, 
and difcovcring the mouth of the 
MilTifiippif wiuch La Salle had 



mifled, eftablifhed a colony, which 
he left under the command of 
his brothers, de SauvoUe and dc 
Bienville. He was the father of 

LojifutiJ. uul made fevcral vovagcs 
to it bearing colonifts, fupplics and 
arms. In 1706 he (aihed from 
France with a large fleet, intended 
io attack Charlcfton, but (lopping 
at St. Domingo died there of the 
yellow fever July 9, 1706. It is 
a reproach that no detailed memoir 
has hc-n written of Ibemllc and 
his broihcx Bienville. 
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female flave whom they had refolvcd to put to 
death but for his prohibition : but to keep their 
cuffed cuftom without its being perceived, the 
chief's wife, whom they call Ouachil Tamail, fun- 
woman (who is always the (Ifler and not the wife 
of the great chief), perfuaded him to retire to a 
diAant village fo as not to have his head iplit with 
the noiie they would make in a ceremony where 
all were to take pan. Mr. dc Montigni not fuf- 
peding anything believed her and withdrew, but 
in his abfence theyjutjo death thofe whom they 
believpd jp h^ ne cefTi\ry to go to cook and wait on 
-thc-Jiilief^in the other world. Only the old men 
enter the temple to make their bowling s, fuchasi 
law them do, after kindling the fire . 

All the men wEo pa» before the temple lay 
down what they cariy, and extend their arms 
towards the temple with loud bowlings, and if they 
have fmall children they take them in their arms 
and turning towards the temple, they make them 
touch the ground three times with the forehead. 
They makc^thele lame howls when they pafs before 
the chief or the woman chief, or fpeak to them, or 
give them food or drink or [a pipe] to fmoke. 
The woman chief has much ability and more credit 
than one would think; her brother is no great 
genius- He has remarried nine times without any 
woman being able to ftay with him ; they have all 
left him and at prefent he lives alone by himfelf 

The women arc clothed quite properly and well 
jcovered with a mantle that comes down below the 



« 
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.^^knee. Mort; of them have bhck teeth, it is a benuty 

amonc: them. They blacken them by chewing the 

coal ot tobacco, with the ailies of which they rub 
the teeth every morning. 

The corn was not yet gathered in. The firfl 
harveft is made in thefe parts in the month of June ; 
and the fecond» which is the moft abundant* is not 
made till the end of November. Befides offering 
their -firft fruits in the t emple i n this village, the 
f ^\txi>.': Jii Ir^^-"^^ — womarT^ict made the ha rveft of corn for the 
'' ,o temple, and noone'durft refiTle what her emillanes 

chole to take. This harvefl is made for the chief— 
and the woman chief, and to furniOi food to the 

fpirits of 'the^decealed chidi ; but all take part in 

- — the fcail made to them for fix days with the ordinary 

howls« cries and ceremonies, which they do not 
wifh to explain to the miifionaries, to whom for all 
anfwer they fay: Nou-kou^x^TX is to fay» J do not 
know ivby it is done. All depends on the commif- 
fion of the chiefs who have too great an intercft in 
pafTing for fpirits among their, people to embrace 
Chriilian humili^ lb foon.^^ 

The Natchez arc the tribe of as we have fcen were vifitcd by the 

the Lower MilMippi, bcft known mUfionary St. C6roe« who gained 

CO in readers fnnn the ntaflacre their BUeAion, but did not liicceed 

which (hey conimiticJ oi\ ilie in converting many. After hii dcu;h 

French and the cxicrmtnatini; wur no inilConary rcAded there to chcclc 

confequently waged againll them the injuflicc of (he whites; waren* 

Known perhaps to the Spaniards as fucd in 1716-21, bur thouc'h peace 

early as 1 560, when Triftan dc was nude, rtlcntmcnt rcnuined, 

Luna imrched again f) rhcni. They and in 1729 they rofe againfl the 

arc ncjcr mentioned by the clironi- French, in confcqucncc of t!ic ty- 

cIcrs of La Salle's expedition, and ranny of a French commandant 
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We left this village of the Natchez on the 24th 
and 25th of November. We difcovered the hills 
of the Houmas*"* on the fouth of the MifTiflipi, 
which iurini> a, bay, that you enter, leaving the main 
channel on the right. It is a good league and a 
half from the landing to the village of the Hoamas 
by a bad enough road, all ups and downs and bend- 
ing half double in the canes. The village is fituated 
on the creft of a mountain rugged and precipitous 
on all fides. There are eighty cabins, and in the 
middle of the village a fine level fquarc, where from 
morning to night there are young men who excr- 
cife themfelves in running after a flat ftone which 
they throw in the air from one end of the fquare to 



The French, aided by the Choc- 
ttws, then atmcked them, imd de- 

ftroycd thfir lutioiu] (.-.xifti-'irr. 
Many pcriihed, manj' were ukcn 
•nd foU at daves in the Weft In- 
dies« Ae reft fled to the Chiclrifjw s, 
and as UiU involved ihcm in vv^r, 
redted finally to the Crccb, where 
a remnant dill remains. Their 
lai^uagc was peculiar to thcmfcIvcs, 
and the Tacr.fjs. Pnitt, 
Mmuigm, sttt p. 76.) 

The Houmas or Ounub, iKc 
tribe here dcfcribcd, and one of the 
firft whom any attempt was made 

to convert, eavi (hcltcr in 1706 to 
the "l oiiicav, wlio had been driven 
from their village by the Chicka- 
&WS and Alabamas, at (he inili^a- 
don of the Eflgliihi but the Tonicas 



jilayed the fame treachcrv towaids 
than that the Taenfiis did to die 

B.iiovig'Mit.is, fiirprinrt; ihcii), and 
kilUog more than half the nation. 
The liitvivors fled to the Bayou St 
Jean, which flows into Lake Pon- 
chartrain near the fuc of New Or- 
leans. (La Harpc, Journal Hi0tr- 
ifuc, 100.) Charlevoix, in 1 72 1, 
found Jicm a little higher up (vol. 
Ill, p. 4^6). A few huts of this 
tiation ftill cxid on the Red river* 
according to feme acrounts, and 
!k1 iw Mjnchjc and in the vicinity 
of the Atukapas. according to other*. 
The name is ChoAaw, and meant 
red men, from humma, rfJ {jfreh- 
acl. Americana, 11, j I > - 1 7) ; but 
no vocabulary of the langujge en» 
abks us to decide to what divifion 
they belonged. 
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the other, and which they try to have Ml on two 
^.^ cylinders that they roll where they think that the 

^-;^Ji/l^jKjL ' — - ftone will fall. The temple has nothing handfome 

but the veitibule which is adoriied with the moft 
agreeable grotefques and the beft made almoft that 
one coald fee. They are four fatyrs, two of whom 
are m hoffe^ all four ftanding out ^m the wall, 
having around the head, hands and feet in bands, 
bracelets, garters, baldrics and behs, fnakes, mice 
and dogs. The colors are black, white, red and 
yellow, and lo well applied and without confurion, 
that it is a fpedlacle that furprifes agreeably. The 
old man who keeps up the fire winch he called to 
us buak or iougbi (facred fire), (howed us ilae bones 
of the woman chief who died laft year. This 
woman had rendered herfelf fo important by the 
blows (he had ftruck againft the enemy, having led 
feveral war parties in perfon, that (he was regarded 
as an amazon and as the miftrefs of the whole vil- 
lage, and more honor was paid to her than to the 
great chief. She had the tirll place m all councils, 
and when fhe walked flie was aiways preceded by 
four young men who (ang and danced the calumet to 
her. She was drelled as an Amazon, painted her face 
and had her hair drelled like the men. They do not 
make in this village any of aU the howlings uiiial 
7 ^ / • V among the Natchez when they pais before^ the. 

' ^ " ZZ;^teinplc, oppofite which there is a chapel Hfty feet 

long wTiich Father du Rut built lafl fpring, with a 
large crofs 35 or 40 feet high, that he planted in 
the village iquare. 



^1 
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Father de Limoges had arrived there two or 
three days before to refidc there and labor in con- 
verting the Houmas, who feem to me very docile. 
The great chief is verv reafonable and laid that he 
ackaowiedged oaiy one Great Spirit wlio had made 
all thinn. I counted feveoty cabins in the village 
which I vifited with Father de Limoges, who 
kindly gave me the firft fruits of his miffion in the 
baptifm of a child three days old which I performed, 
giving it the name of St. Francis Xavier, patron of 
the miffion, to whom God opened Paradile a few 
days after, that he might there labor to convert his 
parents and countrymen. 

On tlie 3d ol December we celebrated the ieail 
of that great iaint as iblemnly as we could, and I 
fang the firft lugh mafs ever heard in the village. 
I was furprifed at their little curiofity. If the Mi£- 
fiflipi is fettled and this miflion is not taken from 
us, there is reafon to hope, from the docility of thefc 
poor people, that good will be done there. The 
women and girls there have more modefty than 
among the neighboring nations. God deign to 
convert them and render the road to their village 
impailable to certain French Uberdnes. AH that 
they do to their fick is to fuck them till blood 
comes. I (aw one in the hands of the old medicine 
men (jongleurs) one of whom whidled and played 
on a gourd, another fucked, and another fang the 
fong of the alligator, the fkin of which lerved him 
as a drum. 

As they' reft fatiihed with their fqua(hes and corn. 
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of which they have plenty, they are indolent and 
feldom go hunting. They have withal the re- 
putation of being warriors and being feared by 
neighboring nations. They are not cruel and very 
far from putting to death any of the Haves they 
make; as loon as they enter the village the women 
weep over them, compafllonating their being taken, 
and then treat them better than their children. 
When any ot their people go hunting, the women 
begin to cry as if they were going to lofe them, 
and when they return from, the hunt weep with 
joy to fee them again. 

There arc few villages in France where there are 

— more cocks and hens than in that of the Houmas,*^ 

for they never kill them, and will not even cat thofe 
killed frequently by the dogs. When you wiili to 

t get chickens from them, you mufl: not fay that you 

wifli to kill or cat them, as they would be reludlant 
to give them, but they will (ell them readily when 
they are not killed in their prcfenccorwhen people 
tell them they carry them away to bring them up 
as they do. The hens have chickens at all times, 
and they were running around in all the cabins 
in the month of December. They keep warni 
— in thele cabins, which they take care to keep clean 
• and fwecp two i)r three times a day. 

The children, men and youth are dreffed like the 

^ Tounikas. The women^ear a fringed robe, which 

Thcfe were got originally from (his, been kept as curiofitics, or pcr- 
a vcflcl wrecked at the mouih oT the haps objcAs of fupcrftitton, and not 
MiilllGppi, and had, as we fee by as articles of food. ' 
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covers them from fh^ waift to helow the kncei__^ 
When they leave their cabins they put on a 1 obe of 
mufkrat fkins or ti^ rk^ y fr^^bprg T^fy havg ^hff- 
face tattoed {pique ct figuri^ and the hair plaited 
like the Tounika and Xatches, and blacken the 
teeth like them. Although all Indians are ex- 
tremely afraid of cold, at the leaft froll (for there is 
no winter) they go bathing, big and little, and 
come out of the water peridiing with cold. An 
old man gives the cry at day break when it freezes. 
Thefe kinds of baths Ibmetimes caufe the bloody 
iluXt which carries off many. Father de Limoges 
bc^^in? fo make himfclf underftood and will do good 
in that million. He recounted his wreck to me, 
in which he loft everything, and the iofs is more 
ferious than you would think. More than one 
miflion will feel it ; it was by letting themfelvcs 
drift oiF in the current by night, that their canoe 
ftruck againft a tree which hstd (lopped in the 
middle of the current and fent it wheeling round 
and turning on the fide Full of water* and if he had 
not quickly caught hold of the tree, he would have 
drowned half aflccp. He loft all but his chalice, 
which he got out of the box, I know not how. 
This is all that he could fave, and it is a kind of 
miracle that lie iavcd his own life, after ftruggling 
for it almoft three hours, by means of a bough of 
a tree borne down by the current* to which he and 
his two failors clung. He let the current carry him 
down, and it at laft drove him aftiore, where being 
without fire they dried their clothes in the wind 
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and fun as beft they could, and made a raft of three 
or four pieces of floating wood which thev tied to- 
gether with ivy, and failed for three days on this new 
canoe, aUv;n'S between two waters, with nothing to 
eat all tile tune but a Utile wild puniam raw. This 
beloved miflionary. told me mat he with fruit 
thought of St. Francis Xavier difputing his life as 
many days with the waters on a bit of plank. On 
the fourth day he difcovercd the fire of fome Akan- 
fea who were hunting. They received hiin and 
his comrtanions very kindly, gave them food and 
took them to their village, where the Father found 
his canoe, which had caught in fome drift wood. 
He hai iiace been equipped witii all tliai is neceiiary 
for his Houma miffion» li'oin which I fet out De- 
cember 4th, and after three leagues (ail we found 
on the north fide of the Mifiifllpi the Red river of 
which they fpeak fo much. If the third attempt 
which the French have made there in the laft fevcn 
or eight months fucceeds, the miffionaric? will have 
a paffage to go there and vifit various nations that 
line this river wli'u li runs fouthcaft ; they are ahiioft 
all only iutle hamlets like llic NaLchcs, which 
makes thofe who wi(h to give great ideas of all 
thele nations fay that there are villages without end 
and three, four, Hve and fix leagues in extent* wilh" 
ing to pafs off hamlets of three or four cabins, 
feparated from each other for the convenience of 
the ground, for fo many villages ot the lame nation. 
Mr. de Bienville*^ who has penetrated the furihcft 

>6 Lc Moync tie Bienville was a governor of Louifiana on the death 
brother of Iberville, and became of his brother, Le Moyne dc Sau- 
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told mc that it was all overflowed in the months of 
March and April, that there were fmall heights 
among the Natchitoch quite thickly peopled, where 
the corn came up to his rtioulder. 

At the end of March Mr. de St. Denis*^ is to go 
to the Kadodakio,^^ and inflead of going by the 
way of the Senis, where the murderers of Mr. dek 
Salle had retired, he is to take the left and padi on 
to the Kiouahaa/'^ the tnofl remote known, where 
they hope to find mines. He is to be back here 
at the clofe of this month, and if he does not find 
niver mines they have nothing lefs than what they 



volle,Aiig. iz, 1700. Hercmaincdin 
oflBcc till 1 7 1 2, M. du Muys, named 
tofuccced him in 1707, having died 
on the w»y. From 1712 he w** 
Ltententnt Governor under La 

Molhc Cadillac, and next C' >\ crnor 
under Crozat and the MiHillippi 
Company in 1726, when he was 
fuccccdcd by M. Pcrier, hut was 
reappointed m I734,and coniinucd 
in office tUl after bb foiilc Chicka- 
faw campaign in (730. He then 
returned 10 France and lived to iet 
his native Canada paf? into itic hands 
of En^and, and LouiAana, founded 
and tnult up \if htmlelf and hn bre> 
thers, pafs into the hands of the 
Spaniards. He died at Paris, March 

>7 Juchercau de Su Dcni& wa$ 
one of the firft to join the colony of 
Louiftana. In 1714 be explo^ 
the Red River duty, and the next 
year made his way to the Spanifh 
polb to nq^odatc a commercial 
treinr. Hii career waa iiill of to- 

u 



mance, and after marrying a Spaiufh 
lady and being fcnc in chains to 
Mexico, he at bft returned to Mo* 
bile. 

The Cadodakios or Caddoes 
a divifton of the Tcjcas or Senis, are 
firft mentioned (ante 31 n.), by Jou- 

tc!, who, p. 278, makes them allies of 
ihc AlFony, Natlohos and N'achitos. 
Father Anaftafius alfo defcribes 
them (Le Clercq E/ai. de U Fti). 
They were then on Red River, 
where a few of the Caddoes and 
Natchitocha ftiU remain. Later 
wtfien (how dieir languages to be 
different (Areh/rcl. Jmfruana, 
46). Sonic have endeavored to 
identify them with thcNiflbhanealMl 
Naquizcoza and Nazacahoi, men- 
tioned by the Fidalgo of £lvas ason 
the Daycao nKt, p. IIO-S (cd. 
1844). 

■^9 Kiouahaa, compare Cavelicr'a 
account (ante p. 74) where the 
KoMam ire neniimwd. 
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feek in the fettlemcnt of the MifTilTipi, which over- 
flows all the land tor cigii Ly leagues and more from 
Its mouth, except fome little cantons. 

On the loth we fatd the ma(s of St. Francis 
Xavier to begin the devotion of the Ten Fridays. 
The next day we reached the crofs which marks 
the village oKthe Baiougoula,J® on the north of the 
MiflifTipi and 40 leagues from the Houmas. As 
the waters have been extremely high this year they 
have undermined the cliff more than ten feet along, 
fo that the crol's has fallen with the earth that Aid 
down. I did not go up to the village and it was 
only on my return from Bilocchi that I vifited the 
Baiougoula, who maflacred the chief of the Mon-. 
goulachawith more than two hundred men of that 
nation, which was very friendly to the French and 
which formed a village with the Baiougoula as the 
PioUaroiia do with the Kafkafkla. The blood of 
fo many innocent perfons cries vengeance and God 
begins to puniih them by famine and fickncfs and 
they muft be in fear left the Houmas and Kolapiflas 
avenge the murJer of all then aliiei. I never faw 
anytning fo beggarly. I know fome words of their 
' language; but as more than two thirds were abient 

30 The Baiougoulas and Mon- and almoft alt maflacred by their 

goulachas were allies, but a difputc perfidious p,ucil>.. L,i li.-rfc, 98. ---^ 

arifing the chief of the former plan- Smali pox fwept off many of the 

nedamalTacreor the Mongoulachu warrion, and to 1721 not a family 

and almoft exterminated them, but ofthcm was known to cxill. Cbarlt- 

the Baioi^oulas foon fell a \\iX\m voix, ni, 436. The name is Choc- 

toa ftmilafadof treachery in 1 706, law, and may be White oaL people, ^ 

for having reeeivcd the Tonicas mto from haie, while oak, tgula ot fiUt, 

Iheir vilhge, they were furprifed nation. 
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from their village, whence they had been driven by 

hunger, I remained only four days. They pro- 
mifed to rebuild the chapel and do all that I ailced, 
but unlefs the chief is very far from there, there is 
not much for a mifllonary to do. I planted a large 
crofs on the bank indead of that carried away by 
the waters. They rofe twenty feet high. 

Five leagues below the village you find on the 
north fide a little arm of the Mifliflipi of which 
Mr. de la Salle fpeaks, which he fays has over thirty 
fathoms water and is very convenient for large vef- 
(eis ; but M. de Iberville, who explored and founded 
it, did not find water enough for a boat. The 
mpre we approach the lower end of the Mifliflipi, 
the more we goead and call foutheaft. We found 
al/o ftronger currents and wretched cabinage, and 
in the tide waters potter's clay conftantly ; ui che 
yoii muft ftrike fiur into the woods, which itiscUffi- 
cult to penetrate and not meet cane thickets out of 
which it is hard to get. 

From the Natches we lived entirely on Indian 
corn and a few fquafhes, fince for fome time back 
we met in thefe parts neither buffalo, deer nor bear; 
and if we found any buftards or wild geefe, they WTre 
fo lean that they were as taflelefs as wood, which 
makes ali our canoe men figh often for the river of 
the Illinoit and the heauty of the country and land- 
ings and its plenty of buffalo and deer and all forts 
of fat and excellent game. It is a long voyage 
this down the Miffifiipi, very tedious and very du» 
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(icult, efpecially coming back, and very inconven- 
ient on account of the gnats and other flics, called 
manngouins, brulots and mouftiqucs, the great 
rains, the excelTive heats, the wretched landings, in 
mud and potter's clay, often knee deep, and for the 
fcanty fare. Unleis you ftart witii a canoe half 
loaded with proTtfions, you muft exp6& to Mt well, 
and I could hardly believe that oar Indians from 
above and from the Illinois country will come here 
to get goods fuch a diflance with much toil and 
rifk. The periagua of the Baioiigoulas which we 
met did not make over three or four leagues a day. 
They were badly clothed for the fealbn, for they 
had only half a deer (kin to protect themfelves from 
the cold, and there was one old woman fo wretched 
that flic had only a little mofs to cover herfelf. 
Many old people among all theic Indians have no 
other clothing. 

At laft, on the 1 7th of December, I reached the 
Fort of the Miffiflipi,^' after 68 days fail down. 
This firfl eftabliflunent is on the fouth (ide of the 
river, eighteen leagues from its mouth. There is 
no fort nor baftion, entrenchment or redoubt; all 
confills of a battery of lix guns, fix and eight 
pounders, planted on the brow of the bluii, and of 
five or fix cabins ieparate from each other and co- 
vered with palm leaves. The commandant Mr. de 
Bienville has quite a nice little houfe there. I per- 

3« Fort of the Mifiilnppi was, it thirty-eight miles below tJic city of 

it ftid, on Povtfty Points abmt New Oitam. 
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ccivcd on arriving that they began to cry Famine, 
and tliat the bread ftufFs began to run out, which 
obliged me to take to Indian food lb as to be: a 
burthen to none, and put up with Indian corn with* 
out meat or fidi till the veflek come which' are 
hardly expe(fted before the end of March. If the 
MiiTifilpi is fettled they will tranffer the fort, or^ 
rather they will build it at the Baiagoulns, forty 
leagues further up, for the high waters overflow lo 
furioully here that they have been four months in 
the water often knee deep outfide of their cabins, 
although the Indians iud allured them that this 
place was never inundated. The wheat which had 
been planted here was already quite high when the 
inuniuitions caufed by a furious fwell of the Tea in 
the month of Auguft fwept it away. The garden 
was hardly more fuccenTuI, beiides there being a 
great quantity of black fnakes that eat the lettuces 
and other vegetables off to the root. As tor fort 
Bilocchi, thirty leagues from here, befides the air 
being better there, the country more open, all kinds 
of garden vegetables can be raifed. The deer arc 
near and the hunting very good ; and to temper 
the heat, which would be exceffive, every day an 
hour or two before noon there comes a breeze from 
the fea which they call the breeze that cools the 
air. There is only the water that is not very good. 
It is a little fpring that fupplies them ; for that of 
the bay is more than brackilh and is not drinkable. 
This bay, which gives name to the fort, takc5 its 
own from the Bilocchi Indians, who arc nearcll to 
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it, and is called Bilocchi bay.^* There are more 
than f 20 oien in this fort, which is very regular, 

with 1 2 pieces of cannon and as many pedercrofi 
planted on the baftions. Only boats and the ferry 
boat which carries only a hundred tons can enter 
this bay; fhips cannot come within five leagues of 
it and remain at anchor before an ifland where there 
is good anchorage and which is called Ship ifland. 
There is no port in all this country except Penfa- 
cola, of which the Spaniards have taken pofleffion, 
and where they had fettled only three weeks before 
Mr. d' Iberville reached the coaft. Fort Bilocchi 
is only thirty leagues from the Spanifli fort. The 
governor's enterprife fucceeded badly laft year. 
Having advanced with two fhips he was furprifed 
to find four large veflels at the anchorage and a 
ftrong garrifon in the fort. He iaid, oul of poliie- 
nefi to the officers, that he was vifiting the coaft to 
drive ofF the English. Mr. d' Iberville, who vilited 
the MiiBinpi, had cautioned them to ad prudently 
with the Spaniards and to receive the governor well 
if he came on board, according to the orders which 
be himfelf had received from the court. He was 
regaled magnihceiitly, Vive le Roy df Frunce^ Five 
leRoy (fEjpagnc^ Five Mr. it IberviUe^ with many a 
lalute of the cannon, and on departing he left a 

jsfiilocchi or Biloxi, fo named aloioil «$ uniuccclllul. The Bibxi 

frMoa tribelbcafled, never Rweto Indians rcdrcd tn Pearl river. 

any importance. The pofition was CharUvc-x, 11, 449. A remnant 

ill chofcn : the ground barren and i& Taid to cxill neur Natchitoches, 

/hips could not reach it. It was Artketi^ui Jlmtrieau, \Xt 115. 
(amf afaandoiwd for a new BibMd, 
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letter for Mr. d' Iberville. It was his proportions 
which he very well knew would be laughed at. 
He had hardly left our (hips when he was ftruck in 
the open Tea by a fquali, which made his fhip open 
and go down. He clcaped in a boat with a kw oi 
his people and returned to our fliips. Our officers 
difplaying more regret than they felt, received him 
perfeSly welt, generoufly fupplied him with every- 
thing and fent him back in a double Hoop {cba- 
loupe double) with all the oars and hats off to 
his fort at Penfacola. At his departure he was 
again faluled by a difcha'rge of all our artillery." 
He has been made grand mafter of all the artillery 
of Spain, and his major, who has been made gov- 
ernor, lent a boat to Fort Bilocchi to M. de Sauvol 
to reclaim ten men by the new major, pretending 
that they had deferted, but at bottom it was only 
to examine the fbrt» which does not fear them, and 
to come and get linen and goods, for they lack every- 
thing. They bought all they fiund and faid tluit 
they would return as foon as they knew our vcflcls 
were in. Although we were fhort of provifions, at 
Icaft French flour (for pork, peas and beans arc not 
fcarce yet), the governor had the Indian corn hid 
away, and made French bread appear throughout 
the fort; he regaled the major perfe^Iy with poultry, 
fucking pig and venifon, madeira wine. The crew 
was regaled in proportion, and when the major was 
going they gave htm all kinds of refreihments for 

3 3 Don Andrfo AtriolR, called Si^tft Qm^l^n, 316, t. 
in tke Ficacb tceoimtt dt It Mok. 
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his return, and a coflly gun as a prefenc to the new 

governor. 

To go irom here to Fort Bilocchi, you mull on 
ftaiting make a portage of a good eighth of a league 
knee deep in mud and water, and take in a fupply 
of water as much as you need to go to Bilocdhi, 
for the little river you meet a quarter of a league 
from here is brackifh, that is to fay it is mingled 
with fait water. It empties into a lake two 
leagues acrols and after running five or fix leagues 
foutheafl: on the fea along the ifles, you cut north- 
weft off the ifles till feven leagues from the fort, 
when you make the main land which you follow 
to the entrance of Bilocchi bay, in light of the fort 
where you muft crofs. 

I arrived there on the ift day of the year 1700, 
and was well received by the governor. I found 
Father du Ru there. Befides the fundlions of mif- 
fionary he difcharges alfo thofc of chaplain in a very 
edifying manner. I (pent only a week with him, 
and was eleven days in getting here through the 
fault of our guide who loft his way, and made us 
lofe a fiivorable wind which would have brought 
us to the fort on the third day, but after ufing up 
our half barrel of water we filled it with brackiih 
water, which troubled my canoe men much more 
than me, who accuftom myfelf to drink hardly any 
when traveling. We all had poor fare, for we 
were reduced for four days to Indian corn alone, 
and it was as hard too after boiling all night in this 
fait water as when it was put into the kettle. We 
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went on the Tea or gulf of Mexico, from ifland to 
ifland, and the further we failed the more we got 
aftray. In this extremity with our water almol]: 
out we commended ourfelves to God* I promifed 
to make a novena in honor of St. Francis Xavier 
and to fay maft in thankfgiving as foon as I reached 
the fort. The next day we reembarked in our ca- 
noe, and at one o'clock in the afternoon we found 
ourfelves at Point Alcri which we had doubled four 
days before, whence we had cur to the iflands off 
fhore. Wc had made two long croflings of five 
leagues to the S. S. E. and m light of the woods of 
the MiflifTipi. We "at laft, thank God, entered a 
river where we quenched our thirft and which led 
us to an eighth of a league from the MifTiflipi, 
where we arrived &fely and after an eighth of a 
league portage we found ourfelves eight leagues 
from the fort, where we arrived on the eleventh 
day after our departure from Bilocchi. But for the 
protection of St. Francis Xavier, we fhould, I 
believe, have ftill longer cruitcd around without 
water. I fet otit the next day for the Baiougoulas, 
who are forty leagues higher up ; I did there only 
a part of what I had hoped, having found few 
people. God did me the grace to |a]low me to] 
baptize a little dying child two years old» to which 
I opened heaven. 

I have been back at this fort for four days. The 
arrival of the veffels expelled from day to day will 
decide me as to what I (hall do, whether I (hall 
await tiic arrival of Mr. d' Iberville or go up again 
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to the Illinois by the firft canoes. No ihip can 
enter the Miffiffipi if it draws over nine or ten ^t 
water* for there are only eleven at the mouth. 
The entrance once paiTed, there is no ihip but 

can fail far up the river. There are 15 or 16 
fathoms here, moft of the ketches which draw only 
nine could go tar up, for the Englilh vefTel which 
Mr. d* Iberville found laft year eight leagues from 
here drew Hill Icfs. The captain had as iiii guide 
the Relation of Mr. de la Salle'^ and ibnie other 
very bad memoirs which mention the mouth of 
this river. This Engliihman who fpoke of it to 
Mr. de Bienville congratulated himfelf on having 
been able to find the entrance of the Mifllflipi, 
about which one of thofe that wrote is an apoflate,35 
who prefented to King William the Relation of the 
Miflitfipi where he never was, and after a thoufand 
falfehoods and ridiculous boaf^s, pretends to (how 
the juil claims and inconteflable rights which King 
William has over the Miffiffipi, &c. He makes Mr. 
de la Salle appear in his Relation wounded with two 
balls in the head, turn towards the Recolledt Father 
Anaftafe, to aik him for abfolution (which he furely 
had not time to do"^ hnvinij been killed ftark dead 
without uttering a word, and other like falle itories. 

34 The Relation here referred to 3S The work here alluded to i» 

is not very evident. La Salle pub> the Neaveile Detwvtrtt o£ Henne* 

lifhed no account perAmaHy, and pin, the fiASdoatchanderof much 

Hennepin, Tonti and Lc CIcrq, of which has been fhown. There 

were the only publilhcd accounts at t» nothing in his work to fhow how- 

ClttB dale. eter that be left dtlitt the Fnadl^ 

OB oiider otr the CadioBc chnick 
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I do not know what the court will decide about 
the Mifliffipi, if no filvcr mines are found, for it 
does not feek lands to cultivate. There are few 
fpots for more than eighty leagues hence which are 
not inundated at the great overflow of the Miffiffipi. 
They have not yet found the mines they fought ; 
they care little for thofe of lead, which.are very 
abundant near the IlUnois and higher up in the 
MiflifTipi on the Scioux fide. There are indeed 
many fouls to gain to Chrift, along the MiflifTipi, 
and ftill more inland and on Red river, but there 
are more people In the (ingle miffion of the Illinois 
than I have leen among the Tounika, Baiougoula 
and Houmas, and than there is among the "Biloc • 
chis, among the Colapeliai,^- and among all the 
Indians of Mobile rtver who* are, between Fort Bi- 
locchi and that of the Spaniards, and of the Pan&> 
colas This will not prevent the miiHonaries from 
finding employment in eveiv village, the Indians 
of which feem to me veiy docile. May it pleafe 
the Lord to fend them men whofe zeal will open 
heaven to them and teach them the way. It is laid 
that afcending the River of the Mohilians, numer- 
ous nations are found, but I have not been there. 

When Mr. dc la Salle came by fca to feck the 
mouth of the MifiBfTipi he went beyond it without 
perceiving it, till he was fifteen leagues beyond, 
and not wiOiing to appear to have miftaken, he 

3' The Colapifflas have enritrly hear aod fee," from btU», to hc*r, 
diiappeared. This nunc is Ct uLtaw uA^fft, t9 kit, 
tod it ikid 10 meta, '* Thole who 
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pufhed further on to eighty leagues hence, where 
he built & fort, and in the defign of returning 

in triumph to the Illinois, he went from his fort 
to the Senis, inland IndianSi and it was from their 
village that Mr. Cavalier, the prieft, fet out after 
his brother's tragic death to return overland to the 
Akanfea and thence in pcriaugue lo the Illinois and 
at lail to Kebec whence he embarked to return to 
France with four others. 

The Spaniards (bon after made themldves ms^ 
ters of Mn de la Salle's fort, in which more than 
150 perfons perished of famine and ficknefs. The 
Spaniards took off the reft of the French whom 
they found there and then came to the Senis, where 
they left twenty men with three Francifcans, and 
whence they took two Frenchmen whom they 
found and who are at prefcnt at Fort Bilocchi.^^ It 
is from thefe two Frenchmen that we have learned 
what became of the fad remnants of Mr. de la Salle's 
great equipment, for he had 400 men when he left 
St. Domingo to feek the mouth of the Mifliffipi. 
It was among the Senis that the murderers of Mr. 
de la Salle made themfclves Indians like them after 
fome of them had killed each other. 

Here is exactly, Reverend Father, the details of 

37 Thefc were apparently Peter fervice. They then returned to 

and John Ttdon, who reached France and were in 1704, a» Iber- 

Fnmcc from Vera Cniz, Sept. 14, vUle fttces, " dans la {Mifbn dePor* 

1698, and whofc examination is tug:.;!," whether that means a Portu- 

ftUl preferved. Iberville cook them rude priron or fomc prifon at Paris 

eat with him and they were for Mtnng that mme. 
two yean in T/wtifiawa in the King*! 
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my voyage and all that I could learn on my route, 
and of all that I have Teen and remarked, and of all 
that I have learned here from Mr de Bienville, 
Mr. d' Iberville's brother, who has moft explored the 
country. I add that it is to the willows and not to 
the mulberries that the filkwonns attach themlelves 
and make their cocoons in this country. They 
could not make the firft fetdement in a ^ot where 
there are more mufquitoes than here. They are 
here almod the whole year. In iboth they have 
given U8 little truce for feven or eight days, but at 
this moment they fting me in clofe ranks, and in 
the month of December, when you ought not to 
be troubled by them, there was fuch a furious 
quantity that I could not write a word without hav- 
ing my hands and face covered, and it was impofli- 
ble for me to fleep the whole night. They ftung 
me fo in one eye that I thought I would lofe it. 
The French of this fort told me that from the 
month of March there is fuch a prodigious quantity 
that the air was darkened with them and that they 
could not diflingulfli r;*ch other ten paces apart. 

I remain here till the arrival of Mr. d' Iberville, 
as I am in fome fort obliged to ferve as chaplain to 
the French who arc in this fort and of whom 
feveral are Canadians. I have much to fuflfer from 
tbefe importunate infects till the month of May, 
and ftill more remounting the river, fince I (hall 
not be able to do fo till the number is fo great that 
you cannot red by night nor land by day to cook 
your Indian corn without being devoured by them. 
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BlefTcd be God fc)r all. I fhould be content with 
all, coft what it will, provided this voyage ot over 
a thoufand leagues v^hich I undertook for the good 
of our upper millions be of fome ule to them, as 
well as my delay which has been only the better to 
aflure me of the truth. 

Pray God for us. Reverend Father, and believe 
me with much relpedt in the love of our Lord, 
Reverend *Father, 

Your very humble and 

obedient fervant, 
James Gravi£r. 

Since this letter written a year ago laft February 
(of this prefent year, 1702), the French abandoned 
the two pods herein mentioned, on the MiiiKTipi 

and on Bilocchi bay to fettle at the river called 
Mobile from the name of the Indians who have 
their village called Mobilians. This river enters 
the fea fifteen leagues this fide of Bilocchi. There 
arc two iflands a fhort diftance from its mouth 
which form a port for fliips, and afcending in boats 
for fourteen leagues on the Mobile you find now a 
regular fort conftruded by Mr. d' Iberville and 
houfes for the foldiers and for fome French from 
Canada. The foil is very good. The plan of a 
city has been traced, which will be formed of 
French colonies to be lent there if the court thinks 
fit. There are feveral villages of Indians, one, two 
and three days' journey from Fort Mobile, whom 
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the new miflionaries win be able to inftinA in our 
holy religion. 



The inlcripdon which P* da Ru put at the foot of the crofi wUdi lie 
created with Mr. dlbervUfe do the bub of the Miffiffippi river, aeor die 

French fort. 



The French, as they had firft come here, firft 
from Canada under Dc la Salle in the year l68s : 
(econdly from the fame place under dc Tonty 
in the year i68; ; thirdly from the feacoaft under 
^Ibenfitle, 1699 ; fourthly from the ISune place 
ailder the fame leader in the year 1700, 
planted this crofs February 14 in the fame year 
1700. At the foot whereof an alur being eieded 
a prieft of the focicty of Jcfds on the fame day 
anid year faid mafs and duly confecrated 
d& endotnic for the barial of the deed. 



NOTE. 



D. O. M. 
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UP THE MISSISSIPPI, 

£xtrad from a Letter to the Marquis de 
Beauharnais' by the Reverend Father 
Guignas, MiiBonary of the Society of 

[efus, dated from the Miffion of St. 
Michael the Archangel, at Fort Beau- 
harnais, among the Sioux, May 29, 
1728. 

> HE Sioux convoy* left the end of Montreal 
Ifland on the 16th of the month of June, 
lad year, at 1 1 A. M. and reached Mich- 
ilimackinac the 22d of the month of July. 
This poft is 251 leagues from Montreal, almoft 
due weft, at 4.$** 46m. N. latitude. 




« The (latcmcnt found ii. ir.any 
works, that the Marquis Jc Bcau- 
harnais was an illceitimatc fon of 
Louis XIV, is uniaundcd. The 



fccndcd fram Ae Gevener of 

Canada.' 



* Under the comunand of the 
Mb^ulofjofephfaew-aotdc. "S^X^tS^ {Jf^r.CO. 
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We (pent the reft of the month at this poft in 
the hopes of receiving from day to day lome news 
from Montreal, and in the defign of ftrengthening 
ourielves againft the alleged extreme difficulties of 
getting a free pailage through the Foxes. At lail» 
feeing nothing, we fet out on our march the ift of 
the month of Augaft and after 73 leagues quite 
pleafant fail aloncr the northerly fide of Lake Michi- 
gan, running to the S. E., wc reached the Bay- on 
the 8th of the fame month at 5* P. M. This 
poft is at 44° 43m. north latitude. We ftopped 
there two days, and on the 1 1 th in the morning 
we embarked in a very great impatience to reach 
the Foxes. 

On the third day after our departure from the 
Bay, quite late in the afternoon, in facfl (bmewhat in 
the night, the chiefs of the Puans*^ came out three 
leagues from their village to meet the French with 
their peace calumets, and lome bear meat as a re- 
frefhment, and the next day we were received by 
that Imall nation {tres peu nombrcux) amid fcveral 
difcharges of a few guns and amid great demonftra- 
tions of joy. 

They aflced us with fo good a grace to do them 
the honor to ftay fome time with them» that wc 
granted them the reft of the day from noon and 

the following day. 

There may be in all in this village fixty to 

eighty men ; but all men and women of very tall 
ftaturc and well made. I hcy are on the bank of a 

3 Green 6a)r. 4 Winnebagoes. 
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very pretty little lake, in a mofl: agreeable fpot for 
its fituation and the goodnefs of the foil, nineteen 
leagues from the Bay and eight leagues from the 

Foxes. 

Early the next morning, the 15th of the month 
of Augufl, the convoy prepared to continue its route 
with quite pleasant weather ; but a ftorm coming 
on in the afternoon, we arrived quite wet, ftill in 

the rain, at the cabins of the Foxes, a nation To 
much dreaded and really fo little to be dreaded. 
From all that wc could fee, it is compofed of 200 
men at moft, but there is a pcrfedl hive of children, 
efpccially boys from ten to fourteen years old, well 
made and formed. They are cabined on a little 
eminence on the bank, of a fmall river, that bears 
their name, extremely tortuous or winding, fa 
that you are conftantly boxing the compafs. Yet 
it is apparently quite wide, with a chain of hills on 
both fides, but there is only one miferable little 
channel amid this extent of apparent bed, which is 
a kind of marfh full of rushes and wild rice of almofl: 
impenetrable thicknefs. They have nothing but 
mere bark cabins without any kind of palifade or 
other fortification. As foon as the French canoes 
touched their ihore, they ran down with their peace 
calumets lighted in fpite of the rain, and all iinoked. 

We ftaid among them the reft of this day and 
all the next, to know what were their deiigns and 
ideas as to the French poft among the Sioux. The 
Sieur Reaume, interpreter of Indian languages at 
the Bay, a^d.cfficientiy there and with devo 
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tion to the king's fervice. Even if my teftimony. 
Sir, fliould be deemed not impartial* I muft have 
the honor to tell you that Rev. Father Chardon,^ 
an old mifTionary, was of very great aififtance there, 

and the prcfence of three mifllonaries who were 
there, reairured thele cut throats and allalTins of the 
French more than all the fpeeches of the heH: ora- 
tors could have done. A general council was con- 
vened in one of the cabins, they were addrefled in 
decent and friendly terms, and they replied in the 
fame way. A fmall prelent was made to them. In 
their fide they gave fbme quite handfome di(hes 
lined with dry meat. 

On the following Sunday, 1 7th of the month of 
Auguil, very early in the morning, Father Chardon 
fct out with Sicur Reaume to return to the Bay, 
and ilie 5iuux company greatly rejoiced to have fo 
eafily got over this difficulty, which^ had every 
where been repre(ented as fo infurmountable, got 
under way to endeavor to reach its journey's end. 

Never was navigation more tedious than what 
we fubfequently made from uncertainty as to our 
courfe. No one knew it, and we got aftray every 
moment on water and on land for want of a guide, 
and pilots. Wc kept on, as it were, feeling our 
way lor eiglit days, for it was only on the 9th, 
about 3 o'clock P. M. that we arrived by accident, 

5 Rev. John B. CharJoi;, ot ihe tenni, and Charlevoix, who found 

Society of Jefiis, was on the Onawa him at Green Bay in 1721. docs 

miflion in lyoj, snd at the Miami the Tame. At the time of this nar> 

milEon of St. Jofcph's in 171 1. taitve he muft have been nearly 

Fitber Miidl fpeab of him in h^h thirty yean on the Wefteni milHom. 
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believing ourfelves ftill far oflT, at the Portage of the 
Ouifcoufin, which is 45 leagues from the Foxes, 
counting all the twifts and turns of this abominable 

river. This portage is half a league in length, and 
half ot that IS a kind of marfh full of mud. 

The Ouifcoufin is quite a handfome river, but 
far below what we had been told, apparently 
as thofe who gave the delcription of it in Canada 
iaw it onl^ in the high waters of fpring. It is a 
fliallow river on a bed of qutckfand which forms 
bars almoil everywhere, and thefe often change 
place. Its (horcs arc cither Hcep, bare mountains, 
or low points with fandy bafc. Its courfe is from 
N. E. to S. W. From the portage to its mouth in 
the MillilTipi, I eftimated 38 leagues. The port- 
age is at 43<^ 24m. north latitude. 

The MiffifTipi from the mouth of the Ouifcoufin 
afcending goes northweft. This beautiful river 
extends between two chains of high, bare and very 
iterile mountains, conftantly a league, three quar- 
ters of a league, or where it is narrowed half a 
league apart. Its centre is occupied by a chain of 
well wooded iflands, lb that regarding from the 
heights above, you would think you law an endlefs 
valley watered on the right and left by two large 
rivers; ibmetimes, too, you could difcem no river. 
Thefe iflands are overflowed every year and would 
be adapted to railing rice. Fifty^eight leagues 
fr<Mn the mouth of the Ouifcoufin, according to 
my calculation, afcending the MifTiffipi is Lake 
Pepin, which is nothing elfe but the river itfelf. 
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dcftitute of iflands at that point, where it may be 
half a league wide. This riv er in what I traverfed 
of it is fliallow and has fhoals in feveral places, be- 
caul'e its bed is a moving fand, like that of the 
Ouifcoufin. 

On the 17th of September, 1727, at noon, we 
reached this lake, which had been chofen as the 
bourne of our voyage. We planted ourfelves on 
the (hore about the middle of the north fide on a 

low point where the foil is excellent. The wood 
is very denfe there, but it is already thinned in con- 
fcquencc of the rigor and length of the winter, 
which has been fevere for the climate, for we are 
here on the parallel oi 43<> 41m, It is true that the 
difference of the winter is great compared to that 
at Quebec and Montreal ; for all that Come poor 
judges fay. 

From the day after our landing we put our axes 
to the wood; on the fourth day following the fort 
was entirely finifhed.* It is a fquarc plat of 1 00 feet, 
furrounded by pickets twelve teet long with two 
good baftions. For lo Imall a Ipace there are large 
buildings, quite diftindl and not huiialed together, 
each 30, 38 and 25 feet long by 16 feet wide. All 
would go well there if the fpot were not inundated ; 
hut this year on the 1 5th of the month of April, 
we were obliged to camp out, and the water afcended 

6 Perrot took poiTcOion of Lake exiftcncc of « Foit PcmC tt dlis 

Pepin, May 8, 1689 (fee Aft in lime, but his trading poft was ef- 

H. T. Cel. Dor., ix, 418), Le ttbliflicd at a later date in all pro- 

Sucur and the Rev. J. J. Marcft babUitjr. 
betqg prefcnt, and fome fuppofe the 
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to the height of two feet eight inches, in the houfes, 
and it la idle to fiiy that it was the quantity of 
ihow that fell this year. The fnow in the vicinity 
had Qielted long before, and there was abfblutely 
only a foot and a half from the 8th of February to 
the 15th of March, all the reft of the winter yott 
could not ufc fnovv (hoes. 

I have great rcafon to think that this fpot is in- 
undated more or Icfs every year ; I have always 
thought iu ; but they were not obliged to believe 
me^ aa old people who &id they had lived fifteen or 
twenty years, declared that it was never overflowed. 
We could not enter our much devadated houies till 
the 30th of the fame month of April and the dif^ 
order is fcarcely repaired even now.* 

Before the end of 0<ftober all the houfes were 
finilhed and hirnilhcd, and each one found himfelf 
tranquilly lodged at home. They then thought 
only of going out to explore the neighboring hills 
and rivers, to fee thofe herds of all kinds of deer» of 
which they tell fuch ftories in Canada. Thxif muft 
have retired or diminifhed greatly fince the time 
that the old voyagntrs left the country ; they are no 
longer in fuch great numbers, and are killed with 
difficulty. 

After hcanng the held for fome time all rcalTem- 
blcd at the fort, and thought only of enjoying a 
little the fruit of their labors. 

On the 4th of the month of November we did 

* The waters did not however Cti. Dif.f ix, lo, i6). 
mkIi Ik F«ft b 1728. (JV. r. 

X 
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not forget that it was the General birthdav." Alafs 
was faid for him in the morning, and they were 
well difpoied to celebrate the day in the evening, 
but the tardinels of the pyrotechnifts and the in- 
conftancy of the weather caufed them to poftpone 
the celebration to the 14th of the iame month, 
when they {ct off fome very fine rockets, and made 
the air ring with a hundred ihouts of Five le Roy 
and Vhue Charles de 'Beauluvir/is. It was on this 
occalion that the wine of the Sioux was broached ; 
it was par excelience, although there arc no vines 
here finer than in Canada. What contributed much 
to the amuiement was the terror of (bme cabins of 
Indians, who were at the time around the fort. 
When thefe poor people faw the fireworks in the 
air, and the flars flill from heaven, the women and 
children began to take tlight, and the molt cour- 
ageous of the men to cry mercy and iinplore us 
very earneitly to Aop the furprifing play oi' that 
wonderful medicine. 

As fbon as we arrived among them, they aOembled 
in a few days around the French fort to the num- 
ber of 95 cabins which might make in all 150 men; 
for they are at nioft two men in their portable cabins 
of drefled fkins, and in many there is only one. This 
is all that we have fecn except a band of about 60 
men, who came on the 26th of the month of 
February, who were of thofe nations called Sioux 
of the Prairies. 

At the end of November the Indians fet out for 
their winter quarters ; they do not indeed go far, and 

7 Or nthcr Sainis' bcii^ the feifi of; St. Charles Bommeo, 
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wc faw fome of them all through the winter, but 
from the fecond of the month of April lad, when 
feme cabins repndcd here to go in fearch of them, 
[he] fought them in vain during a week for more 
than fixiy leagues up the MifTilTjpi. He arrived 
yefterday without any tidings of them. 

Although I faid above that the Sioux were 
alarmed at the rockets, which they took for new 
phenomena, it muft not be fuppofed from that they 
are lefs intelligent than other Indians w e know. 

They feem to me more fo, at leaft they are much 
gayer and open apparently and far more dexterous 
thieves, great dancers and great medicine men. 
The men are almoft all large and well made; but 
the women are very ugly and difgufting, which 
does not however check debauchery among them, 
and is perhaps an tSedt of it.' 

8 Here, moll unfortunately, cndj Foxes, and remained a piifoncr for 

ihe exiraft from the letter of Father five months, narro wly cfcaping a 

Guignas as prefcrved among the death by torture at die (Ukc. His 

papers of the Geographer Bwiche, capton then took htm to the Illi- 

an.i now in the polT^'flion of Mr. nols country and left Mm thereon 

Brevoorc The fubkqucnt cvenb parole lill November, 172J), when 

in that region are of great inrcrcft, ihcy led him bock to their town, 

and we arc cfpccially in ihc djrk .is Nolhing luv yet apprared to (how 

to the movcniciUi ol ihc pjiiy ai wlicihcr he then KiarntJ :o the 

Fort Bcauhamois. In fpiic of Fort or whether he made his way 

Guignas' opinion of the FoJtcs, they to fome other French poft. In 

continued hoftilities, and in 1728. 1736 he again appc«M on Lake 

the year of this letter, l i^uicrtj IVpin with M. dc St. Pierre, per- 

maiched ag^inft them. The traders haps the fame to whom Wafhington 

had previoofly withdrawn to a great m a later date prcfcnted Dinwid* 

extent from F. rt n.Juh.unr<i: , .m.! tile's l?t:er. Father Hviignas figned 

Fadier Guignas in attempting to hii name, Louii Ignatius Guignas, 

reach the Illinois country fell into but I have found noihjjig triT.bia 

Th: hinds of the M .fcoutens and earlier or Utcr hilloiy. 
X.(ckkpoos, who fidcd with the 
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APPENDIX, 

FTER the firft flieets of this volume were 
printed, I received ThomaflV's G'eo!ov]c Pra- 
tique de la Louifiane^ which contains the ori* 
gind of the following extnd from « 



Letter of Mr. de la Salle to the Marquis de 

Seignelay, 

WssTBRN Mouth of ths River Colvbrt, 1 

March 4, 1685. I 

My Lord: 

.... The feafon being far advanced and feeing 
that very little time was left mc to accompliih the 
enterprize I had undertaken^ I relblved to aibend 
this diannel of the river Coll>ert, rather than return 

to the more confiderable one, dirtant twenty-five or 
thirty leagues from here norths trilrrlv, which wc had 
remarked on the 6th of January, but had been unable 
to recc^ize, believine from the ftatement of the pilota 
of his m«efty's veffeT and ours> that we had not yet 
pafled Eipiritu Santo Bay (that of Mobile) ; but at 
lafl, after conftantly coafting along very near land and 
in good weather, the latitude made us perceive that 
they were miftaken, and that what we had ften on the 
fixth of January was in fadt the main entrance of the 
river that we were feeking. If fpring had not been fo 
near, I would have gone back. Fear of fpending the 




Digitized by Google 



178 



Appendix, 



reft of the winter in running caftward, from which 
diredion the winds blow almoft conftantly, and drive 
the current weftward, m:idc nic refolve to alccnd the 
river here, and to afk Mr. ile Bcaulieu' to go and re- 
connoitre that other mouth to give an account of it to 
your Lordfliip. This one is fituated at 28" iB' or 20' 
N. latitude : the channel is wide and deep within the 
bar» there being almoft everywhere five or fix fathoms 
of water. It is true that there are only two fathoms 
on the higheft hank, at leaft at this feafon, when the 
river being frozen in all its branches has too little force 
to clear the channel and drive l»ck the &nd which the 
fei continually throws in. It is alfo to be remarked 
that when the wind has been long blowing off ftiore, 
the water diminifhes fo that fometimes there remain 
only ten feet on the bar, as we remarked the day our 
four pilots founded there, of which they drew up a 
ftatement. But when the water is driven back by 
wind*? from fhe gulf, there is as much as thirteen feet 
of water, elpecially at the new moons, when the tides 
are greateft at leaft in winter. Thefe two channels 
rftue from a very long and very wide bay into which 
the river Colbert empties. The water is as fait as that 
of the fea. There is a tide there, and as you cannot 
fee acrofs, it was eafy for me to be deceived on landing 
and to take for iea this expanfo of ialt water, of which 
we could not fee the end and which I could not crofs 
having only bark canoes. This kind of Tandy iHand 
which lies between the fea and this fait lake, ftopping 

» The Count dc Bcaujcu, who the St. Louis, bearing the M.u fliil 

boirs much ot the blame of La Count dc Tourvillc. His iitphcw, 

Sdle's tlilulkr (ante p. 17, 19), was Dank I I.ienard dc Bcaujcu, con»- 

a naval ofiiccr of JinitKlion. At the lu.iriivvi th-' FrL iicii force which dc- 

battle of La Uuguc, he commanded fcjitcd Bradduck. 
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the force of the waves, the river has nothins: to check 
its courfe, when it empties into it, and feems to form 
a very good port. But the channels by which it 
reaches the fea arc not fo healthy on account of the 
&nd that the wind drives in* 
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^CANSEAS, 6^21i2Ai TS". 
Akanfcas, 47. 

Akanfeas, 29. ' »o, ig;, Llfi. 
Aicaiquy, tnM mentioned by Cave- 
lief* 19; 

Alakea, tnbe mentioned by Cave- 
Ucr, 12. 

Alexander, brother, £6, 8j, 85. 
Alligator, account of, ^ 1 31. 
Anamis, tribe mentioned by Cave- 

lier, viUage burnt, 4^1. 
Apkaw, 52. 

Arkan&s Acanfeas, Akanfeas, 
Akanfeas, Kappa, Quappaws, 
Sauthouis, Sec); a Dacouh tribe, 
75*; divifions, 76*, I ^1 ; driven 
from the Ohio, I zoar ; firll vifit- 
ed by Marquette, 126: byTonty 
and Moniigny, 70; walled by 
fmall pox, 21 i defcripiion of 
viUage, 2A » Gravier among the, 

til. ML 
Arriola, Don Andres, vifits French, 

1 S4 ; accident to, i;;. 
Affinais or Senis, Texas Indians, 31. 
AfEniboih, account of, Lod. 
Avcncau, Rev. Claude, 1 n, 1 16»« 
Ayavois (lowas), ioi-l07» 

r 



D AH AMOS, Texas Indians, 2ir. 
Baiougoulas, account of, i5o«; 
maflacre Mongoulachas, t^o; 
promife to rebuild chapel, m ; 
cuftoms of, I s» » Gravier bap- 
tizes a child of the, 1 ; 7 . 

Barr, Capt., enters the Mifliffippi, 

Bear, Illinois chief, oppofes Mon- 

tigni, 61. 
Beauhamois, Marquis de, 167. 
Beaujeu, Count de, commands fleet 

carrying La Salle, I2i 178; leaves 

him, 19. 
Beadieu, M. de, 178. 
Bcrgicr, Rev. J., (ketch of, 1 17». ; 

at Tamarois, 1 17. 
Beftikwi (Piftakee), £r. 
Bienville, M. de, notice of, 148*. 
Bilocchi Indians, 1 jj, ij^jr. 
Biioxi,9i, ISO; newand old, 1 S4».; 

Gravier's vifit to, n6. 
Black river, 97». 
Blue or Blue Earth River, loi-i. 
Bon Sccours River, 22; 
Bracamos, Texas Indians, attack La 

Salle, 20^ jOi make peace, 21.22. 
Buache, 17;*. 
Buflfalo river, 97^. 
Buinateau, Rev. J., £^ 64. 
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/^ADDODAQUIOS, 

^ Cadogdachos, Texas Indians, 

31*, 149. 
Cahokias, ^ 62^ 66-7, llL 
Caillicre, Chcv. dc la, go. 
Calumet, dance of, ^ii Gravicr's 
account of, 1 28-9 ; meaning of 
word, t ^o. 
Canohaunno, 36*. 
Caoukias, 62. 66-7. 
Cap St. Antoine, 63^ 
Cape St. Croix, 1 ig. 
Carancague$,dcftroy La Salle's party 

in Texa?, 42^. 
Carrcchias (Cahokias), 62^ 66-7. 
Cafquinambo (Tcnncflcc), 124. 
Catillon, on Texan pearls, 23. 
Cavelier, Rev. John, notice olTiS*; 
his account of La Salle's laft voy- 
age, 1 3-42 ; Joutcl's remarks on, 
^9 ; Gravicr's allufion 10, liSfi, 
Cavelier, Robert, fee La Salle (de). 
Cavvechias (i. c. Cahokias), 6^ 
Chabot, Pierre, 122. 
Champtgny, M. dc, 90. 
Chaouaiioua (Shawnecs), 120. 12;. 
Charanon (Shawnee), 60*, 66. 
Charbonneau, ;7, 64. 
Chardon, Rev J, K^no, 
Chcfde-bois, roadftead near Ro- 

chclle, 12. 
Chcgoimegon, 89*. 
Chekaihas (i.c.Chekachas or Chick- 

aiaws), 60. 
Chicachais, 6O1 "jo^ 
Chicago, iS. LU ?i. ^ LLiJ 
early notices oir49» ; Jciuit^iijP 
fion at, £^ ii;; country 
from Tamarois, 85. 
Chicagoua, 11;. 
Chingouabe, pp. 
Chippcway river, 97*. 



Chippcways, 89^, 90 
Chouanon (Shawnecs), ^ 
Chriftinaux, accoun: of, 106. 
Ciofcate, go. 
Colapcflas, 1^9. 

Colbert river, fee Mifljflippi, 177. 
Comanches, 93/r. 

rj'AIRE, Chevalier, Bcaujcu's 

lieutenant, 
Dakotas, 899. 

Davion, Rev. Anth., £2; nou'ccof, 
founds Tonica million, 2i ; 

vifued by Gravier, 132 ; by St. 

Cofme, 
De Ligncris, 175*. 
Del Norte, Rio, 25, 
De Muys, M., $4, i49;r. 
Dcfloges, killed m Texas, 20*. 
D'Ibcrville expected at the mouth 

of the Mifliffiippi, 8;. 
Dinwiddic, 17;^. 

Donge, Rev , dies in Louifia- 

na, iiSo. 
Douay, Rev. .Anaflafius, i£, 42*. 

EARTHQUAKE, zo, 

Englifli among .^rkanfas, 126. 
Efpiritu Santo B.iy, 1^ r 77. 
Efpiritu SaiUo (Galvcllon) bay, 21. 

pEVER River, 94^. 

Folks Avoines, 48. 
Fort Beauhamais, 167^172. 
Fort Bilocchi, Gravicr's account of, 

156; vifit to, i;6; abandoned, 

162. 

Fort of the MiHiflippi, account of, 

152 ; abandoned, 162. 
Fort Mobile, 162. 
Fort Pcrrot, \ntn. 
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Fort Prud'homme, why fo called. 

Fort St. Louis, built by La Salle, zfl; 

furvivors of maffacrc at, 160. 
Fort of Si. Louis Bay, 20, 1 ^ 
Foxes, 4^ ; Guignas's account of, 

165 ; war with, 17;*. 

QOLD in Texas, 26. 
Grapes, 124. 

Gravier, Rev. James, fltetch of, 
115*; voyage down (he MilTif- 
fippi, 1 13-163 ; loft near Biloxi, 
156. 

Green bay, tribes on, i68. 
Guignas, Rev. L. L, flcctch of, 1 75*; 
voyage to Lake Pepin, i6s-i7;. 

tJEBAHAMOS, ixn. 

Hcmme, Louis de, lil- 

Hennepin, allufion to, n8. 

Hiimbouxeatc Onataba, qq. 

Hinhanecons, Stoux, m. 

Houmas, x^t^n; mifllon founded by 
du Ru, 118; his chapel, 144. ; 
Gravier's account of ; trea- 
chery of Tonicas to, 80*, i43ff ; 
games, 14^ ; temple, 144 ; chief- 
tanefs, 144.; Father dc Limoges 
begins his miflion, ; poultry, 
'46; cuftoms, 147; allies of 
Mongoulachas, i;o. 

IBERVILLE, notice of, 140/r; cx- 
pctkU, 85J Icinfman of Lc Sueur, 
89* ; leaves a man at Natchez, 
140; inftruiUons as to Span- 
iards, 15^ 

Illinois river, 84. 



Indian tribes: 
Acanl'cas, 69-83. 
Ahijitos, 3 Iff. 
Akafquy, 33. 
Alakca, ^ 

Arkanfas, ^ 69-83. Liitfi. 
AlTmais, 3 iff. 
Aflinipoils, infi- 
Affonis, I39ff. 
Ayavois, 101-7. 
Bahamos, 2 iff. 
Baiotigoiilas, 150-2, i;7. 
Bracamos, gOj g_L, 30. 
Cadogdachos, 310, 149*. 
Cahokias, 49*, 61-7. 
Canohatinno, 36ff. 
Carancagues, 42*. 
Cafquinambo, 124*. 
Charanon, 6fi> 
Chicachas, 60, ^O; 
Chouanon, 6^ 
Chriftinaux, 106. 
Cornis, 

Folles Avoines, 48. 
Foxes, 48^ 169. 175*, 
Hebahamos, 2 iff. 
Houmas, 8off. iig, 140-1 $0. 
Illinois, 49ff. 
lowas, 10 Iff. 
Jakous, 133. 
Kadod.ikio, 149. 
Kanouiinoa, 36. 
Kappas, 20, 
Karkinonpols, 6CL 
KafK.ifkia, 4gg, i i6. I ^O. 
Kavvkias, 6lj 67. 
Kickapoos, 9;, I75ff. 
Kiouahaa, 149. 
Kolapiffas, 150, IS9. 
Kouaras, 34*. 
Mahas, 107. 
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Indian tribes : 

Manuntons, loq-l |L 
Mafcouleiu, 50, 32, i;;*. 
Mcndcouacantons, 10^ 111. 
Mcnomonces, ^%n. 
Metchigameas, 49*. 
Moingonas, 49*. 
Mongoulachas, 1 50. 
Mourdlins, £0. 
Mouingouena, 1 16. 
Nacogdocha, 31*. 
Nadocogs, 31*. 
Nagcodoches, 31*. 
Naflbnis, 31*. 
"Natchitos, 149». 
Natfohos, 149*. 
Navcdachos, -jXH. 
Noquets, 48. 
Ontotona, 28^ lAi. 
OioAatas, 104. 
Otuwas, 4S-7. 
Ottocs, loiff. 
Oujalcfpoitous, 104, 111. 
Oumas, 
Ounfpik, 1 33. 
Ozagcs, 74. 
Paducahs, gj^ 
Palomaj or Palonaa, 38. 
Panifmaha, xS., 
Paoatecs, 
Pcanzichias, 58. 
Penoy, j^i 
Peorias, 49g, 53 
Peouaroua, 1 iST 
Poucouatamis, 43. 
Puants, 484 iMl 
Quanoatlnno, 36. 
Quapaws, 70. 
Quaras, 34i>. 
Quelanhubcchcs, 21*. 
Quinets, 2|». 
Sacs, ^ 



Indian tribes : 
Saflbry, jg. 
Sauteux, qo. 
Sauthouis, 26, 131. 
Senis, 31*, 149, l^a 
Shawnees, 24-9, 60. 120. 
Sioux, 90-3, 101-3, ' " » '67' 
Sioux of the Prairies, 174. 
Sitteoui, 131. 
Songafquitons, ill. 
Sonontouans, 69. 
Tamaroij, 49^, 6^ 
Texas, 3li>. 
Ticapanas, 3;. 
TintangaonghiatODS, III. 
Tipoy, 40. 

Tonica, Toumika, Tounika, i j| 

Toriman, 16^ 126. IJL 

Touchouacfintons, ill. 
' Toycngan, 76. 

Tyakappan, 3?' 

Winnebagocs, 48. ifiS^ 

Xaranamas, 34*. 
Indians of Lower Mifllflippi, IJ7. 
Infcription fct up by Iberville, 163. 
Inyanbofndau, ^ 
lowas, IQL. 
Iron mines, izi^ 

JAKOU, Indians, 131. 
Jefuit tniflions ,Michilimakinac, 
46; Green Bay, ^gj Chicago, 
£2; Illinois, £2j Houmas, 8Qi 
JoutcT cited, 1 7-42 ; remark on 
Cavclier, 

]/■ ADODAKIOS, 
■"^Kankakee river, £7. 
Kanoutinoa, Texas InHIans, 36*. 
Kaoukia, 118; fee Cahokia. 
Kappas, Arkanfas, 70 ; village, 21 » 
aid Lymoges, 12^ ; Gravier at. 
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iz6i croft planted at by Mon- 
dgny, i»6; remember Mar- 
quette, Liit 

Kar kinonpols. 60; fee Cafquinambo. 

Kaikalkias, IlUiiois tribe, ; re> 
inoval of, 116; form a village 
with Peoriaj, ko. 

Kavvchias,^; fee Cahokias. 

Kickapoos, join Foxes, I75»» uke 
Guignas prifoner, ib. 

Kiouahaa, 149. 

Kipikawj orKTpikufltwi, £0, 52. 
Kolapiflas, allies of MongoulacHas. 

Kouara.5. Texas tribe, 

T A Crofl*c river, g;*. 

Lake Michigan, ^ £2, iM. 
Like Pepin, 98 ; fettlemcnt on, 1 ^ 
Lambcrvillc, Rev. J., letter to, 11;. 
La Pcrricre ellablilhcs Fort Beau- 

hamab, 167. 
La Place, 

La Pointe, Augu(\in, \\u 

La Salle, Robert Cavclicr de, ftetch 
of, 15*; his lift voyage, 1 ^-42 j 
miiTes mouth of MiiBlEppi, 20; 
letter to Scigrclay, 177 ; builds 
fort in Texas. 20. 1 60 ; attcmpu 
to reach MifnUippi, 2^ ; reaches 
it according to Cavelicr, 29 ; 
(econd expedition, ii{ third, 
whiripool defcribed by, 137; 
channel meniioncd by, isi; 
death, I $8. 

La Vara river, its names, 20ar; La 
Salle's fort at mouth, 

La Violette, marries an Dlinois 
fouaw, 63. 

Le Clercq cited, 29*. 

Le Sueur's voyage up the Milllffippi, 
87-1 1 1 ; account of, 89*; 1720} 



kinfman of Iberville, ib; meets 

war party, 96; meetsSioux, 100; 

fettles on uic Mankato, loj ; 

Tiofcate's relatives, 107 ; aflem- 

bles Sioux, 108. 
L'huillicr, M., afTays copper, 10^. 
Lymogcs, Rev. Jofcph de, 1 18; peril 

of, 12;, 128, 147; his Houma 

roiffion, 146-7. 

VfAHAS, 102. 

Mankato river, TCf. 
Mantantous Sioux, kill French) 105, 

10^, 1 to. III. 
Manus, or Marays, Rev. — {O, 

S9. See Mareft. 
Maramcg R., 1 19*. 
Marcll, Rev. G., ;o, ;9, 92, IliS; 

follows Kafkaflua;, 1 1 7. 
Mareft, Rev. J., at Lake Pepin, 172. 
Marquette, Rev. J., explores Mif- 

fiffippi, 1 26 8 at Arkanfiu, ib} 

vifit.recolle^ed, lifl. 
Mafcoutins, £0, 93, i7s». 
Maflacrc river, ;8. 
Maugordabay, 2t«. 
Mccontins, 92. 
Mclwarik, 50. 

Mcndcouacantons,Sion», 104, 1051 
no. LLii 

Monomonees, 48*. 

Mccchigamias,or Michigamias, Illi- 
nois tribe, 49g, 67, 92. 118, 127. 

Miamis, river of the, ^ ; hotUlity 
of, 8^ 85 ; their name for the 
Ohio, L20. 

Miaramigova river, 11^ 

Michigan lake, ^ 5a. 

Michiliimakinac, 4 S. 79, H S, 167) 
Guignas at, 1^ 

Miefiigan, lake, 47, J». 

Milwaukee, 
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D/Baiou- 



Miffigan lake, 52, 

MiiTiirippi or Colbert river, 177 ; 
La Salle's atttmpt to reach, 1 3-42 ; 
reaches ii, 23; St. Cofmc's voyage 
down, 4V75 ; routes to, 42 J 
Le Sueur s voyage up, \ \ ; 
Gravicr's voyage down, ii^i6£; 
Guignas's, 16M7;; St. Cofme's 
defcription,6£; Gravicr's, 151^ 
Guignas's, 171. 

Miflburi river, 65. 

Mobile, French Icttle at, i6a. 

Mobile bay, 177, 

Mobilians, leg, 162. 

Moingonas, Illinois tribe, 49. 

Mongoulachas, maflacred ByB; 
golas. 

Monjolly, now Mount Jolliel, legend 
as to, s6. 

MontignyTRev. F. J. dc, flcetch of, 
5 2» ; baptizes La Violette's child, 
6j; letter of, 7^. baptizes a 
Tonica chief, . fijjj fick, 

82i returns, 83; at Chicago, 
84; crofs planted by, 119; goes 
to Siam, ij^ or China, qa*. 

Montreal, 167. 

Moranget, EaSalle's nephew, 31. u 
Morfi, Rev. John A., hiftonanof 

Texas, 22/r, 
Mourdlins (Mafcoutins), co. 
Mouingouena, Illinois, wbT 
Mud lake, 54;^. 
Mufquitoes, 161. 

^ACOGDOCHES, Texas In- 
*• ^ dians, 3i«, 
Nadocogs, Texas Indians, % \n. 
Nagcodochcs, Texas Indians, 31^ 
Naffbnis, Texas Indians, 3 m, 
Natches, -j^ (ketch of, 142^; 
cuftoms, 8a,i 36. 1^; language 



fame as Tacnfas, ^6^ 136 ; Gra- 
vicr's account of, 136. 
Navcdachos, Texas Indians, 31/r. 

QHIO river, 6^ river of the 
Arkanfas, Gravier's ac- 
count of, 12a 

Oi.totontas, 28^ 101. 

Oris, Mr.. Icillcd, 20ff. 

Otchagras, 48. 

Otoftates, lor. 10^ 107. 

Otontanta, 101. 

Ottawas (Outdaois, Out»uaoti«\ 

Ottoes, i ci». 

Ouabachi (Ohio) river. 1 19, 12a 



Ouacantapai, 103. 107. 109, ito. 
Ouachil Tamail, Natchez chief- 
tainefi, 141. 



9 - T * ' 

Ouadebatons, Sioux, 

Ouaeiemanctons, Sioux, m. 
Ouacpatons, Sioux, lll 
Ouapeontetons, Sioux, m. 
Ouefconfin (Wifconfin), 95^ 
Oughetgeodatons (Sioux), iii 
Ouifconfin, 171. 
Oujaltfpoitous, 104, 107^ I ri. 
Oumas, I43g. ^Houmas. 
Oumiamis, lzq. Sec Miamis. 
Ounfpik, 133. 
Oufmcoui, Arkanfas, 131. 
Outagamis (Foxes), 98. 
Ozages, 7^ 

DADOUCAS, arj^. 

Palomas or Palonas, 38. 
Panifmaha (Pawnees), 2S. 
Paouiongha, Indian name of Father 

de Lymoges, la;. 
Paoutecs, 93. 
Parana*, £iJ». 
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Peanzichias (Pianke(has), £8. 
Pelicans, 69, 
Pcnitcni (Pcorias), 6£. 
Pcn'oy, J2. 
Pcnfacolafcttled, IS4. 
Pcorias, 49», 53, 65 ; form a vil- 
lage with Kall^iOuas, l( 
Pcouaroua, 150A. 
Pcrmavcvi (Peoria), £g. 
Perrot, not at Chicago, $|jr. 
Petcfcouy, 51/r. 
Petit Goavc, 12, iB* 
Petri faftions, lij. 
Picfa, 66. 
Pimitcouy, 65)». 

Pinet, Rev. p., notice of, 53*, ^9, 
117. 

Piftakcc, Pifticoui, 5>w. 
Pointc aux Iroquois, 4£. 
Pointc Alcri, 157, 
Pointe Couple, 131. 
Puutcouatami, Poux, ^ 94. 
Pfinchatons, Sioux, til. 
Pfinontanhinhintons, in. 
Pfioum a nitons, 111. 
Puans (Winncbagocs),Baiede3, 48, 
94.9?. 

QUANOATINO, 36». 
Qua paws, fee Kappas. 
Quaras, 

eucbcc, 78, 8^ 160. 17a. 
uclanhubeches, 2i«. 
Quincapous, 92; river of the, 
Quineis, zi*. 
Quiopetons, Sioux, 1 11. 

D ACINE, or Root river, so». . 

Racoon river, 95*. 
Reaumc, Sicur, 169. 
Red river, 92, 14.8; tribes on, 148. 
Regis, Si. John Francis, 120. 121/?. 
Riviere a Mayot, 124-; ; why fo 
called, 124. 



Riviere a la Mine, 94. 

Riviere aux Ailes, ^o. 

Riviere aux Bceufs, 33. 

Riviere aux Canots, 

Riviere des Paquilinctics, g?. 

Riviere des Raiftns, 27^ 

Riviere Cachec, 

Rochellc, 16, qx. 

Rouenfas, Illinois chief, fio. 

Ru, Rev. du, 118 ; founds Houma 
miflion, 144; at Fort Biloxi, 
I $6; infcription fet up by, 163. 

CT. Cofme, Rev. J. F. B. de, no- 
lice of, 45^. ; Voyage down the 
MifllfTippi, 43-7 ; ; returns to 
fcarch for loft boy, £5, 85 ; at 
Tamarois, 84- ; ; NatcRcz, 1 36. 

St Croix river, lUflx 

St. Denis, Juchcreau de, 149. 

St. Francis river, 12^. 

St. Jofcph's river (Ohio), 1 20. 

St. Louis (Matagorda) bay, 

St. Michael, miflion of, 167. 

St. Peter's river, ifiL. 

Sl Pierre, M. de, at Lake Pepin, 

»75- 

Salt river, 93». 

Sangieftas, 92. 

Saquis (Sacs), 

Saflbry Indians, 39. 

Sauieux (Chippcwas), 89^ 90, 

Sauthoui5(Atotchafi,Ofotonoy,&c) 
Arkanfas Indians, 76^ 1 ^i. 

Scioux (Dakous), 90-I ; divifions, 
101-2. 1 1 ij 174; manners, 103; 
miflion, 167. 

Scnis, La Salle vifits, 160; di- 
vifions, 31*; reception of Cave- 
lier, 41. 

Shawnees, lead La Salle to the Mif- 
fidippi, 2^ 2^; on the Tennef- 
fee, izfi; fee 60^ 66. 
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Ship ifland, 154. 
Silkworms, uii. 
Sicteoiii, Arlcanfas. i ^t. 
Small pox. It. 
Songaiquitoiu, Sioux, lu^ 
Sonontouans (Scnccas), 69. 
Spaniards, early traces in Texas, zi i 
SpaniOi, Indians fpeaking, 
Stag iftand, £6. 

npAENSAS. £1 ; temple, -jjl 
•* cuitoim, Z2i 81j 86 ; goodto 

be done, 84 ; language fame as 

Natchez, 7^ 136; temple burnt, 

137; cnieloes, 137. 
Talon, Peter and jobn, furvivors 

of La Salle's part)", 
Tamarois, Illinois tribe, 49*, 66^ 

67, ; St. Cofine found) mifEon 

at, 75, 84J large village, 84J 

Scioux killed at, Pinet and 

Bcrgicr at, 117, l^L 
Tamarouha, Tamarois, I IJ; 
Taogarois or Taogria, 124. 
Tcaliki (Thcakiki) river, £7. 
Tcnncflcc river, l20ff, 114*. 
Texas, La Salle lands in, to; fort 

in 20j winds, 22} peaf!$7 2J ; 

holUlity of Indians, 26^ Indians, 

31*. 

Tliaumur de la Source, 86« ; Letter 

of, 22 * Tamarois, 8;. 
Ticapanas, or Tyakappan, 35. 



Tintangsongfiiatons, iii. 

Tiofcatc, death of go; relativea 
meet Le Sueur, 107. 

Tipoy Indians, 40. 

Tivet, complains to Tonty, 62. 

Tontcas, early notice of, 8o».; mif- 
fion at, 2i, £i I cuftoms, '^, 80, 
8s, M^jbaptifm of chict Zli 
aj ; wU ana climate, ^it 80. 
13s ? good to be done, 84; 
Gravicr at, 132 ; St. Cofme, lyT 

Tonty, Henry de, accompanies 
Montigny, 46 ; culogium, 47 ; 
overawes the Bear, 6i ; accuIcS 
by Indians, 6^^ work afcribed to, 

Toriman, Arkanfas, 76 ; chief meets 

Gravier, 126. 131. 
Touchouacfintons, i \ i. 
Toumika, 131 ; fee Tonica. 
Tounika, 132 ; fee Tonica. 
Tourima, ; fee Toriman. 
Toyengan, Tongcnga, Topinga, 

Arkanfas, 76. 

Y'INCENNES, Sieur de, with 
^ St Cofme, 464 so. 

'fXT'ABACHE (Ohio), 62. 

Wazi Ozu, 27. 
Winncbagocs or Puants, ^ i68. 
Wifconfin river, 432 2i» 171. 

^ARANAMES, 54*. 
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